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U.S. builds up forces in Gulf 

• NEW YORK (R) — The United States has built up its forces and 
weapon stockpiles in the Gulf since last summer due to alarm over 
renewed Iraqi military capability, the New York Times reported 
on Tuesday. The paper said a dozen navy cargo ships laden with 
tanks, armoured vehicles and other military hardware were moved ' 
from die U.S. base at Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean and are 
now anchored off Bahrain. The Times said U.S. Defence 
Intelligence Agency analysts concluded that Iraq's military had 
developed the capacity to send five armoured divisions into 
Kuwait at 12 hours notice. The reinforcement included no ground 
troops and only a few navy personnel, but allows more than 20.000 
U-S. troops to be outfitted with heavy wepons at a short notice, 
the paper said. Additional U.S. warplanes were also sent to 
Bahrain and Kuwait last year and a military exercise in Kuwait was 
extended. The 18 F-16 jets sent to Bahrain in the autumn have 
since returned to the United States, the paper said. Diplomats and 
military officials said the latest movement reflected the unease of 
U.S. commanders troubled by reports of renewed Iraqi military 
capability by defence analysts last October, the Times said. 
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Kabariti, Saud 
exchange views 


Israel sees no 


AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim A! 
Kabariti and his Saudi coun- 
terpart Prince Saud AI Faisal 
on Tuesday exchanged views 
by telephone on regional and 
bilateral issues discussed dur- 
ing^ the Saudi foreign minis- 
ter’s visit to Jordan early this 
month. 

Death penalty sought 
for religious sect 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Leba- 
non's state prosecutor on 
Tuesday asked for the death 
sentence against a Palestinian 
sect leader and 20 of his 
followers accused of murder- 
ing a Lebanese cleric and 
undermining state security. 
Abdul Karim AI Saida, also 
known as Abu Mahjan, two 
other Palestinians and three 
. Lebanese are accused of kill- 
ing Sheikh Nizar Halabi, a 
pro-Syrian fundamentalist, 
last August. Prosecutor 
Adnan Addum asked for the 
death sentence to be passed 
against the six. who are all 
behind bars except for Abu 
Mahjan who is holed up in a 
refugee camp in South Leba- 
non. Mr. Addum asked for 
the same sentence against 15 
other Palestinian and 
Lebanese followers accused 
of undermining state security 
and “inciting religious con- 
flicts” on Abn Mahjan's 
orders. Four are on the run. 
Abu Mahjan heads a reli- 
gious group called Usbat AI 
Ansar? 

Egypt to export 
light bulbs to Iraq 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Un- 
ited Nations has given Egypt 
the go-ahead to export $2.2 
million worth of light bulbs to | 
sanctions-hit Iraq, a Foreign 
Ministry official said^Tu^fr 
day. Sayed Kassim AI Masri 
said Egypt had already sent 
food and medicine to Iraq 
under similar exemptions to 
the U.N. embargo. “Sanc- 
tions imposed on govern- 
ments are designed to press- : 
ure them into applying U.N. 1 
resolutions and not to put 
pressure on the people,” the 
official said. 

Freed hostages 
leave Yemen 


breakthrough 
with Syria in 
Wye meeting 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Ehud Barak 
said Israel did not expea any 
sudden breakthroughs in 
peace talks with Syria resum- 
ing on Tuesday. 

“The mere fact there is 
progress must be received 
with satisfaction, " Mr. Barak 
told reporters. But he said: 
“There’s no expectation oft 
fast breakthroughs.” 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher was to 
intervene in the negotiations 
near Washington on Tuesday 
to try to speed their pace, 
U.S. officials said. 

Mr. Christopher’s previous 
visit last week to the U.S.- 
mediated talks offered what 
the State Department called 
“substantive ideas.” It did 
not elaborate. 

Comments from both 
Israel and Syria suggested 
major gaps remained in the 
talks on a proposed Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

The talks have been bog- 
ged down for more than four 
years over the extent and 
speed of an Israeli withdraw- 
al from the Golan, the type of 
security arrangements to 
guarantee the new border 
and the nature of future ties 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Christopher is due to 
meet Israeli and Syrian lead- 
ers in the region next week. 

Mr. Christopher was sche- 
duled to have dinner with the 
delegations to both countries 
and the U.S. mediators at the 
sprawling Wye Plantation, 
about two hours outside 
Washington. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said Monday. 


The talks were expeaed to 
end Wednesday afternoon. 

Mr. Christopher said when 
the talks resumed last week 
that nothing spectacular 
should be expeaed from this 
round of negotiations. 

If there was any progress, 
he said, it would not come to 
light until his Middle East 
tour. 

If there is no groundbreak- 
ing progress at the talks, poli- 
tical analysts expect the 
Israeli government to call for 
early elections in June, freez- 
ing the peace talks until the 
vote. 

Recent comments from 
both sides show they are not 
budging from their positions. 
Mr. Barak on Monday called 
the talks “long and detailed” 
negotiations with their “ups 
and downs.” The official Sy- 
rian press repeated the Syrian 
demand that Israel return the 
Golan Heights. 

Damascus Radio said 
■ Tuesday Syrian and Israeli 
peace negotiators meeting in 
the United States had failed 
to overcome their differences 
on future security arrange- 
ments for the Golan. 

“It is dear there are differ- 
ences in the Syrian and Israeli 
position on security, because 
the Israelis in Washington are 
trying to avoid the priiidple 
of equality and set prohibi- 
tive conditions for Syria,” it 
said. 

“Israel’s acceptance of 
equal and balanced security 
arrangements will bring prog- 
ress in the peace process," 
Damascus Radio said. 

Damascus Radio also criti- 

(Continued on page 7)' 


Israeli soldier is 
stabbed to death 


SANAA (R) — Seventeen 
French tourists freed on 
Monday after being held hos- 
tage for five days by Yemeni 
tribesmen left Sanaa early 
Tuesday on their way back to 
France, an airport official 
said on Tuesday. “The 
French tourists left Sanaa via 
Frankfurt at 2:30 local rime 
1.2330 GMT).” he told Re- 
rues. Officals said earlier the 
freed hostages, including 13 
women, appeared to be in 
good health and were well- 
treated during their ordeal. 

Buchanan wins Alaska 
poll; Dole in third 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Arch-conservative television 
commentator Pat Buchanan 
has won a non-binding con- 
test of Republican presiden- 
tial hopefuls in the U.S. state 
of Alaska, dealing another 
blow to leading candidate 
Bob Dole. Mr. Buchanan got 
33 per cent of the vote, fol- 
lowed by millionaire pub- 
lisher Steve FoTbes with 31 
per cent. Mr. Dole, a U.S. 
senator, came in a distant 
third with 17 per cent. 
Though still considered the 
frontrunner, Mr. Dole — 
leader of the Senate's Repub- 
lican majority — has been 
losing ground in several key 
polls nationwide. 

14 killed in 
Algerian violence 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Sus- 
pected Islamic fundamental- 
ists have killed at least 14 
people, including seven . 
women, a girl and a senior 
army officer, in the latest 
attacks in Algeria, according 
to press reports Thursday. 
The recent murders follow a 
wave of massacres of civilians 
at the beginning on Jan. 21 of 
the fasting month of Rama- 
dan, which extremists pur- 
port to be an auspicious time 
for their “holy war" against 
the secular authorities. 


JENIN (Agencies) — A 
Palestinian student stabbed 
an Israeli soldier to death 
inside an army liaison office 
near this Palestinian- 
controlled town on Tuesday, 
drawing sharp protests from 
Israel. 

Army officials said a 19- 
year-old Palestinian passed 
through metal detectors set 
up in the military liaison 
office without the machine 
raising the alarm over two 
knives he was carrying. 

Once inside the station the 
man stabbed First Sergeant 
Ehud Tal, 22, in the back and 
chest, fatally wounding him. 

The attacker was im- 
mediately arrested and told 
police he had acted out of 
personal frustration caused 
by “family and financial 
problems." 

TaJ was flown by helicopter 
to a nearby Israeli hospital 
but died on the way, the army 
said. 

The army identified the 
attacker as Mahmoud Sirieh, 
a member of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement, 
(Hamas), who lived in a re- 
fugee camp near Jenin and 
had already served time in 
Israeli jails. 

The killing drew sharp pro- 
tests from senior Israeli offi- 
cials who blamed the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) for not taking tough 
enough action against ex- 
tremists and warned that such 
attacks could damage the 
peace process. 

General Oren Shahor, 
coordinator of Israeli activi- 
ties in the Palestinian terri- 
tories, lodged a protest over 
the killing with his Palesti- 
nian counterpart, Jamil Tari- 
fi, saying Israel held the PNA 
responsible, Israel Radio re- 
ported. 

Israel has handed over 
Gaza and parts of the West 
Bank, including seven towns 
and hundreds of villages, 
under self-rule peace deals 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

A West Bank settlers lead- 


er, Arye Ofri, complained 
Israelis were poorly pro- 
tected from Palestinian 
attacks. 

“It must be clear that it’s 
impossible to create a situa- 
tion where the daily routine is 
halted. We won't allow it,” 
he told army radio. 

“If we cannot travel in 
Jenin, then they cannot travel 
in other places. They must 
understand the game here is a 
two-sided agreement." 

Some 140,000 Jews live in 
settlements scattered 
throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. The fate of 
the settlers is due to be deter- 
mined in final-status Israeli- 
PLO peace talks beginning in 
May. 

Housing Minister Ben- 
jamin Ben-E!iezer said the 
attack “is exactly what might 
bring the whole peace pro- 
cess crashing down.” 

“The PNA has to open its 
eyes and take all sorts of 
measures to stop the terror- 
ists,” he told Israel radio, 
warning that Israel reserved 
the right “to hit anywhere, 
anytime, when we think 
Palestinian guerrillas will 
act." 

Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak, a former army chief of 
staff, also reacted, pledging 
more will be done to protect 
Israeli soldiers in the territor- 
ies. 

Hie Israeli officials also 
expressed anger over a sepa- 
rate incident earlier Tuesday 
in which Palestinian police 
detained an armed Jewish 
settler near the West Bank 
town of Ramallah. 

Israeli police said a reserve 
army officer living in Ofra 
settlement was driving in an 
area under PNA control 
when he was stopped by 
police who confiscated his 
M-16 automatic rifle and 
took him to a Ramallah 
police station. 

Israeli authorities inter- 
vened and the settler was 
eventually released. 

(Continued on page 7» 



BLAZE IN VENICE: The world famous opera house in Venice smoulders on Tuesday following a blaze that reduced the building to a hulk. The 
blaze marks the second in its history. It had burnt to the ground in 1936, but was rebuilt later and staged the opening night of many of Verdi's 
operas such as "La Traviata" (Reuter photo) 


Iraq, U.N. to leave thorny 
matters to last in oil talks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq and the United Nations 
will discuss the technical 
aspects of an oil-for-food deal 
when they begin talks next 
week, leaving thorny political 
issues until later, diplomats 
said here Tuesday. 

The United Nations 
announced Monday that the 
talks on easing the effects of 
almost six years of oil and 
trade sanctions on the Iraqi 
people would open in New 
York on Feb. 6. 

The official Iraqi press 
announced the news in large 
headlines on Tuesday but 
without commentary about 
the negotiations, which lo- 
wered world oil prices and 
food prices in Baghdad after 
they were first agreed on 
almost two weeks ago. 

Under U.N. resolution 986 
which was adopted in April 
last year. Baghdad could ex- 
port up to $1 billion of oil per 
quarter in exchange for food 
and medicine under stria in- 
ternational control. 

Diplomats said the technic- 
al talks will focus on how the 
oil will be delivered to cus- 


Israeli 
jets raid 
S.Lebanon 

SIDON (Agencies) — Israeli 
warplanes staged a series of 
air strikes on suspected Hiz- 
bollah targets in South Leba- 
non on Tuesday for the first 
time this year, police said. 

The raids were an apparent 
reprisal for a car bomb attack 
the previous day in the 
Israeli-controlled “security 
zone” of South Lebanon 
which caused damage but no 
casualties. Israel blamed Hiz- 
bollah for the attack. 

Two warplanes fired more 
than 10 air-to-ground missiles 
in three separate raids at 
Jabal AI Rafih and Mlita in 
the Iqlim AI Tufah, a Hizbol- 
tah stronghold east of the port 
city of Sidon. the police said. 

Hizbollah sources said, 
however, that the Israeli jets 
attacked the Iqlim AI Tufah 
five rimes in an hour. 

There was no immediate, 
report of casualties but col- 
umns of black smoke rose 
from the site. 

Lebanese army troops and 
Hizbollah guerrillas fired 
anti-aircraft guns at the 
planes, which released heat- 
emitting balloons to escape 
attack from the ground. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
confirmed the air raids and 
said they targetted “oper- 

( Continued on page 7} 


tomers, how much will be 
exported daily, and how the 
U.N. escrow account manag- 
ing the proceeds of the sales 
will run. 

It will only be at a later 
stage that the two sides will 
tackle the issues which Iraq 
has denounced as an infringe- 
ment of its sovereignty and 
which prompted it to reject 
the resolution, the diplomats 
said. 

The U.N. delegation to the 
talks next week is to be 
headed by U.N. chief legal 
counsel Hans Corel I, while 
the Iraqi team will be led by 
Abdul Amir AI Anbari, 
Iraq’s ambassador to the 
U.N. Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) and Iraq's for- 
mer permanent representa- 
tive at the L?nited Nations. 

But diplomats here said 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz, who has held most dis- 
cussions with the U.N., could 
head the Iraqi side at the 
later round. 

Iraq's economy has been 
devastated by sanaions im- 
posed by the Security Council 


in August 1990. after Iraqi 
troops marched into Kuwait, 
and there have been mount- 
ing reports of hunger. 

But Baghdad has hitherto 
rejected the oil-for-food 
plan, and a similar one first 
offered in late 1991, on the 
grounds that the required 
U.N. monitoring of any oil 
sales and of the distribution 
of supplies bought with the 
proceeds would infringe on 
its sovereignty. 

The United Nations and 
Iraq held several rounds .of 
talks on the earlier oil-for- 
food scheme in 1992 and 
1993, but without result. 

The United Nations did 
not say how long the new 
talks would last. But U.N. 
spokeswoman Sylvana Foa 
told reporters last week they 
would be “incredibly technic- 
al and therefore incredibly 
difficult ... it is going to take 
time and the solution is not 
going to be easy.” 

Under Resolution 986. oil 
contracts would have to be 
approved by the Security 

(Continoed on page 7) 


Bosnians remove 
heavy arms; PoW 
row rumbles on 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnia's rival factions were 
to start removing heavy 
weapons from the Sarajevo 
area IFOR officials said 
Tuesday, as the former bel- 
ligerents engaged in mutual 
recrimination over the deten- 
tion of scores of prisoners. 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO)-led 
peace Implementation Force 
(IFOR) in Bosnia said Serb 
tanks would roll through 
government-held distrias of 
Sarajevo on Tuesday and 
Wednesday as part of the 
pullout, while Bosnian gov- 
ernment armv weapons were 
scheduled for withdrawal 
Thursday. 

All sides have until mid- 
night (2300 GMT) Saturday 
to withdraw heavy weapons 
from zones due to be ex- 
changed under a territory 
swap provided for in the 
U.S.-brokered Dayton peace 
accords for Bosnia. 

The deadline will coincide 
with a first visit to Bosnia by 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher. amid con- 
tinued U.S. pressure on all 
parties to comply with the 
letter of Dayton or be shut 
out of reconstruction aid. 

State Department spokes- 


man Nicholas Burns said in 
Washington overnight that 
“if they (prisoners) haven't 
been released by Friday... it's 
going to be very difficult for 
the United States to engage 
in equipping and training the 
Bosnian military down the 
road in the next couple of 
months." 

In Zagreb, IFOR spokes- 
man Colonel Konrad Freytag 
said a Serb convoy of “at 
least nine Serbian tanks will 
cross today (Tuesday) and 
tomorrow on their way to 
Pale. 

“To move from one loca- 
tion to another one they have 
to cross the city," he said, 
adding “the tanks are coming 
probably from south of 
Sarajevo, probably from 
Grbavica." 

The most sensitive areas 
concerned will be the Ilidza. 
Grbavica and Vogosca sub- 
urbs of Sarajevo, due to re- 
turn to the Muslim-Croat fed- 
eration from the Serbs. Else- 
where Mrkonjic Grad and 
Sipovo will revert to Serb 
control. 

A row was brewing, over 
the status of government 
army weapons. IFOR insist- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Alarm over Bahrain 
mounts in S. Arabia 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia, eyeing unrest in 
neighbouring Bahrain with 
mounting concern has conde- 
mned acts of sabotage in the 
small Gulf island state as a 
desperate attempt to under- 
mine regional security. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 
regent since the beginning of 
the year when King Fahd 
handed over the affairs of 
state while he recovers from a 
stroke, said late on Monday 
the disturbances in Bahrain 
were “strange to our societies 
and a desperate attempt to 
destroy Arab and regional 
security and stability.” 

Speaking in Riyadh at the 
weekly cabinet meeting 
which he chairs, he “reiter- 
ated the (Saudi) stance sup- 
porting Bahrain in confront- 
ing sabotage plans and those 
aiming at instigating unrest," 
the official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy (SPA) said. 

The prince's remarks were 
his first publicly reported 
comments on foreign policy 
since the Jan. 1 handover. 

A Qatari newspaper mean- 
while urged Bahrain to free 
political prisoners and start a 
“serious” dialogue to defuse 
the unrest. 

“Bahrainis should take 
advantage of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan to break down 
the wall which separates 
them and stan a serious poli- 


tical dialogue," the official AI 
Watan newspaper said. 

It urged- the authorities to 
“release political prisoners 
and establish a climate of 
confidence. 

“Amnesty International’s* 
call in support of the political 
prisoners in Bahrain came at 
the right time and it is wrong 
to believe that a decision to 
free prisoners would be a 
concession." Watan said. 

In a statement from Lon- 
don on Monday, Amnesty 
called on the Bahraini gov- 
ernment to free immediately 
political prisoners arrested 
since the start of the month. 

Amnesty, which wrote to 
the government on Jan. 23, 
said “it is appalling that these 
demonstrators have been 
arrested" after clashes with 
security forces “simply for 
expressing their political 
opinions.” 

A spokesman for Bahrain's 
Interior Ministry admitted 
Saturday that 180 people had 
been arrested since the begin- 
ning of January due to the 
new wave of violence. 

Violence erupted in De- 
cember 1994 after the author- 
ities arrested a Shiite Muslim . 
cleric who demanded politic- 
al reform and the restoration 
of parliament suspended in 
1975. 

At least 13 people were 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Announcement 

Royal Jordanian has the pleasure to 
announce the introduction of a new 
service the "Advance Boarding 
Pass" at its Intercon. Housing Bank 
and Abdali offices. It is also 
available at its offices in Zarka and 
Irbid. 

This " ABP " service allows RJ 
passengers to receive their 
Boarding Passes, seat assignments 
and pay their Airport Tax at RJ 
offices within (24) hours and until 
(3) hours prior to departure time. 

This service applies to the following 
destinations: New York, Chicago, 
London, Berlin, Frankfurt and 
Amsterdam . 
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Israel is seeking American 
military secrets - Pentagon 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
Pentagon memorandum has 
. accused Israel of using Amer- 
ican Jews to steal U.S. milit- 
ary and intelligence secrets, 
drawing charges of anti- 
Semitism from Jewish rights 
■groups and a denial from 
Israel on Tuesday. 

The confidential memoran- 
dum, first revealed in the 
Jewish weekly Moment and 
carried in fuller detail Tues- 
day in the Washington Post, 
alerted military contractors 
to the dangers, of attempted 
spying by “military friends," 
.such as Israel, France, Italy, 
Japan, Germany and Britain. 

Focusing on Israel, the 
document said the Jewish 
state “aggressively collects 
military and industrial tech- 
nology,” including spy satel- 
lite data, missile defence in- 
formation and data on milit- 
ary aircraft, tanks missile 
boats, and radars. 

Israel's recruitment techni- 

S ies, the memo said, in- 
uded “ethnic targeting, 
financial aggrandisement, 
and identification and ex- 
portation of individual frail- 
ties" of U.S. citizens. 

“Placing Israeli nationals 
in key industries... is a tech- 
nique utilised with great suc- 
cess,” the memo said. 


It alleged that Israel stole 
secret information from an 
Illinois optics firm in 1986 
and test equipment for a 
radar system in the mid- 
1980s. It also repeated unsub- 
stantiated charges that Israel 
was providing China with 
sensitive U-S- fighter jet 
technology. 

A senior Israeli official on 
Tuesday rejected the memo. - 
which he said was simply 
another consequence of the 
case of U-S. Navy analyst 
Jonathan Pollard, who is 
serving a life sentence in an 
American prison for spying ' 
for Israel. 

“Israel is not spying on the 
United States, and that's it,” 
said the official, who spoke 
on condition that he not be 
identified. 

“The memo is just another 
consequence of the Pollard 
affair,” he said. 

Leaks of the memorandum 
coincided with a new Israeli 
initiative to gain the release 
of Mr. Pollard, who was 
arrested in 1985 and sent- 
enced to life for treason two 
years later. 

- Last week Israel-issued a 
passport and citizenship cer- 
tificate for Mr. Pollard, but 
U.S. authorities maintained 
their refusal to grant him an 


early release. 

The Washington Post said 
the Pentagon memo was 
circulated in October to U.S. 
military contractors by the 
Defence Investigative Ser- 
vice, but was withdrawn two 
months later because it sing- 
led out Jewish “ethnicity” as 
a counterintelligence con- 
cern. 

The document neverthe- 
less prompted an angry pro- 
test from the Anti- 
Defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith, a prominent Jewish 
organisation whose director 
Abraham Foxman sent a let- 
ter to Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry. 

“This is a distressing 
charge which impugns Amer- 
ican Jews and borders on 
anti-semitism,” Mr. Foxman 
said in his letter. 

Assistant Secretary of De- 
fence Emmett Paige said the 
document did not reflect the 
official position of the de- 
fence department. 

Mr. Paige said that singling 
out ethnicity as a matter of 
counterintelligence vulner- 
ability was “particularly re- 
pugnant” to the department, 
whose personnel had been 
instructed “that similar docu- 
ments will not be produced in 
the future.” 


Diaspora Palestinians urged 
to work with self-rule areas 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Palestinians in diaspora, esti- 
mated to number a few mil- 
lion, were counselled by a 
prominent Palestinian 
woman intelelctual whq 
teaches at Durham Universi- 


ty in England, to “work with 
the 


present arrangement” 
reached by Israel and the 
Palestine National Authority 
in two interim peace agree- 
ments and try to “build on 
what has been gained.” 

Dr. Ghada Karmi. a fellow 
at the Centre of Middle East- 
ern and Islamic Studies, was 
Ihe lead speaker at a sympo- 
sium on “The Palestinian 
Elections and the Future of 
Palestine” sponsored by the 
Centre for Policy Analysis on 
Palestine and held at George- 
town University.-. . 

In her view, the diaspora 
Palestinians must resist the 
temptation of either rejecting 
the peace accords or trying to 
CTeate an alternative. “It is 
too late for that,” she in- 
sisted. 

Stressing that these Palesti- 
nians. whom she described as 
“bewildered” by the agree- 
ments. “have no other viable 
option” in the wake of what 
she saw as the ultimate “des- 
truction of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation and 
the Palestine National Coun- 
cil.” or the Palestinian parlia- 
ment, as a result of the Oslo 
peace accord. 

Her fear stemmed from her 


view that the final status 
talks, due to start in May. 
may be conducted “without 
diaspora representation.” 

If this is so. she cautioned, 
then the Palestinian diaspora 
may look to a future not 
dissimilar from that of the 
Armenians, “odd groups dis- 
persed in many countries of 
the world, still speaking their 
language and entertaining 
dreams of a mythical future 
which will reverse the past.” 

“It seems to me that the 
diaspora has no viable option 
now but to work with the 
present arrangement in the 
(self-rule) territories and try 
to build on what has been 
gained,” she stated. 

To a certain extent this has 
already begun, she pointed 
out. to have “with the sub- 
ventions and investments in 
the self-rule areas' from major 
Palestinian financiers in the 
diaspora." She expressed, 
hope that this would also 
include “offering expertise, 
skills and technology, all sup- 
posing that there was the 
organisation and willingess 
from those inside to take 
them up.” 

She said the role of the 
diaspora Palestinians could in 
fact resemble the “non- 
Israeli Jews who work to 
support Israel from the out- 
side.” 

However, she added, the 
Palestinian process must not 
stop here. Rather, she con- 


tinued. “it must consciously 
develop itself once again into 
a national movement, de- 
signed to impress its point of 
view on the agenda of the 
coming negotiations.” 

Dr. Karmi cautioned 
against pitting the “inside” 
Palestinians against the “out- 
side" Palestinians. Rather, 
she continued, both should 
work together to rebuild the 
PLO and the PNC. “but with 
an altered brief to take 
account of the new realities.” 
meaning the negotiated 
peace accords. 

The new strategy that must 
be attained by the two 
Palestinian sides, she con- 
tinued. should aim at ensur- 
ing that national rights and 
-principles- are not bargained 
away in the pursuit of tem- 
porary political gains. - * : •. 

She cited Jerusalem and 
the right of return as issues 
“crucial for the whole Palesti- 
nian people” which should be 
on the agenda of the final 
status talks. 

The time is short, she 
added. “Unless (the Palesti- 
nians) grasp the nettle now. 
they might find themselves 
without a solution and with- 
out a cause.” 

Dr. Karmi concluded, “the 
only realistic choice now is to 
exploit to advantage what has 
happened. To do otherwise 
will do nothing to counter the 
damage already done.” 


Moroccan group decries arrests 


RABAT (R) — A Moroccan 
human rights group bas pub- 
lished an open letter to Prime 
Minister Abdul Larif Filali 
alleging serious human rights 
violations including torture 
of suspects arrested in a 
crackdown against smug- 
glers. 

The government said last 
week that 245 people had 
been arrested in nationwide 
raids against suspected drug 
Smugglers. Human Rights 
Minister Mohammad Ziyane 
resigned last week after 
attacking the government's 
tactics as “collective lyn- 
ching.” 

The president of the orga- 
nisation Marocaine des 


Droits de L'Homme 
(OMDH), Abdul Aziz Ben- 
nani. cited in the letter “very 
grave” abuses reported by 
lawyers and by the media. 

“Acts of physical torture 
have been committed during 
interrogation of suspects. In 
some cases where extreme 
physical violence was used. 
Medical care was denied.” 
the letter said. 


lawyers to prove in court that 
their clients were subjected 
to torture, the letter added. 

OMDH is one of the coun- 
try's three main independent 
human rights groups. 

“These actions constitute a 
serious threat to justice and 
violate all international con- 
ventions on human rights." 
the letter said. 


Some suspects were 
brought to court without 
being allowed access to legal 
representation while lawyers 
complained that they were 
not allowed to visit suspects 
in detention, it said. 

This made it difficult for 


It added that in the abs- 
ence of a coherent policy by 
the government on human 
rights issues, the minister of 
interior, who heads the cam- 
paign against smuggling, as 
well as the justice minister 
and the prime minister 
should take responsibility. 


Disarray deepens in Rabin murder 
trial as court-appointed lawyer quits 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
troubled murder trial of Yigal 
Amir, confessed assassin of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, slipped further into 
disarray Tuesday when a 
court-appointed defence 
lawyer quit after less than 24- 
hours on the case. 

Attorney Avraham Wach- 
ter said he could not defend 
Amir, a 25-year-old Jewish 
nationalist who has admitted 
killing Mr. Rabin to halt the 
Palestinian peace process, 
because the defendant insists 
on building a political de- 
fense of his actions. 

“1 spoke with the accused 
for less than an hour and he 
explained that he wanted to 
present an ideological case 
for his defense,” Mr. Wach- 
ter, a former district attor- 


ney, told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Wachter noted that 
since testimony began in the 
trial on Sunday, Amir, a 
third-year law student, has 
taken to interrogating witnes- 
ses himself while his U.S.- 
trained lawyer Jonathan 
Goldberg remained largely 
silent. 

“You can’t defend some- 
one who thinks he knows the 
legal profession better than 
his own. attorney," Mr. 
Wachter said. "He doesn’t 
want anyone to think he 
acted in a moment of insan- 
ity. He only wants to justity 
his act by ideological argu- 
ments." 

“My role was to help the 
court handle this sensitive 
trial, but this is not possible if 
the defendant refuses to com- 


ply with procedures,” he 
said. “I had no other choice 
but to resign." 

Mr. Wachter’s appoint- 
ment and quick resignation 
was only the latest in a se- 
rious of incidents to disrupt 
Amir’s trial, which held its 
fourth session Monday and is 
to resume on Thursday. 

A second defence lawyer 
resigned on Sunday in a pub- 
lic dispute with Mr. Gold- 
berg, a right-wing settler 
from the West Bank, over 
how to proceed. 


While they bickered, Amir 
made an impromptu declara- 
tion to the court admitting 
that he killed Mr. Rabin but 
saying he had only wanted to 
paralyse the prime minister 
and end his political career. 


Ethiopia slams Israel 
over Ethiopian Jews 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The 
Ethiopian government has 
summoned the Israeli ambas- 
sador in Addis Ababa and 
expressed “deep concern” 
over the treatment of Ethio- 
pian Jews. 

An official statement said 
Foreign Minister Seyoum 
Mesfin called in Ambassador 
Avi Gnanot late on Monday 
and requested further clar- 
ification on “the matter that 
triggered the demonstration 
by the Ethiopian Jews in 
Jerusalem on Sunday.” 

Thousands of black Jews, 
secretly airlifted to Israel in 
the 1980s and 1990s, rioted in 
West Jerusalem on Sunday 
after learning Israel's blood 
banks were routinely discard- 
ing their donations for fear of 
AIDS. 

“The minister voiced deep 
concern over the issue and 
asked for further clarification 
on the matter,” the statement 
said. 

The Ethiopia News Agen- 
cy (ENA) said the Israeli 
ambassador expressed “the 
sadness felt by his govern- 
ment over the incident.*' 
"The ambassador also confirmed 
that Israel has 
already started taking action 
with the view to eliminate the 


causes underlying the inci- 
dent,” ENA added. 

News that Israeli health 
authorities at the blood bank 
were routinely destroying 
blood donated by Ethiopian 
Jews had been received with 
consternation and dismay in 
Addis Ababa. 


“How can all blood don- 
ated by the Ethiopian Jews 
become tainted with the HIV 
virus? This smacks of racism 
than anything else,” said a 
young man in.an Addis Aba- 
ba street. 

HIV leads to full-blown 
acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) for which 
a cure has not been disco- 
vered. Africa leads the world 
in the number of HTV and 
AIDS cases. 

On Sunday, Ethiopian 
Jews demonstrated outside 
the offices of Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
against the policy. 

Mr. Granot said on Mon- 
day the uproar could strain 
relations with African coun- 
tries just as Israel hoped to 
persuade the organisation of 
African Unity (OALT) to can- 
cel a decision equating Zion- 
ism — the belief in a Jewish 
state — with racism. 


Singapore names Israel envoy 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Singapore announced Tues- 
day that it was appointing its 
first ambassador to Israel 
amid thawing relations be- 
tween this city state's large- 
Muslim neighbours and Tel 
Aviv, which has forged peace 
with Palestinians. 

A terse statement from 
Singapore's Foreign Ministry 
said the government had 
appointed Foo Meng Tong, 
54, as its first ambassador to 
Israel. He will be presenting 
his credentials to President 
Ezer Weizman on Thursday. 

Singapore had delayed 
appointing an ambassador to 
Israel,, which had an envoy 
here since the early days of 
the city state. It also did not 
have any roving or non- 
resident ambassador for 
Israel. 

“The move to appoint an 
ambassador now is a positive 
move ahead. Although it was 
only Israel which had an 
ambassador, our ties with 
■Singapore in every aspect — 
trade, culture and politics — 
had been very good," Israel 
Ambassador Daniel Megiddo 
told AFP. 

The Singapore announce- 
ment came nearly two weeks 
after its neighbour. pre- 
dominantly Muslim 
Malaysia, said it would look 
into the possibility of opening 
up more trade links with 
Israel in stages. 


Last year. Kuala Lumpur 
allowed local businessmen to 
trade on a limited scale with 
Israel, a country with which it 
had no diplomatic relations. 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad said on 
Jan. 13 that he did not rule 
out restoring ties with Israel. 

But he stressed that the 
Jewish state must resolve its 
problems with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Syria. 

Malaysia and Singapore's 
other Muslim neighbours. In- 
donesia and Brunei, have 
been “more positive” to- 
wards Israel since it signed an 
historic peace accord with the 
PLO in September 1993, a 

^diplomat said. 

A month after the peace 
accord, Indonesian President 
Suharto received former 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in Jakarta for 
talks in the Indonesian lead- 
er's capacity as president of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 

Mr. Suharto also held talks 
with Mr. Rabin in New York 
last October. 

Apart from Brunei, In- 
donesia, Malaysia and Singa- 
pore, the other Association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) members are 
Thailand, the Philippines and 
Vietnam, with whom Israel 
has “normal and full di- 
plomatic relations.” Ambas- 
sador Megiddo said. 


Russian 

flotilla 

visits 

Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — A Rus- 
sian flotilla of 10 warships, 
commanded by a senior Rus- 
sian naval officer, have dock- 
ed at two Syrian pons on a 
goodwill visit to Moscow's 
former close ally. 

Admiral Igor Kasatonov, 
first deputy commander-in- 
chief of the Russian navy, 
told a news conference in 
Damascus on Monday the 
vessels carrying 3.500 marin- 
ers. docked on Sunday at the 
Mediterranean ports of Lata- 
kia and Tanus. 

The group, from Russia's 
northern fleet's base of 
Severomorsk, include the air- 
craft carrier Admiral Kuznet- 
sov. the destroyer Bezstrash- 
ny and the frigate Pylky. Rus- 
sia's ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy said. 

"We want to confirm our 
presence in the Mediterra- 
nean which dales back to tens 
of years...." Adm. Kasato- 
nov said. 

“We want also to express 
our desire to promote coop- 
eration with countries which 
existed a long time ago and 
with those who made new 
offers to develop coopera- 
tion." ■ 

The admiral said the visit 
was a goodwill mission 
“which is not aimed at show- 
ing muscles." 

The Soviet Union was 
Syria's main arms supplier 
before it broke off into sever- 
al states led bv Russia in 
1990. 

Ties with socialist Syria 
which became cool as a result 
of the collapse of communism 
began to warm up again after 
Russia joined the United 
States in sponsoring Arab- 
(sraeli peace negotiations 
which opened in Madrid in 
late 1991. 

Adm. Kasatonov said no 
joint military exercises were 
planned with the Syrians but 
added that the current visit 
had “required big coordina- 
tion and cooperation on some, 
military combat missions." 

"We need for example to 
coordinate on how to protect 
the visiting vessels off the 
Syrian ports and this requires 
full coordination with the Sy- 
rian marine forces.” he said. 

Adm. Kasatonov said that 
Syria had welcomed requests- 
to allow any Russian jet fight- 
ers to land at its airports in 
case of emergency. 

"We made agreements 
with some friendly states to 
facilitate the landing of our 
jet fighters in an emergency. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Security Council renews UNiFIL mandate 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Security Council unani- 
mously approved without debate on Monday a six- month 
renewal, until July 31. of the U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL). The 4.650-member force was sent to 
southern I x»hanon in 1978 to restore the Lebanese govern- 
ment's authority over the south of the country after an 
Israeli incursion. Israel and its allies of the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia still control a so-called “security zone” 
along the Lebanese side of the border. The zone was 
established in 1985. after the withdrawal of most Israeli 
troops involved in a 1982 invasion of Lebanon. UNIFIL 
now comprises contingents from Fiji. Finland. France, 
Ghana. Ireland. Italy. Nepal. Norway and Poland. 


EU sends fact-finder to Cyprus 


BRUSSELS (R) — European Union (EU) foreign minis- 
ters decided on Monday to send former Italian ambassador 
to Moscow. Federico di Roberto, on a facr finding mission 
to Cyprus, German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said. He 
said Mr. Di Roberto's task would be to liaise with the 
United Nations' representative in the divided country to 
find out whether the European Union should appoint a 
special envoy to help the reconciliation process. 


Women to join Israel’s border guards 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Some 600 women are for the first 
time to join Israel's border guards, a military arm of the 
police force, a police spokesman announced Monday. He 
said a first contingent of 100 young women had already 
started training on an experimental basis. The 600 recruits 
would all be volunteers and patrol sectors inside Israel’s 
borders with the Palestinian territories. Israel has around 
8.400 border guards. 


Israel bans Arab exhibition in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel said Tuesday 
it had banned an exhibition of Arab artists in East 
Jerusalem due to open that evening because it was 
organised by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). 
Internal Security Minister Moshe Shahal told state radio 
the exhibition at AI Wasati cultural centre “contravened 
the autonomy accords” between Israel and the Palesti- 
nians. State radio reported that Israel was particularly 
infuriated by news that the outgoing PNA culture minister, 
Yasser Abed Rabbo. was to attend the exhibition's 
opening. 


Ras AI Khaimah pardons 83 prisoners for Ramadan 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A ruler in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) has pardoned 83 prisoners to mark the 
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan and the ensuing 'Eid AI 
Fitr feast, the official news agency WAM reported on 
Tuesday. Sheikh Saqr Ben Mohammad AI Qassimi, ruler 
of the northern emirate of Ras Al Khaimah. issued an 
amnesty for the 83 who have been convicted for various 
offences and who “have shown good behaviour,” the 
agency said. 


Egypt’s top actress sues three journalists 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s top film star, Yousra, brought 
three journalists to court here Tuesday on charges of 
defamation over their reporting of her love tangle with’ a 
young married police officer. The 24-year-old officer took 
Yousra’s maid and chauffeur hostage, threatening to kill 
the actress in a drama played out peacefully on Jan; 14. He 
is in jail awaiting trial. Sayed Ali, Essam AI Meiigut and 
Hanan Bakri stand accused of insulting and defaming 
Yousra. under a controversial press law introduced last 
May that can jail journalists for up to 15 years. The court 
decided to release the three journalist without bail but they 
can be called to appear again, legal sources said. 


Egypt drops sentence against Kuwaiti editor 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian court overturned on 
Tuesday a verdict against the editor of a leading Kuwaiti 
newspaper condemning him to two years in jail for accusing 
a Egyptian television presenter of drugs smuggling. The 
editor of AI Siyassa daily, Ahmad AI Jarallah, was 
sentenced in absentia and fined $60 in June when the 
presenter, Nagwa Ibrahim, sued for defamation. AI Siyassa 
had printed a Syrian news agency report accusing Mr. 
Ibrahim, a well-known face on Egyptian television, of 
being involved in a drug trafficking scandal. But the state 
prosecutor's office here appealed against the verdict on a 
legal loophole. Mr. Jarallah is known for his pro- Egyptian 
articles and regularly interviewing President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. 


Britain to launch Gulf syndrome probe 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Defence Ministry, accused of 
failing to take seriously the suffering of Gulf war veterans, 
will announce on Tuesday it is launching an official study 
into so-called Gulf war syndrome. A Defence Ministry 
spokesman confirmed that news of the probe would be 
given in a written parliamentary answer later on Tuesday. 
He declined to give details. Media reports said the Defence 
Ministry was expected to announce an inquiry into defor- 
mines among the children of servicemen who served in the 
1991 Gulf war against Iraq. Veterans say a "cocktail" of 
immunisations to protect them against chemical and 
biological warfare was the likely cause of their symptoms, 
which include chronic fatigue, asthma and skin complaints. 
Some veterans are confined to wheelchairs. More than 70 
veterans also claim a link between the immunisation 
programme and limb defects, heart deformities and other 
deformities in their children. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 



Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 The Flintstoncs 

14 JO .: Speed Racer 

15:00 

Doe. — Islamic History in Jordan 

15=30 Amazing Stories 

14:00 Voyagers 

17:00 Sophie El Virginia 

1700 

Scnc — Lc Cinq Dcmicn Minutes 

IfeOO Lc Journal 

19:15 

Magazine — Sports & Musiquc 


19 JO 
19:35 
20:00 

Comedy— Evening Shade 

2825 Hawai Ftvc —O 

21:18 

Documcntry — Horizon Too Big. 

Too Soon 

22:25 

23:28. 

Drama — Airwolf 

Wfc30 



PRAYER TIMES 

85:87 

lift.?* 


11:49 


14:46 

17:12 

'Asr 

18:31 



Assemblies of God Cboxb. Td. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church TcJ. 624590. 
Church of the Annmaatiau Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 6b 1757 
Tcrrasaocta Church Tel: 622366 
Chordi of the Anmmdatioa Td. 

623541. 

AngScan Church Td. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Amnesias Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman loUraathmal Church Td. 

652526. 

Emgetkal Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German -speaking Erangdiral Con- 
gregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tcl.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church far 
Amman 
Td. 81 1295 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Temperatures arc expected to 
n« further with cloud* appearing 
jt different altitude* and south- 
westerly moderate. 

In Aqaba. it will he sunny with 
winds northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


St. Mary Of Nazareth Church 
SweMeh. Tel. 810740 


MinJMaa. temp. 

Amman I7/2U 


Aqaha 13 / 24 

Docks 5/21) 

Jordan Valley 12/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 19 Aqaba 22. Humidity 
readings: Amman 37 per cent. 
Aqaba 28 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Basum Karadshch 7S92M0 

Dr. Mukhto Hatoa 819220 

Dr. Arafat AI Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad ... 846070 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascroa pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nainmjh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy K47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahfiwd Qanu 281741 

AlOuds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ahdul Karim Khashashnch 

9X3023 

Khalifch pharmacy 9854 17 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dcpanmcn I 661 HI 
' Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Poticc 192.6211(1.637777 

Fire Brigade 6171(11 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water turd Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints..... 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66| l(ll 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6KOIU0 

Jordan Elcctneitv Authority 

815615 

Electric Puvier • 

Company ; 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information .... 0S-532H0 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airpon UX-532UU 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre X 138 1 3/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Ann 

644281/6 

ALilch Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

M albas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164*. 

Italian. ALMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Basfair J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26‘ 

Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674IS5 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikna Modem Hospital (09)990990 
□IBID: 

Princess Basra Hospital (U21275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital |U2|272275 

Ihn Al Nifces Hospital (ICE471BI 

AQABA: 

Pnncc» Haya Hospital (113)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 

department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (flSJ532fW- 
5. where it should always he veri- 
fied- 


20:00 Sanaa (IY) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

Lamaca(CY) 

“J?* Athens. Beirut (OA) 

••••■ Amsterdam (KLl 

23:59 London. Beirut (BA) 


H1JAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


08-35 ... 
0&55... 
08:55 ... 

Jeddah (RJ) 

... Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09KB Damascus (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:45 ... 


17:55 ... 
18.-60 ... 
18:00 ... 
1805 .. 

IJL50 .. 

.... Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

Brussels. Vienna (RJ ) 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

23:28 .. 


88:10.. 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

8*50.. 
Hh30.. 
12:15 .. 
14:20 ... 

Jeddah (SV) 

Karachi. Abu Dhahi (PK) 
Algiers (AH) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) ^ 

Amsicrdam, New York (RJ) 

Rome (Rj) 

Bcr, ' n - London (RJ) 

,5 —■■■; Istanbul (Rj) 

I' 1 " Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

JES Colombo (RJ) 

Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ 

g»-idirj> 

5J.-2 ~ New Delhi (RJ) 

;!:I® Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ, 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


Dep.Antaau... fcOOa.in.evmMoofcy 
Arr. Damage 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 7:30a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Ammu .... 5:00p.m. every Sunday 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

°7:4S Beirut (ME) 

0*«5 London (KJ1 

*0:40 Cairo (MS) 

•2:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:25 ... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

‘5:20 Shariqah (AH) 

27:00 Sanaa(lY) 

22^0 Lamaca(CY) 

00-J5 Amsterdam (KL) 

63:00 Beirut. Athens (OAI 


market prices 

Uppctflowcr price in fils per kg. 

700/500 

oanana 63(V630 

Banana (Mukammaij "!!] 56050 ) 

oanana (imported) NOO/600 



l«w 1017 

Lueumbcrs (small) 340/250 

150/100 

Marrow (small) 280/200 

Omen (green) I4U/IOO 

Onion (dry, 220/150 

Pepper hoi) 480/400 

Pepper (sweet) 4*1*400 

Rjur'h 

Siring Beans 700 / 500 

iP" uch / 120 

* omato 12W80 


r 7 


F -Vin 


.•it.. 
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A SPECIAL IFTAR: 
Iman and 


JlL JLtTAR: Her Majesty Queen Noon accompanied by her daughters Princesses 
Rayah, Tuesday hosts an iftar at AI Hussein Sports City for nearly 400 children 
from the Ministry of Social Development’s orphanages located throughout the Kingdom. The 
Queen chatted with the children during the iftar and sent presents to those who were too 
young to attend. Minister of Social Development Salwa Damen-Masri and Advisor to the 
Queen In am Mufti attended the iftar (photo by Crystal) 


Prince Abdullah turns 34 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Abdullah, the eldest 
son of His Majesty King 
Hussein, Tuesday turned 
34. 

Bom in Amman on Jan. 
30, 1962, Prince Abdullah 
attended the Islamic Educa- 
tional School in Amman 
until 1966 then transferred 
to St Edmund's School in 
Surrey. England. 

Later, the Prince attended 
and graduated from Deer- 
field Academy in the Unit- 
ed States. 

Prince Abdullah joined 
the Royal Academy at 
Sandhurst in England 
where he received his mili- 
tary training. He laierwent 
to Oxford University for a 
one-year special course in 
international politics and 
world affairs. 

Prince Abdullah attended 
the School of Foreign Ser- 
vice at Georgetown Univer- 
sity in Washington. D.C. 
between Aug. 19S7 and 
May I9S8. 


Serving with the Jordan 
Armed Forces he was pro- 
moted to frill colonel in 
1993 and is currently the 
commander of the Special 
Forces. 

Prince Abdullah has par- 
ticipated in several training 
cources in artillery and var- 
ious small arms, and also 
served with the Special 
Forces in airborne and anti- 
terrorist training opera- 
tions. 

Qualified as a parachutist 
from both the British and 
French armed forces. 
Prince Abdullah is skilled 
in free-fall parachuting and 
is a qualified pilot. 

Apart from the military 
service. Prince Abdullah 
has served as Regent sever- 
al limes during periods 
when King Hussein was 
abroad. , 

On June 10, 1993 Prince 
Abdullah was married to 
HRH Princess Rani a. The 
couple’s son. Prince Hus- 
sein Ben Abdullah, will 



UAE envoy, commerce leader 
look into expanding trade ties 

AMO releases 95 agricultural export figures 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
United Arab Emirat es 
(UAE) Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Ahmad Zuabi Tuesday 
said his county's Chamber 
of Commerce was eager to 
cooperate with the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers 
of Commerce (FJCC) in the 
exchange of trade-related 
information and in organis- 
ing trade fairs in each coun- 
try. 

Speaking at a meetiog 
with FJCC chairman 

Haidar Mur dad, the ambas- 
sador said the UAE 
embassy will work to facil- 
itate visits by Jor dani an 
businessmen and merchants 
to his country to discuss 
trade and economic cooper- 
ation. 

For his part, Mr. Murdad 


reviewed the federation’s 
economic and trade activi- 
ties which be said are 
steadily increasing with 
Arab and foreign countries. 

He attributed the upswing 
to the benefits of economic 
stability and security in the 
Kingdom, saying such con- * 
ditions would help to attract 
investors. 

Mr. Murad also briefed 
the ambassador on the lat- 
est Jordanian legislation 
which aim at promoting 
investment in the Kingdom 
by offering numerous 
incentives to foreign 
investors. 

The FJCC chairman 
extended an invitation to 
the UAE Chamber of Com- 
merce to visit Jordan, 
examine the investment cli- 


mate and look into starting 
joint ventures with the Jor- 
danian business communi- 
ty- 

According to a federation 
statement, Jordan- UAE 

trade amounted to JD 23 
million in 1995 up from JD 
19 million in 1992. 

UAE imports 41% of 
Jordan’s produce exports 

Tuesday’s meeting 
between the UAE envoy 
and the federation chairman 
coincided with the release 
of 1995 Jordanian agricul- 
tural products exports fig- 
ures which showed that the 
UAE topped the list of 
countries importing Jordan- 
ian produce. The figures 
showed that the UAE 


imported 41.1 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s total exports of 
317,000 tonnes during 
1995. 

A statement by the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organi- 
sation (AMO) said exports 
of vegetables and fruits 
earned Jordan JD 60 mil- 
lion in 1995; nearly equal to 
export earnings of 1994. . 

The AMO said Lebanon; 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar ir I 
addition to several non-; 
Arab countries also impor^ 
Jordanian produce. 

Referring to the King- 
dom’s own imports of agri- 
cultural products the AMO 
statement said 54.300 
tonnes of vegetables and 
27,300 tonnes of fruits were' 
imported in 1995. 


Arab states urged to 
use treated wastewater 


AMMAN (Petra) — Panic- 
pants in a five -day work- 
hop held here in December 
to discuss management of 
treated wastewater Tuesday 
issued a statement sum- 
ming up their recommenda- 
tions, c allin g on their gov-, 
emments to improve the 
quality of treated waste- 
water through advanced 
technology. _ 

They suggested applying 
methods which would take 
advantage of the treated 
water and utilise it for irri- 
gation and in industry. 

For this to happen, said a 
statement prepared by the 
workshop participants, 
special attention should be 
given to expanding and 
promoting tbe functioning 
of wastewater treatment 
plants -and stations -and to 
increasing tbe number of 
such stations. * 

Tbe statement underlined 
the need for low-cost treat- 
ment techniques to help the 
Arab stales benefit from the 
water at the lowest possible 
cost. 


It called for the establish- 
ment of a data bank with 
contributions from tbe par- 
ticipating countries to pro- 
vide information on matters 
related to sanitation, sewer- 
age projects and treatment 
stations, and to upgrade 
and intensify public aware- 
ness programmes which 
would target fanners and 
local communities in the 
rural regions on the utilisa- 
tion of the treated water in 
industrial and agricultural 
fields. 

In addition, the partici- 
pants urged their govern- 
ments to intensify research 
centres* work in the use of 
treated waste water and to 
enact unified Arab legisla- 
tion governing the man- 
agement and use of treated 
water as air aiternatrve'and 
important source for pro- 
viding sufficient r ’siippl & 
for different purposes. 

Tbe delegates to the 
workshop represented Iraq, 
Syria, Tunisia, Algeria and 
Morocco, in addition to 
Jordan. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


CONCERT 

* Ramadan recital followed by a sufaur (light meal) 
by Syrian Sheikh of chanting Sabri Mudallal and bis 
traditional and dervisbs ensemble on Thursday at 
Philadelphia Hotel at HkOO p.m. (The programme 
Indudes muwasbahat, odwar, Aleppo kodud, 
mawaweei, jnabawt praises and Sufi songs). 


FILMS 

* “Spur der Steine,” <m German with English subti- 
tles) at Goethe-Institut, Jabal Amman at 8:00 p-m. 

* “Le Monde du Silence,” at the French Cultural 
Centre at 3:00 p-m. 

LECTURE 

* Lecture on the novel entitled “Maxund Moritz” (in 
Arabic and German, with slides and excerpts from 
the screenplay) at Goethe-Institut at 7:00 p.m. 

PLAYS 

* “Between Two Jaws,” at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 8:00 pan. 

* “Ramadan Supermarket” (in Arabic) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography and paintings of railways and trains 
at Goethe-Institut (until Jan. 31). 

* Prinl mak ing and paintings by Jordanian artist 
Yasser Dweik at Da rat Al Funun, Jabal Luweibdeb. 
Also displaying paintings and sculptures by contem- 
porary artists (until Feb. 18). 

* Contemporary and Traditional Jewellery at the 
Jordan Design and TVade Centre, Sluneisani (TeL 
699141) (until Jan. 31). 

* Plastic (abstract) art exhibition by Jordanian and 
Iraqi artists at Orfhli Art Gallery, Umm Utheina 
(until Feb. 6). 

* Paintings by artist Raphaele Chabrol at the French 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 31). 

* Paintings by Amer Bani Yassin — “A Moment or 
Dream.'’ At the Housing Bank Complex (until Feb. 


Srour says recent disputes at House 
are one form of parliamentary life 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speak- 
er Saad Hayel Srour Tues- 
day said recent disputes and 
exchanges of insults at tbe 
House were one of the man- 
ifestations of parliamentary 
life. 

Commenting on disputes 
that surfaced during recent 
House meetings between 
deputies and the govern- 
ment and between deputies 
themselves, Mr. Srour said 
many people in the world 
consider such phenomena 
as healthy in case they stop 
at “the natural limits that 
would oot lead to perma- 
nent crises among 
deputies.” 


“When we talk about one 
or more incidents in which 
debates become acrimo- 
nious. 1 stress that these 
debates should remain with- 
in the context of a democra- 
tic Jordanian parliament 
whose doors are widely 
open for all views and ideas 
no maneT how different 
they are as long as the final 
decision will be taken by 
the majority,” Mr. Srour 
said. 

“This is what has distin- 
guished the Jordanian par- 
liament, even when it was 
debating the most sensitive 
and controversial issues in 
the history of the country,” 
he added 


During Sunday’s regular 
session, a fierce dispute 
between the government 
and the opposition over 
division of power between 
the judiciary and the leg- 
islative estcalated into uoc- 
trollable personal coofrona- 
tions. 

The dispute started 
between Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Education Abdul Raouf Al 
Rawabdeh and Islamic 
Action Front (LAF) Deputy 
Abdul Munem Abu ZanL 
The dispute later developed 
into a verbal fracas with 
other deputies joining one 
of the two sides and some 
of them exchanging insults. 


Among last week’s sever- 
al quarrels, there was one 
dispute between Deputy 
Toujan Faisal and the gov- 
ernment 

Tbe House speaker told 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, in an interview that 
no matter how acrimonious 
debates at the house get and 
no matter how much views 
differ, democracy “will and 
should eventually triumph. 

These debates which take 
place in our Jordanian par- 
liament are one of tbe best 
democratic open dialogues 
existing in tbe most presti- 
gious parliaments in the 
world, be said. 


DEF finances 
JD 5m worth of 
income generating 
projects in 1995 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Development and Employ- 
ment Fund (DEF) last year 
granted JD 5 million in 
loans to individuals and 
institutions to finance 1,008 
income generating projects 
in various pans of the 
Kingdom during 1995, 
according to DEF Director 
General All Jaddou' 
Kuba’ah. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Mr. Kuba’ah said 
DEFs -efireer and- indirect 
loans- to individuals and 
institutions helped in creat- 
ing 2 jM7 job opportunities. 

Mr. Quba'ah said the 
Fund last year received 
requests directly from indi- 
viduals to finance 746 pro- 
jects worth JD 4.464,924, 
of which the fund has 
financed 601 projects worth 
JD 2,977,134. 

Mr. Kuba’ah said DEF 
has financed 397 projects 
through such institutions 
and organisations as the 
Agricultural Credit Corpo- 
ration (ACC) and the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF). 

He said that DEF signed a 
JD 2.25 million agreement 
for the years 199471995 with 
the ACC to finance agricul- 
tural projects targeting tbe 
needy and the jobless. The 
Fund had also signed a JD 1 
million biennial agreement 
with QAF. and had also 
financed 10 projects for vol- 
untary societies at a total 
value of JD 304,000 in 
1995. 

On the regional distribu- 
tion of the Fund’s direct 
and indirect loans, Mr. 
Kuba’ab said the King- 
dom’s central regions, 
which include Amman, 
Zarqa, Balqa and Madaba 


govemorates, won the 
lion’s share with 45.5 per 
cent of the total value of 
loans granted by DEF, or 
JD 2,365.000. These loans 
have contributed to provid- 
ing 1,019 job opportunities. • 

The nonhem parts of the 
Kingdom, which include 
Irbid. Mafraq, Ajloun and 
Jarash govemorates,' 
received 35.6 per cent of 
the total fund loans, or JI> 
1,528,000. These loans con; 
tributed jo . providing, j §75 
job opportunities. 

Tbe southern parts. of. die 
country, -however, darbed 
18.9 per cent of the loans, or 
JD 811,000. They also con-, 
tributed to providing 323 
job opportunities. 

Ml Quba’ah attributed 
the low percentage of loans 
allocated to the southern 
parts — which include 
Karak, Maan, Tafileh and 
Aqaba — to the relatively 
low number of applicants 
for loans, due to the 
remoteness of the centre 
from this region and the 
fear by the people con- 
cerned that they might not 
be able to market their 
products and thus will not 
be able to settle their debts 
to the fund. 

On the sectoral distribu-: 
tion of loans, Mr Kuba’ah 
said the services sector won 
the biggest share with 46.6 
per cent of the total financ- 
ing value, followed by the 
industrial sector, which 
won 31.9 per cent of the 
total value of loans, the 
agricultural sector which 
woo 13.7 per cent of the 
total loans value and then 
the crafts and tourism sec- 
tor with 5.9 per cent and 3.4 
per cent respectively. 


Syria ’s Sheikh Sabri Mudallal returns 
for one more Ramadan performance 


By Jean-CIaude Ellas 

Special ip the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His perfor- 
mance last year received 
such acclaim that tbe 
National Music Conserva- 
tory (NMC) - Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, 
decided to invite Syria’s 
Sheikh Sabri Mudallal 
again to Amman this year, 
for a Ramadan entertain- 
ment at the Philadelphia 
Hotel. 

Accompanied by singers 
interpreting traditional 
Arabic songs and with the 
famous “Turning 

Dervish's Ensemble.” 
Sheikh Mudallal’s voice 
will once again fill the 
hotel's Royal Ballroom on 


Thursday night, Feb. I. 

Sabri Mudallal, one of 
the best known singers of 
the genre, will interpret 
chants from religious 
inspiration (Prophet’s 
Praise) as well as Sufi 
songs. 

Whether singing Aleppo 
“Kudud,” old “Muwasha-. 
hat” or “Mawaweel” (the 
Arabic equivalent of 
American Blues music), 
Sheikh Sabri has become 
the undisputed master of 
these styles. 

Recognised as an excep- 
tional musical and vocal 
talent from the early age of 
12. he has since toured 
many countries and given 
countless performances. 


Those familiar with “Ya 
Mai Es-Sham” or “Ya 
Shadi El Alhan” will find 
Sheikh Sabri ’s interpreta- 
tion of these traditional 
aires one of the most musi- 
cal and authentic that can 
be heard. 

He leaves enough room 
for improvisation without 
altering the original spirit 
of the songs. 

Whether taken from the 
purely musical or from tbe 
social point of view, the 
recital of Sabri Mudallal 
and his ensemble could not 
be better set than during 
the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Presented under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
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A member of tbe Hinting Dervish’s Ensemble in performance 
Queen Noor, the perfor- mance will be followed by a light “Suhur.” 
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Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 31, 1996 


Sri Lanka rebels step up attacks 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las set off a bomb in the 
country's east Tuesday, 
keeping up pressure on gov- 
ernment forces who suf- 
fered heavy casualties the 
day before, the military and 
rebels said. 

At least one civilian was 
killed when the Liberation 
T igers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) exploded a bomb at 
Kalmunai, 40 kilometres 
south of Batticaloa town 
early Tuesday morning, 

military sources in the east 
said. 

Security forces found and 
defused another rebel bomb 
at Kalawanchikudi. a few 
kilometres north of 
Kalmunai, they said. 

“During this last week or 
so they have increased 
activity in (he east," a mili- 
tary spokesman told 
Reuters. 

Tuesday's inci dents came 
a day after the LTTE, fight- 
ing for a homeland for 
minority Tamils in the 
island's north and east, 
overran an army camp and 
ambushed a police patrol in 


the east, killing 13 soldiers 
and three policemen. 

The Ministry of Defence 
said the guerrillas killed 
three more soldiers and 
wounded another when they 
ambushed a military patrol 
Sunday at Janakapura in the 
east. 

The LTTE’s Voice of 
Tigers radio, monitored by 
Reuters in the northern 
town of Vavuniya, said 
Tuesday the guetrilias lost 
eight senior cadres in two of 
the three attacks, adding 
that they bad inflicted heavy 
damage on the mili tary. 

The radio said guerrillas 
captured the soldiers' aims 
and ammunition during 
their raid on the army camp 
at Pulmoddai in eastern 
Trincomalee district. 

A military spokesman said 
security forces bad already 
mounted several limited 
operations in the east to 
counter 'increasing rebel 
attacks. 

'The casualties they have 
inflicted upon us are not 
huge and there is no reason 
for us to be worried at this 
stage. 7 ' he said. 


The rebels stepped up 
attacks in the east following 
the fall of their northern 
Jaffna stronghold to the 
army last month. At least 

1,000 rebel fighters were 
reported to have taken 
refuge in eastern jungles 
after their defeat at Jaffna. 

Police Tuesday published 
a photograph of the rebels’ 
political chief for the east- 
ern region. Sivagnanam 
Karikalan, seeking informa- 
tion from the public for his 

acres l 

“We have information that 
Karikalan is in Colombo. 

We want to arrest him 
here,' 7 a senior police officer 
told Reuters. 

Last week Mr. Karikalan 
told reporters i n Bat ticaloa 
district that the LTTE would 
retake Jaffna through guer- 
rilla warfare. 

Mr. Karikalan also admit- 
ted the rebels shot down an 
air force helicopter with 39 
security personnel on board 
on Jan. 22 over the northern 
seas. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have died in the 13-year 


conflict 

Meanwhile the bodies of 
19 of the 39 servicemen on 

board the Sri I-ankan Air 
Force helicopter which 
went missing over the 
northern sea last week have 
been washed ashore, the 
National News Agency said 
Tuesday. 

“We have found 19 bod- 
ies,’' a military spokesman 
told Reuters without giving 
details. 

The National News 
Agency said the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross had told the 
military that 19 bodies, 
believed to be those of the 
missing servicemen, were 
washed ashore at 
Kothiwilan, about nine kilo- 
metres from Point Pedro 
where the helicopter disap- 
peared. 

Residents of the northern 
rebel stronghold of Jaffna 
said Monday that the heli- 
copter was shot down by the 
Tamil Tiger rebels and that 
some occupants had been 
captured, while the others 
had died. 


Adams urges Major to drop 


China 


N. Ireland election plan 


BELFAST (R> — Gerry 
Adams, head of the IRA's 
Sinn Fein political arm, 
urged Britain Tuesday to 
abandon plans for elections 
in Northern Ireland and 
hold long-awaited all party 
peace talks instead. 

He was speaking ahead of 
talks called urgently by 
Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew to calm 
anger over London’s sur- 
prise plan for elections 
designed to end a stalemate 
over whether peace talks 
should be preceded by guer- 
rilla disarmament. 

“The only way to clarify 
this from the British gov- 
ernment’s point of view is 
for (Prime Minister) John 
Major to publicly retract on 
the election diversion...and 
also to publicly drop his 
preconditions for an IRA 


surrender of weapons,” Mr. 
Adams told BBC Radio. 

Mr. Major came up with 
the election idea last week 
as an alternative path to 
peace rf the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
and Protestant extremist 
guerrillas continue to reject 
his “arms before talks" pol- 
icy. 

Britain says the guerrillas, 
who fought for 25 years 
over the future of British 
rule, must disarm to cement 
18 month-old truces. Both 
have refused to do so. 

Mr. Major provoked fury 
from the Irish government 
who said he had not con- 
sulted them about the elec- 
tion proposal and was 
breaching a joint strategy 
for carving out peace in the 
troubled region. 

Ireland says Britain 


should take up a proposal 
from a U.S. mediation team 
for all-party talks alongside 
gradual arms decommis- 
sioning. 

Mr. Major rejects Sinn 
Fein assertions that an elec- 
tion is a tactic to stall talks, 
which Dublin and London 
had said they hoped would 
start by March. 

He says it could lead to a 
“peace convention" and 
says the Catholic minority's 
fears of a return of 
Protestant domination are 
groundless. 

Mr. Adams travels to the 
United States Wednesday to 
lobby opposition against 
Britain's plans. Northern 
Ireland junior Minister 
Michael Ancram arrived in 
the United ‘States Monday 
to brief politicians on his 
government’s position.. J. . 


China to put 6,500 troops in Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — 
China plans to station about 
6,500 troops in Hong Kong 
after it regains sovereignty 
from Britain next year, a 
Hong Kong newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The projected Chinese 
troop strength, reported by 
the Oriental Daily News, 
appeared similar to the mil- 
itary set-up under British 
rule, the British garrison 
said. 

Tt sounds to me to be in 
general terms about the 
same (as British troop 
strength in Hong Kong)," 
Roger Goodwin, 

spokesman for the British 
military, told Reuters. 

China resumes sovereign- 
ty over Hong Kong on July 
I, 1997, ending one and a 
half centuries of colonial 
rule. 

In a public relations offen- 
sive in the past few days 
China has tried to allay 
local people's fears of 
People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) troops overrunning 


Hong Kong after the 1997 
handover. 

The Oriental Daily News 
said China planned to sta- 
tion 4,000 infantry, 500 air 
force personnel equipped 
with 10 helicopters, a navy 
contingent of 500 with 10 to 
15 patrol boats and small 
ships, and some 1 ,500 logis- 
tics and headquarters staff. 

But Liu Zhenwu. com- 
mander of the future PLA 
gauison, was quoted by the 
official Xinhua News 
Agency Sunday as saying 
the Chinese force would be 
smaller than that main- 
tained by Britain. He gave 
no concrete figure. 

Before Britain scaled back 
in 1994 it had 9,000 to 

10,000 soldiers in the terri- 
tory. Mr. Goodwin said. It 
now had about 3,250. 

The downsizing came 
after a 1992 security review 
led to a decision that it was 
unlikely the military force 
would be used in the 
remaining five years of 
British administration, he 


said. 

Mr. Goodwin said China 
bad given no official size or 
details of its future Hong 
Kong force. 

It would be to Hong 
Kong’s advantage to allow 
small advance groups of 
PLA troops in before the 
handover for familiarisa- 
tion, he said. 

“We see practical benefits 
in small groups of members 
of PLA advance parties 
coming into Hong Kong to 
liaise with us over the han- 
dover of the barracks." 

“The thing most likely to 
cause the problems which 
Hong Kong is so frightened 
of is to lock the doors and 
keep them bolted anij barred 
until one minute after mid- 
night on July 1, 1997, and 
then hand the PLA, as they 
come through the border, a 
road map of Hong Kong 
and tell them where to find 
Sek Kong," Mr. Goodwin 
added. Sek Kong is the site 
of a military air base. 


Diana expects ‘easy, quick divorce’ 


LONDON (R) — Princess Diana's divorce 
from her estranged husband Prince Charles 
will be sooner and easier than expected, a 
British newspaper said Tuesday. 

The princess, who has been separated 
from the heir-to-the-throne for more than 
two years, also does not expect to have any 
problems about access to her sons Prince 
William. 13, and Prince Harry, 11 and is 
feeling “very stable" emotionally. 

The tabloid Daily Mirror said the 34-year- 
old princess gave the amazingly frank 
assessment of her divorce proceedings dur- 
ing a lunch hosted by the Association of 
American Correspondents in London. 

Princess Diana did not give a speech to 
the gathering of 70 journalists but chatted 
with guests over lunch. Commenting on her 
final parting with the prince she said it 
would be “sooner and easier than I had 
anticipated," the newspaper quoted her as 
telling guests. 

Tt is proceeding and going ahead." 

The princess who bared her soul in a con- 
troversial television interview in November 
admitted that having male friends was a 
problem. 

T find it much easier to have a female 
friendship than a friendship with a man. I 
am always being followed which make it 
very difficult," the newspaper quoted her as 
saying. 

Princess Diana’s television interview in 


November in which she admitted being 
unfaithful to her husband and cast doubt 
over his ability to be king and said she 
wanted to be a roving ambassador for 
Britain sent shock waves through royal cir- 
cles. 

Shortly afterwards Queen Elizabeth, who 
was kept in the dark about the television 
programme, wrote to the warring couple 
urging them to divorce as soon as possible. 
Lawyers for the couple are reported to be 
working on final arrangements. 

During the lunch the newspaper said the 
princess also revealed that she would love 
to visit British soldiers in Bosnia but the 
British Foreign Office would never allow it 

“If you looked closely at her when she 
spoke of Bosnia, you could see she was 
pretty angry," a source told the Daily 
Minor. 

Princess Diana also reportedly played 
down the recent exodus of her staff. Her 
secretary, chauffeur and private secretary 
resigned recently and her press secretary 
left shortly after the television interview. 

"There is no problem with my staff. I feel 
much more in control now and in reality 1 
am only one member of staff short,” she 
said. 

When asked by the American guests if she 
had any intention of visiting the United 
States, she replied that she had no plans at 
the moment. 


blames 
Taiwan 
for poor 
relations 

BEUING (R) — Chinese 
Premier Li Peng blamed 
Taiwan's leaders Tuesday 
for deteriorating ties due to 
what he termed their bid 
for independence and he 
repeated Beijing's threat 
that separation would trig- 
ger a military attack. 

Mr. Li gave no timetable 
for reunification with arch- 
rival Taiwan in his speech 
in Beijing to mark the first 
anniversary of an eighc- 
pomt proposal for reunifi- 
cation ■ by President and 
Communist Party Chief 
Jiang Zemin. 

“There is only one China 
in the world and Taiwan is 
an inalienable part of it," 
Ml Li said. 

In a tough speech reiter- 
ating Beijing’s long-held 
position toward the 
Nationalist-ruled island, 
Mr. Li placed the blame for 
deteriorating ties between 
Taiwan and China squarely 
on the shoulders of 
.Taiwan’s authorities, 
accusing them of a drive to 
seek independence. 

Mr. Li's speech was 
intended to serve both as a 
warning and as an olive 
branch, in effect repeating 
Mr. Jiang's offer of talks 
with Taiwan to end offi- 
cially the state of hostility 
between the two sides of 
the Taiwan Strait, one 
diplomat said 
However, Mr. Li had also 
seized the opportunity to 
remind Taiwan voters that 
Beijing was determined to 
achieve reunification — 
with just two months to go 
before presidential elec- 
tions expected to return 
Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-Hui to office. 

“Whatever changes 
might occur in the way in 
which the leadership in 
Taiwan is chosen, they can- 
not change the fact that 
Taiwan is a part of China 
and its leaders are only 
leaders of a region in 
China," Mr. Li said in the 
first sign Beijing may be 
trying to influence the 
March 23 vote. 

China fears a popularly 
elected Lee might boost 
further the island’s interna- 
tional image while at least 
one of his opponents open- 
ly supports Taiwan inde- 
pendence. the diplomat 
said 

Tt will lead nowhere if 
some people attempt to use 
the change of Taiwan lead- 
ers as an excuse to pm their 
separatist activities in a 
legal guise," Mr. Li said. 

Improvement in ties with 
China, which has consid- 
ered Taiwan a renegade 
province since the end of 
the Chinese Civil War in 
1949, would depend on a 
policy shift by Taipei, Mr. 
Li said. 



About 104)00 monarchists protest outside Parliament House in Sydney Tuesday, wav- 
ing Australian flags and placards calling for the sacking of the Premier of the 
Australian state of New South Wales, Bob Carr. The protest, organised by Australians 
for Constitutional Monarchy, (ACM) follows Mr. Carr's decision to reduce the cere- 
monial role of the New South Wales vice-regal post and open Government House to 
the public (Reuter photo) 

Keating challenges Howard to fight 


CANBERRA (Agencies) — Australian 
Prime Minister Paul Keating, fighting from 
behind in the polls for his political life, 
rolled up his sleeves Tuesday for a sharp 
personal attack on his opponent, likening 
him to a hedgehog. 

Mr. Keating challenged conservative 
opposition leader John Howard to come out 
and figbt him in a series of debates and to 
answer questions from journalists before 
the March 2 election. 

“He is rolling himself into the smallest 
ball possible so that be doesn't need to be 
accountable," Mr. Keating told reporters in 
Canberra. 

“He is hiding," Mr. Keating said. 

Mr. Howard has said he is happy to debate 
Mr. Keating twice during the campaign, but 
has yet to agree with the government on the 
venue and timing of the debates. 

Mr. Keating, renowned for his acerbic and 
often personal attacks on his opponents, 
had run a relatively statesmanlike campaign 
until launching into the attack on Mr. 
Howard. 

Struggling to grab hold of an issue to 
attack his opponent, Mr. Keating was 
forced four days into the campaign to focus 
on Mr. Howard’s reluctance to hold foil 
press conferences and his refusal to agree to 
the venue and timing of debates. 

“I mean John Howard is an outrage in 
terms of the way he is treating the 
Australian people," Mr. Keating said. 

Mr. Howard has yet to propose any truly 
controversial policies, promising tittle in 
the way of significant change and cam- 
paigning with the call for a change after 13 
consecutive years of Labour government 

Mr. Keating has been prime minister since 
1991. 

Mr. Howard has pledged not to cut work- 
ers' wages, not to reform the national med- 
ical insurance system and to sell just a third 
of the state-owned telecommunications 
company, Telstra Coip. 

This contrasts with the opposition’s 
approach in the 1993 election campaign, 
when it promised sweeping tax reform, 
including a consumption tax. a complete 
shake-up of the industrial relations system 
and the complete sale of Telstra. 


Mr. Keating successfully portrayed the 
opposition, then led by economist John 
Hewson, as right-wing ideologues promis- 
ing painful and radical reform. 

He overcame a hefty opinion poll deficit 
to win what many bad described as the 
unwinnable election, given unemployment 
was more than 1 1 per cent. 

Now Mr. Keating faces an opposition 
careful not to promise major reform and an 
opinion poll deficit of more than eight per- 
centage points. 

Mr. Howard said Mr. Keating’s attack was 
predictable. 

T think it is a sign that the prime minis- 
ter's showing a bit of strain and lashing 
out." Mr. Howard said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Howard detailed a policy 
to encourage small business, including a 
relatively minor tax measure designed to 
improve business cashflow but not actually 
cut the tax take. 

Mr. Keating said it was merely a technical 
measure. 

In a separate development, thousands of 
monarchists Tuesday converged on the 
imposing official residence of die governor 
of New South Wales — Queen Elizabeth’s 
representative in the state — to protesr 
against the downgrading of his role. 

The protest, organised by Australians for 
Constitutional Monarchy (ACM), comes in 
response to State Premier Bob Carr’s deci- 
sion earlier this month to reduce the cere- 
monial role of the vice-regal post and open 
the official residence. Government House, 
to the public. 

Police estimated 15.000 predominantly 
elderly protestors lined the driveway to the 
Government House, which is set in acres of 
manicured gardens adjoining city parks, to 
farewell outgoing governor Rear Admiral 
Peter Sinclair. 

The crowd then marched to Parliament 
House, singing Waltzing Matilda and dis- 
playing placards calling for Mr. Caere’s 
sacking. 

Mr. Carr’s move was widely seen by 
monarchists as an attempt to bring in a 
republic “through the back door," by reduc- 
ing the high-profile position to what they 
said was a rubber stamp role. 


Security Council threatens Burundi 
with possible military action 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — The Security 
Council brandished the 
threat Monday of possible 
military intervention and an 
international arms embargo 
in a bid to avert an ethnic 
bloodbath in Burundi. 

But despite the tough 
wording of a resolution 
adopted unanimously here, 
it appeared unlikely that the 
Security Council would 
rapidly adopt measures on 
sending in an international 
force to the Central African 
region. 

In the resolution urging a 
political settlement in 
Burundi, the 15-member 
Council called on U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali to develop military 
“contingency plans" in case 
the situation suddenly dete- 
riorated further. 

The Council asked him to 
submit a “full report" by 
Feb. 20 fleshing out his pro- 
posals for a U.N. standby 
force which could be 
deployed in Zaire and for 
U.N. guards who could pro- 
tect Telief workers in 
Burundi. 

A three-man technical 
security mission is currently 
in Bunrndi looking at the 
feasibility of sending in a 
contingent of U.N. guards. 

The resolution, which 
welcomed that mission, 
asks Dr. Ghali “to consider 
what further steps of a pre- 
ventive nature may be nec- 
essary in order to avoid the 
situation deteriorating fur- 
ther, and to develop contin- 
gency plans as appropriate.” 

Security Council perma- 
nent members such as 
Britain, France and the 
United States have so far 


been cool to the idea of a 
military intervention. 

But Council President Sir 
John Weston of Britain kept 
the threat alive by saying 
following the resolution’s 
adoption by the 15-member 
body: “In our mind, no 
option is ruled out in princi- 
ple." 

The text calls on both 
sides in the Burundian con- 
flict — pitting extremists 
from the Hutu majority 
against the Tutsi elite which 
controls tbe army — to join 
in a dialogue for national 
reconciliation. 

U.S. Ambassador Made- 
leine Albright, who has just 
returned from an African 
tour which included a stop 
in Bujumbura, urged Bu- 
rundian leaders to “isolate 
the extremists and seek a 
lasting peace." 

The resolution was adopt- 
ed over the objections of 
Burundi's ambassador to 
the United Nations Nsanze 
Terence, who unsuccessful- 
ly demanded a last-minute 
change to the text concern- 
ing the possible sanctions. 

He repeated Bujumbura’s 
firm opposition to a preven- 
tive troop deployment, say- 
ing that while the crisis was 
real, “it is far from reaching 
an apocalyptic climax" and 
had not attained “a point of 
no return." 

But Zaire enthusiastically 
endorsed the resolution, 
pledging to contribute “in 
drawing up plans, if any 
plans are drawn up." 

Zairean Charge 

D'Affaires Lukabu 

Khabouji N'zaji told the 
Council session that it was 
time to “impose peace on 
those who are violating it. 


even by force if necessary ” 

Zaire has reportedly 
agreed to Dr. Ghali’ s pro- 
posal for a preventive force 
to be stationed on its territo- 
ry- 

Tbe resolution gives Dr. 
Ghali the “green light" he 
had been seeking from the 
Council, enabling him to 
spell out details for contin- 
gency planning amid doubts 
expressed by some Council 
members over the mandate 
of an international force. 

He is also asked to report 
back on efforts towards 
facilitating a “comprehen- 
sive political dialogue” in 
Burundi. 

The Security Council said 
that in the light of Dr. 
Ghali's report, it would con- 
sider measures such as an 
arms embargo on Burundi 
and “travel restrictions and 
other measures against 
those leaders in Burundi 
who continue to encourage 
violence.” 

U.N. assistant secretary 
general responsible for 
African affairs Lansana 
Kouyate said in an inter- 
view that any arms embargo 
would be mainly “symbol- 
ic." 

Asked whether an embar- 
go would be directed 
against the Tutsi-dominated 
army, or against Hutu 
extremists, Mr. Kouyate 
replied; “It’s against war, 
not against one or the other” 
group. 

“We must do everything 
we can to avoid another 
Rwanda," he stressed, refer- 
ring to the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda, neighbouring 
Burundi, which left more 
than 500.000 people dead. 


Garth Brooks 
stuns awards 
show with protest 

LOS ANGELES fR) — A 
defiant Garth Brooks stole 
the show at the American 
Music Awards Monday 
when he refused to accept 
his trophy for favourite 
overall artist, saying it 
should have gone to Hootie 
The Blowfish. Earlier, the 
country superstar had 
brought the audience to 
teas by performing a song, 
The Change, in front of 
moving videoclips from 
the Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing, which took place in his 
home state. Brooks, whose 
three awards put him on 
level pegging with The 
Eagles, told the stunned 
audience his protest was 
not meant as a sign of dis- 
respect to the awards 
organisers and to tbe 

20,000 Americans who 
determine the winners in a 
survey. He then walked off 
the stage, with the award 
still at the podium. 
Backstage he justified his 
actions by saying the easy- 
listening band Hootie The 
Blowfish had single-hand- 
edly salvaged a dreadful 
year for retailers with its 
multi- mi 11 ion -selling 
album Cracked Rear View. 
Tt wasn't fair for me to 
walk away with that award 
— maybe a year or two ago 
when we had a really good 
year... But I’ve been 
around talking to retail the 
whole January to see what 
the hell's going on and 
everyone of them credit 
Hootie for keeping them 
alive in 1995, and I could- 
n't agree more so I thought 
that’s who should have got- 
ten it," Brooks told 

reporters. Brooks also won 
the awards for favourite 
country male anist and 
favourite country album 
for Hie Hits. His protest 
was in stark contast to the 
atmosphere that greeted his 
performance of The 

Change. He received a 
standing ovation and coun- 
try colleagues such as Reba 
McEntire dissolved in 
tears. The Eagles struck a 
surprise blow of their own 
by winning all the cate- 
gories in which they were 
nominated. In doing so, 
they dampened the evening 
for five-time nominees 
Boyz II Men and Hootie 
The Blowfish. The Mo- 
town Soul Quartet ended 
up with two awards for 
favourite group and favou- 
rite album (II) in the 
Soul/RB categories. Hootie 
received just one, for fa- 
vourite new pop/rock artist 
Seattle rockers Pearl Jam, 
who did not attend the cer- 
emony, won both their cat- 
egories: Favourite heavy 
metal/hard rock artist and 
favourite alternative artist 
Elsewhere, Michael Jack- 
son won for favourite male 
pop/rock artist, while Lu- 
ther VandTOss won the 
Soul/RB category. Mariah 
Carey won the female artist 
awards for both categories. 
Reba McEntire won for 
favourite female country 
artist. 

Prince Philip falls 
victim to phone 
snoopers 

LONDON (R) — Prince 
Philip, husband of Queen 
Elizabeth, has become tbe 
fourth member of the 
British royal family to fall 
victim to mobile telephone 
snoopers. Britain's Sun 
newspaper claimed Tues- 
day to have bought a 17- 
minute long tape on which 
Prince Philip is said to joke 
and grumble to an unidenti- 
fied woman friend about 
family members. But tbe 
Sun was curiously reticent 
about publishing details of 
the Dec. 21 conversation 
chat it said would “devas- 
tate Buckingham Palace". 
Intercepting private tele- 
phone conversations, and 
particularly recording 
them, has been m a d e ille- 
gal in Britain. The Sun said 
Prince Philip was talking to 
a woman friend on his 
mobile phone from the 
Sandringham royal resi- 
dence in rural Norfolk 
where the queen and fami- 
ly members spend Christ- 
mas. It said they touched 
on the impending divorce 
of Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana and other 
sensitive issues, but it gave 
no details. 
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Two fireman fight a fire in Venice's La Fenice (The Phoenix) Opera House, opened in 1792, a month before it was 
due to reopen after lengthy restructuring work. Firemen raced to the scene after police patrolling in a boat along 
the canals spotted smoke belching from the famous opera house Monday (Reuter photo) 

Mayor pledges to rebuild Venice opera house 


VENICE. Italy (R) — 
Venice’s world-famous 
Fenice Opera House was 
reduced to a smouldering 
hulk Tuesday after fire tore 
through the landmark build- 
ing for the second time in its 
history. 

Only the 18th century 
facade and walls of the the- 
atre, whose name means 
“Phoenix”, remained stand- 
ing more than 12 hours after 
the blaze broke out, sending 
flames shooting high into 
the night sky over the 
lagoon city. 

About 30 firemen stayed 
at the scene to deal with sec- 
ondary fires inside the 
building, whose roof bad 
collapsed into the sumptu- 
ous scarlet and gold interior. 

Four people living in adja- 
cent buildings were evacu- 
ated but only one person, a 
fireman, was slightly hurt. 

Police said an official 
investigation had been 
launched into tire cause of 
the fire, which broke out 
while the theatre was closed 
for restoration. News 
reports said an electrical 


short circuit may have start- 
ed the blaze. 

“This theatre was our 
jewel,” opera superstar 
Luciano Pavarotti told 
Italian Television. 

“You can imagine what 
this loss means to an opera 
singer, even though we 
hope it will be temporary 
and that this bird, the 
Phoenix, will really rise 
again,” the tenor said. 

Firemen had to pump 
water from the Grand Canal 
and douse the building from 
helicopters to fight the fire 
because two nearby canals 
had been dammed for 
dredging. 

As Venetians awoke to the 
stench of acrid smoke hang- 
ing over their canal city. 
Mayor Massimo Cacciari 
said the local council would 
meet soon to decide on a 
restoration plan. 

“This is a terrible wound,” 
Mr. Cacciari told Italian 
Radio. “The theatre has to 
be rebuilt." 

He was echoed by the the- 
atre's general secretary, 
lginio Gianneselli. who said 


the Fenice Company would 
go ahead with a planned 
lour to Warsaw next month 
as scheduled. 

“The curtain must never 
fall on a theatre," Mr. 
Gianniselli said. “All we 
can do now is appeal to the 
mythical name of the 
Phoenix and hope the the- 
atre will be re bom.” 

The mythical phoenix is a 
bird which burned itself on 
a pyre and then rose from 
the ashes to live again. 

La Fenice, closed for ren- 
ovation for months, had 
been due to reopen on 
March 1 for the first date of 
a European tour by U.S. 
film director Woody Allen 
and his jazz band. 

“The tragic irony is that 
the fire was presumably 
caused by work to son out 
the fireproofing installa- 
tions,” Deputy Mayor 
Gianfranco Bettin told 
reporters. 

The theatre opened in 
17'92 on the site of a build- 
ing razed by fife -some 20 
years earlier. It put on the 
music of Rossini, Bellini 


and Donizetti and counted 
Napoleon among its 
patrons. 

La Fenice was itself 
burned to the ground in 
1836, but it rose from the 
ashes like its namesake a 
year later and staged the 
opening night of many of 
Verdi’s operas, including 
Rigolerto in 1851 and La 
Traviata in 1853. which 
flopped. 

Giuseppe Crisiinelli, a 
professor of restoration at 
Venice’s University 

Architecture Institute, esti- 
mated that the damage 
could total 500 billion lire 
(S3 10 million) for which an 
international appeal would 
be needed. 

Venice, a treasure trove of 
artistic and cultural gems, is 
already at risk from period- 
ic floods and pollution. 

The United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) launched an 
international campaign for 
the city’s preservation fol- 
lowing a devastating flood 
in 1966. 


Cambodian troops advance , but pay with wounded 


MONGKOL BOREI, 
Cambodia (R) — Cambodia 
said Tuesday it scored a key 
victory against the Khmer 
Rouge in the north but 
wounded soldiers elsewhere 
said troops were counting 
the cost of the stepped-up 
battle against the Maoist 
rebels. 

Troops captured a Khmer 
Rouge base in northern 
Preah Vibear province on 
the border with Thailand, a 
government spokesman said 
in Phnom Penh Tuesday. 

The base at An Sess Pass, 
which straddles an impor- 
tant border crossing point 
into Thailand, was seized 


Monday, said Khieu 
Kanharith, secretary of state 
for information. He said 
government forces suffered 
few casualties. 

But soldiers have met 
stiffer resistance in action 
against the rebels’ north- 
west heartland, with scores 
wounded this month from 
mines, shrapnel and punji 
traps (sharpened bamboo 
stakes concealed in a pit), 
injured soldiers and medics 
said. 

The army launched 
attacks earlier this mouth 
against the Khmer Rouge 
base of Klar Ngap in north- 
west Banteay Meanchey 


province and a second 
thrust towards the rebel- 
held town of Pailin to the 
south. 

The guerrillas, who 
reneged on a 1991 peace 
pact and have been battling 
the government ushered in 
by U.N.-ron elections in 
1993, have used Klar Ngap 
to shell the important trade 
conduit of Poipet on the 
border with Thailand. 

“It’s more serious than 
last year and there are more 
wounded soldiers than last 
year,” said one soldier at a 
hospital in this Banteay 
Meanchey town Tuesday. 

The infantryman lost his 
right leg to a mine blast on 


Jan. 26 in fighting for Klar 
Ngap. He said about 40 men 
in his division had been 
wounded since the offen- 
sive began. 

Precise casualty figures 
were uot available and no 
one could give a figure for 
the number of soldiers 
killed. But Dr. Yith Saream 
said Moogkol Borei 
Hospital had treated 105 
police or soldiers in January 
for injuries linked to the 
fighting. 

He said mines caused 
most casualties though 
some soldiers in the full 
wards were wounded by 
shells and gunfire. 
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Aerial view of overturned automobiles seen piled up after flash floods swept through the Herault district in south- 
ern France Monday. Four people were killed in the flooding and near Beziers, five or six others were reported miss- 
ing in the flooding triggered by heavy rainstorms whcich caused three rivers to overflow (Reuter photo) 

Floodwaters subside in France 


BEZIERS. France (AFP) — 
Floodwaters subsided Tues- 
day in the Beziers region of 
southern France, following 
torrential rains which 
claimed four lives and 
caused widespread damage. 

Chairman of the Herault 
General Council Gerard 
Sau made said damage 


totalling some 30 million 
francs ($6 million) had been 
done to roads, colleges and 
public buildings, quite apart 
from the damage to private 
property. 

The flash floods began 
Sunday around the four vil- 
lages of Puisserguier, 
Capestang, Montady and 


Maureilhan, following tor- 
rential rain and hail. 

Four people, including 
two elderly people and two 
children, died and hundreds 
of others were rescued by 
firemen and rescue workers 
despatched io the region. 

On Tuesday, some 500 


firemen were still clearing 
up and pumping out flooded 
buildings, while two heli- 
copters were surveying the 
area to track down 
marooned vehicles. Some 
major roads and a local rail- 
way line were still impass- 
able. 


TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea said Tuesday it 
would allow an internation- 
al watchdog agency to 
inspect all of its declared 
nuclear facilities now that a 
U.S.-led consortium has 
agreed a plan to supply it 
with reactors. 

“The DPRK (North 
Korea) side notified the 
IAEA (International Atomic 
Energy Agency) side that it 
would allow the IAEA's 
routine and ad hoc inspec- 
tions of unfrozen nuclear 
facilities,” North Korea's 
official Korean Central 
News Agency said in a 
report monitored in Tokyo. 

The United States, South 
Korea and Japan signed a 
plan last month to build 
light-water reactors in 


Researchers 

report 

promising 

AIDS 

breakthrough 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A tough new drug therapy 
has been able to cut the 
amount of the AIDS virus 
in its victims to “unde- 
tectable” levels in 85 per 
cent of test cases, 
researchers said Monday. 

The use of three medi- 
cines, among them Indi- 
navir (also called Crixi- 
van). represents a new 
class of antiviral molecules 
which are very promising, 
according to preliminary 
results released at the third 
Conference of Retrovi- 
ruses and Opportunistic 
Infections here. 

“By adding ... Indinavir 
to other antiviral drugs, 
one could knock down the 
virus to undetectable levels 
and significantly reduce its 

ability to reproduce,” said 

Doctor Emilio f-mini, 
executive director of 
antiviral research at Merck 
Labo-ratories. Indinavir is 
a Merck product. 

In combination with 
Glaxo- Wellcome’s Retro- 
vir and Epivir, Merck’s 
Crixivan reduced levels of 
Ute HIV virus after four 
months of treatment in 
about 85 per cent of 
patients, Merck said. 

The amount of the virus 
circulating in the blood is 
an important index of the 
evolution of the disease. 
The reduction and mainte- 
nance of reduced levels 
should keep np the health 
of the patients, according 
to specialists. 

Dr. Emini also said there 
are few side effects to the 
treatment 

“While these are early 
results, these and other 
data from new studies to be 
presented this week are the 
strongest evidence to date 
that this approach may 
work, which could change 
the standards for AIDS 
treatment,” Dr. Emini said. 

“We are continuing to 
study the duration of such 
viral suppression,” be said. 
“While Crixivan is not a 
cure for AIDS, these 
results should be extremely 
encouraging to doctors and 
patients.” 

The tests currently under- 
way, which involve a small 
test population, mark a 
turning point in the AIDS- 
fighting strategies includ- 
ing tri-therapies and use of 
anti-proteases, enzymes 
that digest proteins, 
according to specialists. 

Other preliminary find- 
ings involving Indinavir, 
AZT and DDI, showed that 
the viral content was low- 
ered to the lowest level 
detectable after five 
months in 59 per cent of 
the patients ( 13 out of 22). 

The anti-viral treatment 
should now aim to reduce 
the HIV level in the blood 
as much as possible, as 
long as possible and in as 
many patients as possible. 
Dr. Emini said. 

He added that treatment 
should begin at the highest 
doses possible. 

The congress is due to 
meet until Thursday. 


North Korea as part of an 
October 1994 framework 
deal between Washington 
and Pyongyang. 

Under the 1994 agreement 
North Korea agreed to 
phase out its graphite-based 
nuclear reactors in 
exchange for the construc- 
tion of more advanced light- 
water reactors and for sup- 
plies of crude, oil until they 
were built. 

The agreement, which 
defused a crisis over sus- 
pected North Korean 
nuclear weapons develop- 
ment, required Pyongyang 
to allow the IAEA to inspect 
its graphite reactors. 

Since November 1994, 
officials of the Geneva- 
based IAEA have inspected 
the “frozen” graphite reac- 


tors, which the United 
States and other countries 
suspected of producing 
weapons-grade plutonium. 

The framework agreement 
required the remaining 
facilities involved in North 
Korea's overall nuclear 
development programme to 
be opened to inspectors 
once a definitive plan was 
adopted by the U.S.-led 
consortium Korean Penin- 
sula Energy Development 
Corporation (KEDO). 

Under the plan signed last 
month, the United States. 
South Korea and Japao 
agreed to build two 1,000- 
megawan light-water reac- 
tors in North Korea by 
2003. 

The facilities to be newly 
opened to IAEA inspection 


are those that have been 
“declared” by North Korea, 
under an agreement bet- 
ween Pyongyang and the 
IAEA. 

However seeds for future 
controversy may still re- 
main because of the vague 
distinction between a dec- 
lared and non -declared 
facility. 

The 1994 stand-off 
between North Korea and 
the United States blew up 
into a crisis when Pyong- 
yang refused to allow the 
IAEA to inspect what the 
agency said was a nuclear 
fuel storage site. 

North Korea said the site 
was a top-secret military 
facility not related to its 
nuclear programme. 


Okinawa demands complete 
pullout of U.S. troops by 2015 


TOKYO TAFP) — The 
government of Okinawa 
called on the Japanese gov-, 
eminent Tuesday to agree 
to the complete withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from the 
southern archipelago by 
2015, Japan Broadcasting 
Corp. (NHK) reported. 

Under the two-phase 
withdrawal proposed dur- 
ing talks with the central 
government in Tokyo, NHK 
said Okinawan prefecture] 
government officials called 
for the United States to 
close down air force facili- 
ties in Okinawa by 2001. 

The talks, between 
Okinawa Deputy Governor 
Masanori Yoshimoto and 
Deputy Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Teijiro Furukawa, 
were the latest in a series of 
negotiations prompted by 
the local government’s 
recent refusal to renew land 
leases for the U.S. military. 

Okinawa’s stance reflects 
heightened .anti-American 
sentiments following the 
rape’’ of a '! 12-year-old 


schoolgirl by three U.S. ser- 
vicemen on the island in 
September. The verdict in 
the trial is to be handed 
down on March 7. 

NHK said the central gov- 
ernment rejected the with- 
drawal demanded in 
Tuesday's talks, which took 
place at Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto's offi- 
cial residence in Tokyo. 

“We want to handle the 
issue in a sincere and prac- 
tical manner,” the national 
television network quoted a 
central government official 
as saying. 

The official reportedly 
said that plans to discuss the 
proposed scaling back of 
the heavy U.S. military 
presence in Okinawa would 
be discussed a( an upcom- 
ing meeting of officials 
from Japan and the United 
States. 

Further details of the 
meeting were not immedi- 
ately available. 

While Okinawa accounts 
for less than one per cent of 


Japan's land area, it is home 
for more than half of the 
47,000 American troops 
stationed in Japan as well as 
three quarters of the U.S. 
military' facilities in the 
country. 

Local landowners in 
Okinawa have been refus- 
ing to renew leases to the 
U.S. military since last last 
year. 

Following the Okinawa 
governor’s refusal to renew 
the leases forcibly, former 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama filed a suit 
against the prefectural gov- 
ernment in December. Mr. 
Hashimoto, his successor, 
has adopted the same stand 
against Okinawa on the 
leases, one of which expires 
in March. 

On Monday, prosecutors 
in the trial of the three 
American servicemen in 
Okinawa, called, for 10-year 
sentences for’.^ach of the 
accused. • • .... 


Three South Korean MPs face 
arrest over Kwangju massacre 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean prosecutors sought 
arrest warrants Tuesday for 
three members of parlia- 
ment. two of them from the 
ruling party, on sedition 
charges over a brutal army 
crushing of a 1980 civil 
uprising. 

A Seoul prosecution offi- 
cial said the warrants were 
for Hut Sam-Soo and Hur 
Hwa-PyoDg of the ruling 
New Korea Party, and 
Chung Ho-Yong, an inde- 
pendent legislator who quit 
the party last month. 

The three, all close mili- 
tary aides to former Presi- 
dent Chun Doo Hwan at the 
time of the army massacre 
of about 200 people in 
Kwangju, were being ques- 
tioned by prosecutors, he 
said. 

Appearing at the Seoul 
prosecutor’s office, the two, 
Mr. Hur and Mr. (?)ung. 


denied sedition charges. 
Hur Hwa-Pyong told repor- 
ters that if be was arrested, 
he would run in April’s Na- 
tional Assembly elections 
“to seek a verdict by the 
public”. 

A week ago, Mr. Chun 
and his successor Roh Tae- 
Woo were charged with 
sedition over the massacre, 
along with six former senior 
military officers. The 
charges were made as part 
of President Kim Young- 
Sam’s campaign to end 
legacies of more than three 
decades of rule by military 
dictators. 

The two former presidents 
have been indicted on 
charges of mutiny over the 
1979 military coup that pro- 
pelled Mr. Chun to power 
and Mr. Roh eight years 
later. They were also 
charged with corruption for 
amassing hundreds of mil- 


lions of dollars during their 
rule. 

Prosecutors have said the 
Kwangju tragedy took place 
as the new military leader- 
ship under Mr. Chun tried to 
follow a string of pro- 
grammes aimed at seizing 
political power. 

The Seoul District Court 
official said Tuesday Mr. 
Chun’s defence lawyer bad 
asked that his corruption 
trial, due to open on Feb. 5, 
be delayed 

The lawyer cited the for- 
mer present's ill health. 
He is still in a police hospi- 
tal after staging a month- 
long hunger strike in protest 
at his arrest in early 
December. ' 

The court official said the 
three-judge panel would 
decide soon whether to 
allow the request. 


Bouchard becomes Quebec premier 


QUEBEC CITY (R) — 
Popular Quebec separatist 
Lucien Bouchard was 
sworn in as premier of the 
French-speaking province 
of Canada Monday, and 
quickly reaffirmed his com- 
mitment to leading the drive 
toward Quebec indepen- 
dence. 

In an address following 
his swearing in. Ml 
B ouchard described Canada 
as “two profoundly differ- 
ent nations who shortly 
must decide upon their des- 
tiny.” 

He said the Ocl 30 refer- 
endum on Quebec sover- 
eignty, which the separatists 
lost by a narrow margin, 
was “a kind of collective 
wake-up call for Canada.” 

“I would not be surprised 
if in the not too distant 
future, we begin to hear 
voices from many parts of 
Canada, asking if (Quebec) 
sovereignty and partnership 
(with the rest of Canada) 
would not be the best solu- 
tion of all,” Mr. Bouchard 
said, but he did not specify 
when Quebec would hold 


another referendum on sov- 
ereignty. 

Mr. Bouchard became 
premier after being ac- 
claimed Saturday as leader 
of the Parti Quebecois, 
replacing Jacques Parizeau, 
who stepped down as party 
leader and premier. 

In his speech, presented in 
the ornate red room of the 
Quebec Legislature. Mr. 
Bouchard said his govern- 
ment and newly appointed 
cabinet had three immediate 
tasks. 

Quebec must focus on 
employment growth and 
dean up its public finances, 
he said. It must -also reform 
its education system and 
make greater efforts protect 
the French language. 

Quebec must also give its 
disparate regions more 
influence in government 
decisionmaking, and recog- 
nise the determining role of 
its largest metropolis, 
Montreal. 

“These are the three files 
on which we will be 
judged,” Mr. Bouchard 
said. 


Describing Quebec’s high 
deficit and debt levels as a 
“straightjacket” on the gov- 
ernment’s ability to act, Mr. 
Bouchard said it was imper- 
ative to restore the health of 
Quebec’s public finances. 

He said that in doing so, 
Quebec's seven million res- 
idents would have to make 
sacrifices and there would 
be “difficult moments.” But 
he added that it would be a 
mistake to impoverish 
Quebec residents in the 
process. 

Shortly before his speech, 
Mr. Bouchard appointed his 
cabinet, including a new 
finance minister, Bernard 
Landry. A stalwart of previ- 
ous Parti Quebecois gov- 
ernments over the last 20 
years. Mr. Landry also 
retained his post as deputy 
premier. 

In his speech, Mr. 
Bouchard did not indicate 
when he would call a 
provincial election. On 
Saturday, Mr. Bouchard 
said he was not planning an 
election in the immediate 
term. 
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Elections go with territory 

AT ISSUE behind Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak's provocative declaration in the wake of the 
resumption of the Syrian-Israeli peace talks In Mary- 
land that his country would never allow the Syrians to 
wet their feet in the Tiberian waters is of course the 
extent of the projected Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. On the one hand, Damascus seeks an 
Israeli withdrawal to the pre-1967 war demarcation 
lines which would mean Syrian access to the eastern 
shores of Lake Tiberias as well as control over some of 
the water tributaries to the lake. Israel, on the other 
hand, is only thinking in terms of the borders that ' 
existed between Palestine and Syria prior to the 
1947-48 war, which effectively means that the Syrians 
would indeed be unable to wet their feet in the waters 
of the lake. 

This dispute may yet prove to be one of the most 
formidable tasks before the negotiators from both 
sides. But Damascus may be standing on more solid 
grounds when it demands a return to the 1967 
frontiers. 

To begin with, U.N. Security Council resolution 242 
which called for Israeli withdrawal from Arab terri- 
tories occupied during the war of 1967 in return for 
clearly refers to the 1967 lines and not the 1948 
borders. It will be remembered also that resolution 
242 reaffirmed that acquisition of territory by force is 
simply unacceptable. Thus, by taking these two points 
into consideration, we might necessarily reach the 
conclusion that Israel should withdraw to the 1967 
i lines. Any other interpretation would make a mockery 
of the letter and spirit of resolution 242 which is still 
the mutually recognised basis /or the entire peace 
process in the region. 

On broader grounds, it is most difficult to accept 
Mr. Barak's proposition that the Syrians may never 
touch the waters of Lake Tiberias. If Israel is truly 
seeking “warm" and comprehensive peace with all its 
neighbours then the kind of normalisation that it has 
been Insisting on is supposed to establish cordial 
relations between the two sides. Why then would Mr. 
Barak think that the Syrians should be deprived of 
reaching the eastern shorelines of a lake that stands 
between the two countries? 

Perhaps the new Israeli foreign minister is con- 
cerned about the extent of Syrian water rights should 
Damascus enjoy a foothold in one side of the water 
body. As a riparian state, Syria, would then be able to 
make additional claims to the waters of the lake. If 
these are indeed the fears and anxieties of Israel, let 
them be spelled out in the open instead of making 
provocative statements during a negotiating process 
that is supposed to be very sensitive and crucial. 
International law on the rights of riparian states is 
ample enough to provide basis for agreement. 

If Mr. Barak, on the other hand, chooses to take a 
harder line at this juncture for tactical reasons, we 
might as well bid farewell to any chance for an early 
accord between Syria and Israel. In this case we can 
expect an early Israeli Knesset elections which Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and his Labour Party hope to 
win. Perhaps that is exactly what Mr. Barak has had 
in mind when he sought to harden in public his 
delegation's bargaining position. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i daily has expressed fear that Syria 
and Iraq will be facing war with Turkey unless an ami- 
cable and acceptable solution for the water-sharing of the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers is found. Abdullah Radwan 
said that the two Arab states rely to a great extent on the 
two rivers for irrigation purposes and they are concerned 
and worried over Turkey's plans to build a series of dams 
on the two rivers in its own territory, a move that would 
severely reduce the amount of water reaching Iraqi and 
Syrian territory. The greater increases in the number of 
population and the higher the standard of living, the 
greater will be the need for increased amounts of river 
waters in Syria and Iraq, argued the writer. He said that 
with the construction of the dams on the two rivers in 
Turkey, not only lesser quantitites of water will reach 
Iraq and Syria, but the salinity levels in this water will 
rise to dangerous proportions, making it unfit for irriga- 
tion. Unless Syria and Iraq coordinated their stands and 
negotiated an acceptable settlement over the water isue 
‘with Turkey where the two rivers rise, said the writer the 
coming decade would inevitably witness an armed con- 
flict between the Arabs and Turkey, with dangerous con- 
sequences on the security and stability of the whole Mid- 
dle East region. 

A WRITER IN A1 Dustour hailed a decision by Hamas 
to adopt a new strategy based on objectivity and accept- 
ing the de facto situation in Palestine. Saleh Qallab said 
having studied the outcome of the Palestinian elections, 
Hamas has decided to embark on talks to reach an under- 
standing with the Palestine National Authority and to 
accept negotiations with Israel because it now believes if 
it fails to do that it will be left behind and will face iso- 
lation. Nothing that Hamas still opposes the Oslo agre- 
mcni, the writer said that its members can continue to do 
that through democratic means and through politically- 
accepted tactics. Furthermore, by participating in the 
Palestinian municipal elections, Hamas will secure many 
successes and gain backing at the grass root level which 
wiii in tum boost their political stand, added the writer. 
Of course, he said, a change in the tactics would draw 
criticism from the most extremist groups, but Hamas 
should not mind this criticism because it will be respond- 
ing to the requirements of the ne\v situation on the 
ground and the desires of the Palestinian people. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Palestinian elections 


‘giant 


step in the right direction’ 


/ was an international monitor observing the 
Jan. 20 Palestinian elections. On election day I 
covered over two dozen polling stations in the 
Khan Younts district of Gaza. It was one of the 
most remarkable and moving events I have had 
the privilege to witness. So many people and 
scenes left strong impressions on me. Here is 
one: 

At each poll we were asked to observe 
whether elections laws were being violated. 
One such law provided that an illiterate voter 
could ask for and receive assistance from some- 
one else, but a literate person could assist only 
three such illiterate voters. At one poll / 
observed a small girl assisting an older woman 
■with her ballot. A few minutes later / saw the 
same girl assisting an even older woman. After 
another few minutes / saw the same girl helping 
a man. At that point I felt I should speak to her. 

/ asked her age. She was twelve. 1 asked what 
she was doing. She replied that since she was 
the only member of her entire family who could 
read her parents had asked her to accompany 
them to the polls so they could vote. She wax 
proud of her accomplishments as her parents 
had been proud that they had an opportunity to 
vote. 


The recent Palestinian elections were signifi- 
cant for the profound impact they had on inter- 
nal Palestinian politics. They were, in a real 
sense, a second Palestinian intifada, a psycho- 
logically self-liberating and politically trans- 
forming event 

While some observers and commentators 
have looked only at the outcome of the elec- 
tions, it is most important to note the social 
dynamism of the process. 

The elections have created a new and well- 
deserved self-confidence among the Palestinian 
officials and bureaucrats who implemented 
them. From a technical perspective, the elec- 
tions were a marvel. In less than one month, 
7,000 teachers were recruited and organised in 
teams to register voters. In a comprehensive 
sweep of the West Bank and Gaza, over 
1,000.000 Palestinians were registered — over 
95 per cent of all who were eligible to vote! 

Within the same short-time, the Palestinian 
election teams were able to establish the proce- 
dures and laws governing the campaign period 
and the election itself; to demarcate the elec- 
toral district and polling places: and train the 
teams who would supervise the voting and 
count the ballots. 

" These enormous challenges were met in such 
: a-shorf period of time because in every instance 
Palestinians were forced to react to an external 
factor: the negotiations with the Israelis were an 
intrusive prerequisite. 

Many of the objections that have been raised 
regarding the process leading up to the election 
are unfairly placed at the doorstep of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority (PNA). It is true, for 
example, that Palestinian election officials 
made changes at what appeared to be the last 
minute — but in many instances they were 
responding to the negotiating process which 
imposed conditions and timetables on the entire 
electoral process. 

Although the conduct of the elections was 
largely free, they were still not free elections in 
the sense that Palestinians are not yet a free peo- 
ple. In fact, this may have been the first election 
of its kind: a free election among a people who 
still lack sovereignty and live encircled by a 
military occupation. Thus, many aspects of 
these elections were distorted by continuing 
Israeli domination which imposed limits on 
Palestinian freedoms and necessitated compro- 
mises which the Palestinians were forced to 
accept in order to have the elections in the first 
place. 

Some issues can ’be best understood when 
seen in this context: take, for example, the com- 
plaint that candidates did noL receive equal time 
on Palestinian television and radio. Since the 
PNA was only able to secure the right lo oper- 
ate one national radio and one television station 
during the hard-fought negotiations with Israel, 
it is difficult to see how all 678 candidates could 
have received equal coverage on the available 
outlets. As it was, the Voice of Palestine radio 
made available two free minutes to ail candi- 
dates. That itself took up too many hours of not 
very interesting air time. The Palestinian televi- 
sion station has been criticised for showing too 
much of Yasser Arafat and not enough of his 


challenger, Sarrriha Khalil. A closer examina- 
tion of the coverage reveals that it was not Mr. 
Arafat the candidate but Mr. Arafat the PLO 
chairman and PNA president presiding over cel- 
ebrations in the newly liberated cities of Jenin, 
Tulkarem, Nablus, Ramallafa and. others. These 
were, in fact, historic events, making their cov- 
erage a legitimate editorial decision. To criticise 
this would be the same as criticising the U.S. 
media for focusing so much attention during 
December and January on President Clinton and 
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, despite the 
fact that the coverage was of their criticial nego- 
tiations over the 1996 budget and not of their 
1996 presidential campaigns. 

Despite these difficulties and distortions in the 
election process, resulting from the fact that 
Palestinians could not freely set up their system 
in their own time frame and in a mann er which 
would fully meet their needs, the remarkable 
thing is that Palestinians embraced this process, 
performed the burdensome task of making it 
work, and created a system that ran as efficient- 
ly as most observers had seen. 

If the technical aspects of the elections were 
noteworthy, so too were the political aspects of 
the process. It was transformative. Palestinian 
society was profoundly affected. 

At the beginning of the process, Fateh 
activists announced their slates of candidates, 
many of whom bad been leaders of the intifada. 
The central leadership of Fateh rejected many 
of these candidates and sought to balance the 
slates by adding leading businessmen, members 
of prominent families and other members of the 
Fateh leadership who had returned to Palestine 
from abroad. 

What was significant was that the Fateh 
activists struck from the lists and others who 
had not made the list of the central leadership 
decided to run anyway. As any American parry 
leader would note, Fateh did what party leaders 
always do — attempt to create balance and 
appeal to diverse constituencies. The indepen- 
dents also did the right thing by challenging 
their leadership. This open and free challenge is 
the best guarantee of democracy in practice. 
Tie fact tfiat so many of these challengers won 
on Jan. 20 is evidence that the process was open 
and provided voters with an opportunity to 
choose their own representatives. 

Not only Fateh but also Hamas and the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLPj 
were affected by the elections. At one point the 
leadership of Hamas and the PFLP from within 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip decided to run 
for the Council ail'd support the elections. In the ' 
end, however, they were forced by their outside 
leadership to withdraw their candidates. Never- 
theless, the inside Hamas leadership actually 
did encourage supporters to vote. The fact that 
there was a 90 per cent turnout in some of the 
Hamas dominated areas of Gaza makes it clear 
that they understood the importance their con- 
stituents placed in the entire process and, there- 
fore, the need to establish independence from 
their outside leadership. 

In all of these instances, the leading Palestin- 
ian movements were affected by the election 
process. As a result, many observers now expect 
further changes: the transformation of these 
movements into political parties, greater 
assertiveness and independence exercised by 
the leadership inside Palestine; and the creation 
of new political formations by blocs of newly- 
elected Council members. 

Not ooly were the political groups changed by 
the election process, but the candidates them- 
selves were transformed by the act of cam- 
paigning. For three intense weeks every diwan, 
every social gathering, every city street were 
the scene of intense political discussions. To run 
as a candidate for election is a unique experi- 
ence. The act of going directly to tens of thou- 
sands of people — seeking support, debating 
issues, convincing voters of one’s own pro- 
gramme and qualifications — in the end these 
actions not only invest candidates in the process 
of election but sensitises them to the concerns 
of those whose support they seek. It was not dif- 
ficult to observe how many of the candidates 
had changed over the three weeks of campaign- 
ing: they spoke more aggressively about their 
ideas and programmes, regardless of whatever 
positions they may have formerly held (whether 
they had been ministers of the PNA or oppo- 
nents); they uniformly condemned corruption 
and spoke of reform and democracy; and all 
were eager to take visitors to meet their con- 


stituents — their new source of affirmation and 
authority. 

Even the physical landscape of Palestine 
changed. In the past, the walls of some streets 
were covered with slogans and posters. The slo- 
gans were protests and the posters were pictures 
of martyrs. Today’s banners and slogans are 
campaign pledges and exhortations, and the 
faces are of candidates who hope to be leaders 
of the future Palestine Council. 

With all of these many levels of changes, the 
people of the West Bank and Gaza also became 
transformed and energised — the best evidence 
of which was the massive showing on election 
day; almost 800,000 turned out to vote, despite 
real hardships. In Jerusalem, there was intimi- 
dation and risk as hundreds of Israeli military 
personnel checked identifications, harassed and 
even arrested potential voters. In Hebron, too, 
there were taunts from right-wing settlers and a 
fear of violent disturbances. Many travelled 
long distances and, in man y instances, waited 
hours to cast their ballots. 

In one polling place in the Khan Younis area 
of Gaza, 1,600 voters (over three-quarters of 
whom were illiterate) came to that one location 
to vote. Many arrived at 7:00 in the morning 
and were still waiting to- vote by 4:00 in the 
afternoon. The overwhelming response was too 
much for the small group of election officers 
running the poll. Because so many voters were 
illiterate, it took even longer for them to cast 
their ballots. That poll, like some others, stayed 
open until 11:30 at night so that the crowds that 
had been chanting for their right to vote would 
not have to be disappointed. At this particular 
polling station, four officers stayed at work for 
more than 16 hours, checking lists and collect- 
ing ballots, and then returned after a short break 
to sort and count the 1 ,600 ballots that had been 
cast. This level of commitment and public ser- 
vice was in evidence throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza on election day. 

Were the elections fair? From the observa- 
tions of most monitors, the answer is decidedly 
yes. Were there irregularities? Of course there 
were; but many alleged irregularities turned out 
to be rumour and could not be substantiated. 
Some others were true, but. having participated 
id and observed elections throughout the LT.S. 
over the last 30 years. I can honestly say that I 
saw nothing in Gaza that I had not seen in 
Philadelphia, Chicago, New York and Detroit, 
and this despite our 200-year experience with 
democracy. This is not to excuse such behav- 
iour; but rather to simply put irregularities into 
context Over all, the elections were free and 
fair— and the questionable behaviour was min- 
imal. 

Even in the circumstance of lacking real sov- 
ereignty (resulting in either direct Israeli inter- 
ference in the case of Jerusalem and Hebron or 
indirect interference, or in drawn-out negotia- 
tions and other restrictions placed on free Pales- 
tinian movement, expression and assembly), of 
the shortness of the time given to organise the 
elections and train the management teams to run 
them, and the difficulties presented in some 
areas by illiteracy and traditionalism — Pales- 
tinians overwhelmingly embraced the process 
and made it work. 

The entire election process produced a trans- 
formation in Palestinian politics. The election of 
a new Council has created a new leadership 
forum for emerging Palestinian national leaders 
and for new Palestinian political programmes. 
The process has also yielded a body of leaders 
who must be responsive to those who chose 
them, and who will impose a greater degree of 
accountability in governance. It is this body that 
will now have the responsibility of protecting 
the rights of those who elected them: providing 
a check on arbitrary arrests like those that 
marred the pre-election period; overseeing the 
decision-making process; and working with the 
executive branch to provide legislation to gov- 
ern the daily affairs of Palestine. It is this body, 
in the years to come, that with the newly-elect- 
ed Palestinian president will proclaim a Pales- 
tinian state in Palestine. 

Palestinians may not yet be free or have sov- 
ereignty over the land of Palestine. But they 
now have the fruits of a democratic process, 
which will be developed and institutionalised. A 
great deal remains to be done, but Jan. 20 
marked a giant step in the right direction. 


Pope to visit a forgotten Central America 


By Philip Pullella 
Reuter 

VATICAN CITY — When 
Pope John Paul I visited 
Central America in 1983, it 
was a cold war battle- 
ground whose civil strife 
and guerrilla wars polarised 
the superpowers. 

It was also a Christian 
battlefield that pined ideal- 
istic “liberation theolo- 
gians" against comfortable 
roman catholic conserva- 
tives aligned with the polit- 
ical and military class. 

Next week, the Pope 
returns to a Central Ameri- 
ca the world, and many 
members of his church, 
have largely forgotten. 

Thirteen years on he will 
try to remind the world that 
although the killing fields 


are largely part of the past 
and democracy is being 
consolidated, the region is 
still ridden with problems 
such as poverty, illiteracy 
and crime. 

The 75-year-old Pope will 
visit three central American 
countries — Guatemala. 
Nicaragua and El Salvador 
— from Feb. 5 to 9 before 
making a two-day stop in 
Venezuela. 

Tie Pope has visited all 
four countries before but 
this time their citizens will 
see a slower, aged Pope 
who has had a spate of 
health problems in the past 
four years. 

All of the countries are 
overwhelmingly Catholic 
but as in the rest of Latin 
America the church has 


been losing ground to fast- 
growing fundamentalist 
Evangelical movements, or 
sects. 

“These countries (in cen- 
tral America) still have the 
scent of war about them and 
the Pope hopes he can help 
and inspire them to move 
away from the past and 
towards reconciliation." 
said Vatican spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro- Vails. 

Keeping democracy and 
reforms on track has not 
been easy since the 1987 
Central American peace 
accords in which presidents 
committed their countries 
to ceasefires and dialogue. 

The Pontiff's first Central 
American stop, Guatemala, 
will be perhaps the most 
difficult. It is there that 


democracy is probably 
most delicate and where the 
violent past is most murky. 

Human rights groups say 
some 100,000 people were 
killed in government anti- 
insurgency campaigns there 
in the 1980s. 

President Alvaro Arzu. a 
businessman elected in Jan- 
uary, has promised to con- 
clude peace talks to end the 
35-year-old civil war within 
his first year in office. 

Mr. Arzu. who defeated a 
candidate who was the 
hand-picked proxy for ex- 
dictator General Efrain 
Rios Montt, has also 
promised to keep reformist 
elements of Guatemala’s 
powerful army at the top of 
ihe military hierarchy. 

U was only last year that 


Guatemala officially abol- 
ished a 24,000-member, 
army-backed paramilitary 
network which human 
rights groups have accused 
of abuses. 

The Pope will be based in 
Guatemala during the Cen- 
tral American part of his 
69th foreign trip and make 
day trips. 

Nicaragua, which the 
Pope visits on Feb. 7. was 
run by the Soviet-backed 
Sandinistas when he last 
visited. 

The Sandinistas, who 
were ousted in 1990 elec- 
tions. visibly angered the 
Pontiff in 1983 by trying to 
drown out his homily with 
political slogans at mass. 



By Ali Kassay 

The 

masochism 

quotient 

Questions that are 
addressed and discussed 
freely al virtually every 
gathering concern the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
Economic Summit. If it 
was such a snccess, where 
are the investments that it 
should have attracted ? 
How long before the eco- 
nomic recovery begins to 
manifest itself? 

Recently, 1 was in one 
such gathering, where 
these questions received an 
interesting response: The 
summit was a success in 
that it brought to the -atten- 
tion of potential investors 
the opportunities that Jor- 
dan offers, in a manner that 
impressed them most 
favourably. However, to 
impress is one thing. To 
make someone stay and 
invest is totally another. 
The success of the confer- 
ence is reflected in the 
□umber of businessmen 
who bave been attracted to 
undertake exploratory vis- 
its to Jordan since October, 
which is considerable. 
Unfortunately, according to 
the speaker, having done 
their exploration, the visi- 
tors tum tail and rush, in all 
haste, in the general direc- 
tion of away. 

The explanation of this 
behaviour is simple. Jor- 
dan competes for foreign 
investment with other 
countries in the region and 
beyond, where an investor 
can set up a company from 
the comfort of his office, 
by a simple phone call to 
his lawyer, who then takes 
care of the paperwork. 
Entrepreneurs who come 
here hoping for similar 
treatment find that their 
expectations run into a 
head-on collision with 
bureaucrats, who seem to 
believe that their mission in 
life is to keep Jordan a fit 
place For heroes to 'live in, 
by putting as many barriers 
as possible in the way of 
perfidious businessmen, 
particularly those from for- 
eign parts. 

Recently, however, our 
bureaucrats surpassed 
themselves. A foreign resi- 
dent informed me that the 
Traffic Department would 
give him a permit to drive 
only a specific vehicle, the 
licence number of which 
should be written on his 
driver's licence. “Whal if I 
sell the car and buy another 
one ?” He inquired “Well, 
in that case you get a new 
driving licence with the 
details of your new car on 
it It is only a day or two’s 
worth of paperwork," was 
the answer. “And what if I 
want to drive my wife’s 
car, or rent one for a day ?” 
he persisted “Sony, Sir. 
Regulations,” was the 
answer. 

It would appear useless to 
hope that tire trend towards 
more and more paperwork 
may, one day, reverse 1 
itself. Therefore, to avoid 
the element of surprise that 
makes potential investors 
disappear in a blur of 
colour and a cloud of dust 
it may be judicious to pre- 
pare them for thin gs to 
come, by including, in the 
new guide on investment in 
Jordan, a measure of the 
bureaucratic work involved 
in establishing a new enter- 
prise: The Masochism 

Quotient <MC). It would 
be possible to plot varia- 
tions of the MC among the 
various sectors of the econ- 
omy, and even to measure 
the domestic MC for the 
family planning to settle in 
this beautiful country. In 
the long run, the MC can 
be plotted against time to 
indicate the progress of 
Jordan in the way of dereg- 
ulation and administrative 
reform. 

As a point of fact it may be 
possible io justify the creation 
of a new government depart- 
ment to measure, calculate 
and refuse to publish data on 
the Masochism Quotient- 
Apart from anything else, this 
will make a valuable contribu- 
tion to the fight against . 
unemployment. 



ews 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1996 7 


Ofrir 


‘All the important parties in the region want things to go forward’ 

By Daphne Barak Qvrin Hnm XiX it il<oi ..nik 1 ) - '" — — — — — — 1 ■ . 1 . - _ ■ * . . . ... .... • 1 _i_- 


By Daphne Barak 

Cairo 

HE HAS BEEN right at the 
centre of the political 
processes in the Middle 
East in recent years: he is 
involved in the negotiations 
betwen the Americans, the 
Israelis, the Palestinians, 
the Syrians, he meets with 
the Saudi foreign minister, 
and reports to the Moroc- 
cans (Xt developments. 

Amr Musa — an experi- 
enced diplomat — does not 
usually give away any 
information. An interview 
with him could add up to a 
collection of well-formulat- 
ed sentences that do not 
reveal anything — not 
about the political process- 
es in which he is involved, 
and not about the man with 
the polished Western man- 
ners and the compelling 
charm. 

But this time, when we 
met in his office in Cairo, 
he was more open. Maybe 
the evening hour at which 
the interview was held after 
a full day of work with a 
tight schedule contributed 
to this or maybe also the 
friendly relationship we 
have maintained over many 
years came to my aid. 

So the questions started: 

Question: The issue that 
is currently considered 
“hot” in the region is the 
negotiations between Israel 
and Syria. How are thin gs 
going? 

Answer: We are still at 
the beginning. It is true that 
we have been bearing some 
very optimistic chords late- 
ly. but how optimistic we 
should be — we will know 
that when Christopher War- 
ren visits the region. There 
are no ifs and buts here; we 
will know the precise state 
of affairs, and very soon. 

Q: The assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin! 

A: Yes? 

Q: It seems to me that it 
speeded up the peace 
process between Israel and 


Syria. How did it have that 
effect? 

A: Look, it wasn’t the 
assassination itself! Maybe 
this was an indirect result, I 
mean, now Shimon Pteres is 
driving the wagon, it is the 
way in which be is conduct- 
ing the negotiations that is 
very different from the way 
the Mr. Rabin conducted 
them. Peres understands the 
Syrian sensitivities very 
well, and his approach is 
different and more fruitful 
than Rabin’s was. Rabin’s 
assassination is not the 
main element here — the 
main element is the fact that 
Peres is now in power and 
he is free to drive the 
wagon as he sees fit, at his 
own pace. 

Q: Rabin was assassinat- 
ed. Before that, Sadat. They 
tried to assassinate Hosni 
Mubarak, your president, 
this year. Are you afraid? 

A: No, why should I be? 
You travel more than I do, 
you meet more world lead- 
ers. Are you afraid? 

Q: I am a fatalist 

A: So am I, Daphne, so 
am 1... These are critical 
times. There is an atmos- 
phere of terrorism, but I 
believe we will defeat ter- 
rorism. 1 believe the mood 
of the people now is ripe for 
achieving more of a bal- 
ance, they want a calmer 
existence. I — just like you 
— am a fatalist Maybe 1 
was sent here to fill this 
role, maybe I was intended 
for it, who knows? 

Q: Killing “The Engi- 
neer” in Gaza — was it 
good for the peace in the 
Middle East, or bad? 

A: Look, I want cam- 
paigns of this type to con- 
tinue in the Middle East. It 
is very problematic. One 
murder, one killing, will 
lead to another. If, indeed, it 
lurns out that the Israeli 
Mossad was behind the 
murder — it embarasses 
Yasser Arafat Why embar- 
rass the Palestinians, whose 
situation is delicate to begin 


with? 

Q: Tell me about the 
Saudi Arabia involvement 
behind the scenes of the 
negotiations. 

A: We are all involved in 
one way or another — all 
the important parties in the 
region. We all want things 
to go forward. We (Egypt) 
support the Syrian app- 
roach. Everything in return 
for everything, meaning 
complete peace in return for 
a complete withdrawal of 
the Israelis from the Golan. 
It is clear that the Israelis 
have to withdraw from the 
Golan Heights. For the 
Saudi Arabians, the prob- 
lem of Jerusalem is very 
sensitive. For them, peace 
between the Israelis and the 
Syrians will be an impor- 
tant step in preparation for 
an overall peace in the 
region. But not a final one. 
For them, until the Palestin- 
ian problem is not finally 
solved, the matter will not 
be solved finally. So they 
are following developments 
closely, and in keeping with 
their style — at a low pro- 
file. I keep them in the pic- 
ture. 

Q: In Saudi Arabia the 
regime changed hands 
smoothly. In Israel as well 
(after Rabin's assassina- 
tion). There was also an 
attempt to assassinate your 
president, Hosni Mubarak. 
What will happen if, God 
forbid, they will succeed? 
Who will follow him? 

A: The constitution will 
work and prove itself. 
Everything is very clear in 
the constitution. 

Q: I am observing from 
the sidelines and nothing 
seems clear at all... Besides 
you. we are not familiar 
with any Egyptian person- 
ality in the international 
arena. 

A: Well, the Egyptians 
should be the ones who are 
familiar with this personali- 
ty. Ir is an Egyptian prob- 
lem and not a problem of 
the international arena. 



Amr Musa 

Q: Jerusalem... 

A: Yes? 

Q: It seems 10 me that 
agreements are being made 
regarding intermediate 
steps, but when they get to 
the main question. Jeru- 
salem, the whole process 
will become stalled. 

A: No I do not agree. 
Jerusalem is not beyond 
every solution. 

Q: Do you have a sce- 
nario? 

A: We are all thinking 
about it incessantly, pro- 
ducing solutions, possible 
scenarios... I’m still not 
ready ro talk about it. 

Q: But you and others are 
discussing it informally. 

A: Yes. the informaf dis- 
cussions regarding 

Jerusalem have begun 
already. They began a long 
time ago. In May we will 
begin discussing it formal- 
ly. I think you will be sur- 
prised. 1 think we shall 


solve the problem. So far, 
we have built up confi- 
dence, the basis for life 
together, for building a 
common future. 

Q: Speaking about life 
together, it is customary to 
speak of the peace between 
Jordan and Israel as “a 
warm peace” in contrast to 
“a cold peace" between 
Israel and Egypt 

A: Well, that’s life... It is 
true, these are two types of 
relations. But, they are rela- 
tions. For us. Egyptians, it 
is very complicated. There 
are old residues... It is legit- 
imate to have ups and 
downs in our relations. 
Look. I wasn't surprised at 
the warmth that developed 
between the Israelis and the 
Jordanians. But all the time 
there is talk of “normalisa- 
tion.” This is normalisation. 
These are normal relations. 
There are crises, difficul- 
ties, the Palestinian prob- 


lem... we are coping. 

Q: Do you support the 
continuation of the inter- 
national embargo against 
Iraq? 

A: An embargo against a 
whole nation — this cannot 
be an ultimate solution. The 
moment will come when 
we shall have to remove it 
if Iraq obeys the U.N. reso- 
lutions. In contrast to the 
peace in the Middle East, I 
can’t predict dales. 

Q: Are behind the scenes 
diplomatic activities taking 
place regarding removal of 
the embargo? 

A: When the Iraqis want 
to talk — we listen. We 
meet them in the Arab 
League, in the corridors of 
the U.N. For the moment 
there is no breakthrough. 

Q: Egypt tends to make a 
distinction between Iraq 
and another state upon 
which a world emargo is 
being imposed — Libya. 
Your president, Mubarak, 
constantly praises the trans- 
formation that has taken 
place in Colonel Qadhafi 
and we, the world, can't see 
it... 

A: The Qadhafi of today 
is completely different from 
the Qadhafi of the past He 
is even willing to bring to 
trial the two from Lockerby 
in a third country! Look and 
see what a drastic change 
that is. That is why 
Mubarak received the cor- 
rect impression. 

Q: The world hasn’t 
exactly become 

enthralled... 

A: In 1996, listen to what 
1 am saying, the world will 
listen to Qadhafi. I predict 
that it will happen soon. 

Q: The triumph of the 
Islamic Party in Turkey. 
Were your surprised? 

A: This is the mood in 
Tuikey. I wasn’t completely 
surprised. We followed 
developments there, and we 
expected the Islamic Party 
to get stronger there. That is 
why I did not exactly 
understand Ciller’s move. 


There is food for thought 
there. Years ago, Ata Turk 
established a state with an 
Islamic tradition. Years 
have gone by and the Turks 
have returned to their ori- 
gins. 

Q: How will all this affect 
the relations between Egypt 
and Thrfcey? 

A: It will not have any 
effect. Egypt and Turkey 
have a history of excellent 
relations. In “the new Mid- 
dle East” Turkey has an 
important role and place. 
Every party will leam to 
find its place. 

Q: Between mediating 
here, and involvement in 
negotiations there — is 
there anything you want? 

A: Yes. A vacation... I 
dream of lying on a beach 
for four or five days. I 
would choose a beach in 
Egypt. In the past five years 
I have been so busy... 

Q: Actually, because you 
don’t come from a military 
background, you have 
reached the pinnacle of 
your career, and at a young 
age. What about the forme? 

A: Maybe I will do some- 
thing else. Maybe 1 will 
leave politics. 

Q: What was the most 
exciting moment for you as 
foreign minister? 

A: The night before the 
singature between the 
Israelis and the Palestini- 
ans. It was clear Thai the 
two sides will make peace 
only if a third party will 
come to their aid. The 
Israelis were so tough. They 
quibbled about each and 
every point. The Palestini- 
ans were not prepared for it 
at all. We sat until three in 
the morning, we didn't 
move. 1 even remember the 
sandwiches we ordered. We 
fought for every kilometre, 
every house... 

Q: With whom did you 
create a special chemistry 
during all these events? 

A: Among the Arabs? 
Don’t get me into trouble. 
But with Shimon Peres I 


have a special friendship. 
He has such ideas. He is 
like a cloud that brings 
down a shower of ideas and 
solutions. We feel very 
comfortable together. On 
the Arab side. I’ll mention 
only one name and... 

Q: Peres said recendy that 
be is prepared to relinquish 
nuclear power in return for 
peace. Is this a crucial con- 
dition for peace in the Mid- 
dle East? 

A: Yes! It is impossible to 
achieve peace without, 
relinquishing nuclear 
power. We have been talk- 
ing about this for a long 
time already. Only the 
Israelis are still opposed to 
it That is the step that will 
lead to a final peace. Israeli 
military supremacy will 
always push Israel to make 
mistaken decisions. 

Q: A summit meeting 
between Peres and Assad 
will take place during 
1996? 

A: That depends a lot on 
what Israel will be willing 
to give up. You know, you 
Americans are always 
impressed by such summit 
meetings. I understand, it is 
a celebration for the media. 
But the Syrians do not 
believe in personal diplo- 
macy — meetings between 
Peres and Assad, Sharaa 
and Barak... it's not their 
style. They do not under- 
stand the Israeli (and Amer- 
ican) stubbornness regard- 
ing such meetings. It’s sim- 
ply not their style. 

Q: The right wing in 
Israel was weakened after 
Rabin's assassination. Is 
this good for the peace or 
bad for the peace? 

A: If it leads to an overall 
peace in the region, then it’s 
good. But don’t forget that 
Egypt signed a peace agree- 
ment with a right-wing gov- 
ernment in Israel (headed 
by Menachem Begin). On 
the other hand, comparing 
Binyamin Netanyahu to 
such an impressive leader 
like Begin... time will tell.. 


Saudi concern rises over Bahrain -I Iraq, U.N. to skirt thorny issues 
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killed between December 
1994 and April last year. A 
new wave of violence erupted 
this month after the govern- 
ment banned political gather- 
ings at Shiite mosques. 

Qatar infuriated Bahrain 
earlier this month when its 
state-run television carried 
interviews with Bahraini 
opposition leaders in exile. 
The two neighbours have been 
locked in a border dispute for 
years. 

Prince Abdullah's remarks 
were the second Saudi ex- 
pression of concern over the 
Bahraini unrest in 10 days. 
After a bomb blast at a 
Bahrain hotel earlier this 
month. Saudi Arabia said it 
strongly condemned “this 
terrorist act aimed at attemp- 
ting to impair the security of 
Bahrain." 

No-one was injured in the 
blast and none of the exiled 
opposition groups waging a 
propaganda war against the 
government has come for- 
ward to claim responsibility. 

Bahrain, a small island of 
fewer than 600,000 people 
including 225,000 foreigners, 
is the Gulfs main financial 


centre with 48 offshore' bank- 
ing upils and dozens of other 
banks and financial institu- 
tions. 

It is linked to Saudi Arabia 
by a 25-kilometre causeway 
opened in 1986 and has be- 
come a popular destination 
for Saudis during the 
weekend — Thursday and 
Friday. 

Saudi Arabia itself has a 
sizeable minority of Shiites 
among its 17.9 million 
population, mainly in the 
kingdom's oil-producing 
Eastern Province facing 
Bahrain. 

Saudi Arabia is Bahrain’s 
main ally within the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), which also 
includes Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar and 
Oman. 

Saudi concern at events in 
Bahrain is shared by its GCC 
allies and also by the United 
States, which uses the island 
as the base of its new Fifth 
Fleet charged with enforcing 
the Clinton administration's 
“dual containment" policy 
against Iran and Iraq. 


Council's Sanctions Commit- 
tee, to ensure the prices rep- 
resented fair market value, 
and the money paid into a 
U.N. escrow account. 

At current prices, oil ex- 
ports of $2 billion over six 
months would amount to ab- 
out 700.000 barrels per day. 

Iraq used to pump more 
than three million barrels a 
day before the Gulf war. 

Out of every SI billion 
raised by Iraq through its sale 
of oil, 30 per cent or S300 
million would have . to be 
earmarked for a U.N. Gulf 
war reparations funds. Be- 
tween S20 million and S50 
million would go to meet 
other U.N. costs, including 
those of a special commission 
overseeing the scrapping of 
Iraq's weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

Between $130 million and 
SI 50 million of every SI bil- 
lion would be funnelled 
through U.N. humanitarian 
programmes for the mainly 
Kurdish northern provinces 
of Iraq. 


Another condition is that 
the larger share of oil exports 
should be carried in the 1,050 
kilometres pipeline from 
Kurkuk, in Iraq, to Yumurta- 
lik, in Turkey, and the rest 
via the Iraqi Gulf port of 
Mina A I Bakr. 

Officials here have not said 
whether Iraq is seeking to. 
renegotiate the terms of Re- 
solution 986. The Security 
Council meanwhile has re- 
fused to amend the measure. 

French deputy Jean- 
Bemard Raimond, former 
foreign minister, said after 
returning from a recent visit 
to Iraq that President Sad- 
dam Hussein had the “poli- 
tical will" to strike a deal on 
the measure even if he did 
not agree to it. 

A diplomat based here said 
Iraq has changed its position 
after having received 
“guarantees" from France 
and Russia, both permanent 
members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council, that this “resolu- 
tion would be applied in good 
faith.” 


Beta Carotene no preventive 
of diseases, two studies find 


Bosnians remove heavy weapons 


Israel sees no breakthrough 
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cised "Israeli forces hostile to 
peace with Syria, who put too 
much emphasis on the prob- 
lems of security arrange- 
ments to distraci attention 


from the main issue, a total 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights.” 

It singled out Mr. Barak, a i 
former armed forces chief of 
staff. * 


Israeli jets raid South Lebanon 
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ationai bases of the Hizbollah 
organisation.” 

"Pilots reported accurate 
hits and returned safely to 
base," the spokesman said. 

According to Israeli milit- 
ary sources. . the air raids also 
followed an attack with mor- 
tar shells, rocket-propelled 
grenades and automatic 
weapons late Monday on 
positions of the Israeli-3 1 lied 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
in the western sector of the 
"security zone.” 

No casualties or damages 
were reported in that attack. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties in the air 
strikes, the first since Nov. 
30. Israeli jets launched a 
total of 25 air raids into Leba- 
non in 1995. killing 17 peo- 
ple. 

Tuesday's air raid seemed 
to be in retaliation for a huge 


bomb blast on Monday about 
500 metres north of the bor- 
der with Israel. 

A car packed with 200 
kilogrammes of explosives 
blew up near an Israeli- 
backed militia post near the 
border but no members of 
the SLA manning the post 
were hurt in the explosion. 
SLA sources said it may have 
killed two passengers inside 
the car. 

The Israeli coordinator for 
Lebanon, Uri Lubrani, ac- 
cused Hizbollah of planting 
the carbomtr. 

“The war continues in 
Lebanon. The peace negotia- 
tions have failed to calm the 
situation." he told SLA radio 
Voice of the South, referring 
to Israeli negotiations with 
Syria, which maintains an 
estimated 40,000 troops in 
Lebanon. 


ing all heavy weapons be 
pulled back two kilometres 
(one mile) from the former 
confrontation line in line with 
the peace accord. 

Meanwhile the Bosnian 
Serb “premier,” Rajko Kasa- 
gic. accused the Muslims and 
Croats of failing ro release all 
Serbs in their jails, as the 
Bosnians renewed demands 
for information on thousands 
of Muslims missing from their 
former enclaves in eastern 
Bosnia. 

ti, the Serbs 

would "link our participation 
in discussions to implement 
rhe Dayton accords while the 
fulfilment by the other par- 
ties of their obligations.” the 
Bosnian* Serb news agency 
SRNA reported Monday. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
said only a handful of prison- 
ers remained in illegal deten- 
tion, and said Bosnia's Croats 
were the only party in full 
compliance over prisoner re- 
leases. 

However, it expressed coc- 
nem for the fate of scores 
more unregistered PoWs. 

Officially, the Bosnian 
government has only six pris- 
oners remaining, the Serbs 
26. although the ICRC is 
demanding access to 110 un- 
registered Serb prisoners 


thought to be held in a gov- 
ernment prison in Tuzla. 

Angry Bosnian refugees in 
that northeastern town pro- 
tested for a second day 
against the ICRC, who they 
blame for the lack of in- 
formation about the fate of 
thousands of civilians missing 
since Serb forces overran the 
eastern Srebrenica enclave 
last July. 

Around 100 refugees, most 
of them women from the 
former Muslim enclave of 
Srebrenica, gathered again 
outside the ICRC building in 
Tuzla, which they ransacked 
Monday to protest the inter- 
national community's failure' 
to trace thousands of mainly 
male civilians. 

The refugees believe 
thousands of Muslims missing 
since Serb forces overran the 
eastern enclave last July are 
still being held captive in 
flagrant violation of the Day- 
ton peace accords. 

But despite the continuing 
protest and the extensive 
damage done to the building 
when refugees smashed doors 
and windows. ICRC officials 
were adamant Tuesday that 
neither their mandate to su- 
pervise prisoner release nor 
their tactics of negotiations 
and persuasion would 
change. 


By Gina Kolata 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Two 
large studies have found 
that contrary to the beliefs 
or hopes of the millions 
i who take it, beta carotene, a 
vigorously promoted vita- 
min supplement, is com- 
pletely ineffective in pre- 
venting cancer or heart dis- 
ease. 

One of the studies found 
that it might even be harm- 
ful to some people. 

U.S. health officials said 
they hoped that this would 
spell the end of the beta 
carotene fad. The idea that 
a simple supplement cap- 
sule might fend off cancer 
and other diseases, they 
said, has simply proved too 
good to be true. 

Dc Richard Klausner, 
director of the National 
Cancer Institute, which 
financed both studies, said: 
“With clearly no benefit 
and even a him of possible 
harm, I can see no reason 
that an individual should 
rake beta carotene.” 

Beta carotene is a natural- 
ly occurring substance in 
fruits and vegetables that is 

Iraq woos key 
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sanctions deals with Bagh- 
dad. 

France is seen by diplomats 
as one of the keenest sup- 
pon.es in the Security Council 
of moves to allow Iraq to sell 
a limited volume of its oil 
under U.N. supervision to 
'alleviate the suffering of its 
people. 

China is the latest Security 
Council member to gain 
Baghdad’s attention while 
Japanese energy companies 
are said to be' talking with 
ELF and Total as potential 
consortium members in the 
development of the Majnoon 
and Nahr Umar fields. 

Iraqi oil Minister Amer 
Rasheed visited China in 
November and industry 
sources say both sides are 
working towards an accord 
similar to the one already 


converted to vitamin A in 
the body. The cancer insti- 
tute recommends that rather 
than rely on supplements, 
people eat low-fat diets • 
abundant in fruits and veg- 
etables, whose hundreds of 
substances combined might 
be fostering the disease 
protection that has been 
sought in beta carotene. 

One of the beta carotene 
studies, the Physicians’ 
Health Study, involved 
22,071 doctors who were 
randomly assigned to take 
50 milligrammes of beta 
carotene or a dummy pill 
every other day. The study 
ended on Dec. 31, after 12 
years, with the conclusion 
that beta carotene supple- 
ments did not protect 
against cancer or heart dis- 
ease. 

The other study, the Beta 
Carotene and Retinol Effi- 
cacy Trial, or Caret, tested 
both beta carotene, in a 
dose of 30 milligrammes a 
day, and vitamin A, in a 
daily dose of 25,000 

international units. The 
18,314 participants in this 
study took beta carotene, 
vitamin A, both or a place- 
bo. 

Preliminary studies hint- 


ed that beta carotene might 
be especially effective in 
preventing lung cancer, and 
all the subjects in the Caret 
study were at high risk for 
lung cancer because they 
smoked or bad worked with 
asbestos. 

Hie study was halted on 
Jan. 10 — or 21 months 
ahead of schedule — when 
investigators concluded not 
only that the vitamins were 
not helpful but also that 
they might be harmful: the 
rate of death from lung can- 
cer was 28 per cent higher 
among the participants who 
had taken the supplements 
than among those who bad 
taken the placebo, and the 
rate of death from heart dis- 
ease was 17 per cent higher. 

The reason for these 
increases are unclear and 
they were too small to be 
considered statistically sig- 
nificant. But they were 
nonetheless worrisome 

The two studies were pre- 
ceded by a Finnish study of 
29.133 male smokers. That 
study, published in 1994, 
found a slight increase in 
the death rate among those 
who had taken beta 
. carotene. But some critics 
of the research said the beta 


carotene dose, 20 mil- 
ligrammes a day, had been 
too low to find the benefit 
that they expected. 

Others said the men had 
been studied for too short a 
time, five to eight years. 
And still others said that 
even if beta carotene did 
not help smokers, it would 
help healthy people. 

To underscore the impor- 
tant of the new findings. Dr. 
Klausner announced them 
at a news conference at the 
National Cancer Institute in 
Bethesda, Maryland, with- 
out waiting for the usual 
publication in a medical 
journal. 

The Caret study’s direc- 
tor, Dr. Gilbert Omenn, 
dean of public health at the 
University of Washington 
in Seattle, said its results 
were not definite proof that 
beta carotene is harmful. 
But the reason it was halt- 
ed, he said, is that its find- 
ings were reminiscent of 
those in Finland. 

“These vitamins were 
providing no benefit,” Dr. 
Omenn said, “and may — I 
with the emphasis on may 
— have adverse effects.” 


U.N. members Israeli soldier stabbed to death 


signed with Russia. 

On Tuesday. Iraq - de- 
scribed U.S. presidents as 
“poisonous spiders” and the 
United States as a “monster" 
whose only aim was to inflict 
harm on others. 

The government newspap- 
er Al Jumhouriya said Iraq 
had lost all hope in the Un- 
ited States which was bent on 
plundering the wealth of 
other countries annihilating 
their peoples. 

"American leaders, who 
are carrying out the most 
vicious crimes against 
humanity... are poisonous 
spiders with no concern but 
murder, dissemination of 
vice, disease and use of 
narcotics." the newspaper 
said in an editorial signed by 
its editor-in-chief. Salah Al 
Mukhtar. 


(Continued 

Officials said the incident 
was a "flagrant violation" of 
the autonomy agreement. 

The accord guaranteed the 
free movement and right to 
bear arms of Jewish settlers 
on the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Prior to Tuesday’s stab- 
bing, the only deadly attack 
against Israeli soldiers since 
the army redeployment on 
the West Bank began in 
November took place Jan. 17 
when an officer and an en- 
listed man were shot and 
killed in an ambush near the 
southern West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

Army officials blamed that 
attack on the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine. 

Jenin was the scene of 
another deadly incident on 


Grom page 1) 

the eve of historic Palestinian 
elections on Jan. 20. when 
Israeli soldiers shot and killed 
three Hamas activists who 
fired at them at a checkpoint 
just outside the town. 

Hamas has vowed to rake 
revenge against Israelis for 
the Jan. 5 assassination by 
presumed Israeli agents of 
Yahya Ayyash. mastermind 
of a suicide bombing cam- 
paign that killed 45 Israelis in 
1994 and 1995 in a bid to 
undermine the peace process. 

But the movement has not 
carried out any major attacks 
since August and recently 
reached a reconciliation 
agreement with the PNA that 
reportedly included a pledge 
not to undermine the peace 
process by launching attacks 
from PNA-controlled terri- 
tory. 
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r Jordan, 
Anadrako 


iand gas 
exploration 
memo 

By Lola Keilani 

, Speqial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
iEnergy and Mineral Re- 
sources has signed a JD 20 
million letter of intent with 
ithe U.S. company Anadrako 
to explore for gas and oil in 
the Bazalt area in the north- 
east of the Kingdom. 

The agreement was signed 
by Samih Darwazeh. minister 
of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources. and the representa-, 
tive of the Anadrako com- 
pany. 

Anadrako. which has been 
conducting a feasibility study 
to build a gas pipeline be- 
tween Aqaba and the Risheh 
gas field, is the second U.S. 
oil company after Transglob- 
al to sign a letter of intent 
with the Jordanian govern- 
ment. Transglobal's letter of 
intent covers drilling for oil. 
and gas in the Dead Sea area. 

Other oil companies are 
expected to sign oil and gas 
prospecting agreement with 
the Jordanian government af- 
ter they analyse geological 
and geophysical information 
supplied to them by the Natu- 
ral Resources Authority 
(NRA). 

Mr. Darwazeh has said 
that he expeas U.S. firms to 
sign oil and gas concessions 
and oil ventures covering 
almost half the country. 

Mr. Darwazeh told the Jor- 
dan Times Tuesday that the 
letter of intent has to go 
through Parliament to be- 
come final. He added that he 
expects the Parliament to rec- 
tify the document. 

; Jordan is increasing its gas 
’production at the Risheh gas 
Held, covering an area of 
17.000 square kilometres, 1o 
;3S million cubic feet of natu- 
;ral gas per day, said Fakhri 
'Daghestani, director of the 

!nra. 

; Current production from 
;the Risheh gas field is 30 
[million cubic feet per day, 
Iwhich helps Jordan generate 
;12 per cent of country's elec- 
■tric needs. With the increase 
!m production, expected to 
;start in three months, the 
;country will produce up to 15 
[per cent of the Kingdom's 
electric power, said Khalid 
JSheyyab, director of the Pet- 
• roleum Exploration Depart- 
iment at the NRA. 

| Gas from the field is fed to 
;four turbines with a capacity 
[of 30 megawatts each. 


Jordanian Businessmen Association 
highlights investment climate 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association (JBA) has just 
published a book entitled: 
Investment Climate in Jor- 
dan, highlighting recent eco- 
nomic indicators and invest- 
ment prospects in the King- 
dom. 

The 144-page book tackles 
in some detail various aspects 
of the Jordanian economy 
especially industry, tourism, 
transportation, communica- 
tion, construction, medical 
services, energy, mining and 
free zones. The book outlines 
the economic adjustment 
programme, the five-year de- 
velopment plan (1993-1997), 
the stock exchange market, 
the banking sector, the 
labour force, the exchange 
and interest rates as well as 


the investment promotion 
regulations, income tax, sales 
tax, projects available for in- 
vestment and investment ser- 
vices. 

The objective of the book, 
according to a JBA state- 
ment, is to serve as a means 
to enhance wider understand- 
ing of the Jordanian economy 
and to project the role of the 
private sector. 

It said that the main sectors 
of the economy were discus- 
sed and the opportunities for 
investment explored, noting 
that die book provides a de- 
tailed review of the relevant 
laws, regulations and instruc- 
tions pertaining to invest- 
ment activities and facilities 
and exemptions, allowance 
and incentives for investors 
among other important sub- 


jects. 

The JBA was established 
in 1985 as an independent 
non-profit organisation with 
the objective of establishing 
and maintaining a business 
climate that enables the pri- 
vate sector to play its role in 
promoting economic and so- 
cial development in Jordan.. 

The JBA embraces a wide 
specturm of well-reputed en- 
trepreneurs comprising about 
350 members of the senior 
Jordanian businessmen who 
are active in fields ranging 
from industry to banking and 
tourism. JBA conducts its 
activities in cooperation with 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry. 


Egypt aims 
to double 
tourism 
within 
5 years 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
aims to almost double the 
number of tourists to the 
country within the next five 
years to close to six million a 
year. Prime Minister Kamal 
A1 Ganzouri has said. 

“The tourism plan is to 
reach 5.8 million visitors and 
41 million tourist-nights and 
raise tourist income to $5.3 
million a year within these 
five years." Mr. Ganzouri 
told parliament, quoted by 
the state news agency 
MENA. 

Egypt welcomed 3.13 mil- 
lion tourists in 1995. up 21 
per cent from the previous 
year and the first time the 
number passed three million 
since Muslim militants began 
.an armed campaign to topple 
the government. 

Egypt’s hotels showed a 
total of 20.5 million tourist- 
nights in 1995, up 32 per cent 
from the year before. 

Income from tourism in 
1992 was S2.2 billion but 
crashed to S1.3 billion in 1993 
and S1.5 billion in 1994. The 
tourism minister has pre- 
dicted that the vital source of 
foreign currency will top back 
over $2 billion 1993. 

Meanwhile, the new presi- 
dent of the Suez Canal has 
vowed to push ahead with 
development projects and in- 
troduce new price cuts to 
keep the canal the cheapest 
commercial waterway in the 
world. 


EU proposes union 
of world banks 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) is 
proposing the creation of a 
group comprising banks worl- 
dwide to bolster cooperation 
among them and ensure sta- 
bility in the international 
market, Arab bankers said 
Tuesday. 

The EU made the proposal 
in a letter sent recently to the 
Beirut-based Union of Arab 
Banks (UAB), which groups 
most banks in the region, 
UAB said. 

“The letter asked for orga- 
nising joint banking sympo- 
siums and conferences and 
increasing cooperation be- 
tween EU banks and those in 
the Arab World." UAB said 
in its first monthly bulletin, 
obtained here. 

“It also contained a prop- 
osal for the establishment of 
an International Banking Un- 
ion grouping EU. Asian. 
American and Arab banks 
with the aim of consolidating 
stability in the world banking 
market." 

The report gave no details 
of the project or say whether 
UAB had agreed on the idea, 
the first to be floated bv the 
EU. 

UAB comprises 230 Arab 
banks and joint banking units 


with foreign investors, and its 
assets exceeded SI trillion at 
the end of 1994. 

A UAB report said the 
assets of $1,068 billion were 
the highest in Arab banking 
history after they surged by 
32.2 per cent over 1993. 

It said an increase in the 
capital of several regional 
banks in line with official 
instructions boosted the aver- 
age adequacy of Arab banks 
to 14.8 per cent, far higher 
than the eight per cent floor 
recommended by the Bank 
for International Settlement 
(BIS) for banks worldwide. 

BIS decided on the ade- 
quacy. the ratio between 
shareholders* equity and 
assets, to ensure world banks 
have enough funds to face 
financial crises. 

A breakdown showed the 
Bahraini-based Arab Bank- 
ing Corporation, owned by 
Kuwait, Libya and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE), 
was the biggest Arab bank in 
1994 in terms of assets, which 
stood at S19.5 billion. 

It was followed by the 
Saudi National Commercial 
Bank, with assets of $18.5 
billion, the Egyptian A1 Ahli 
Bank with $14.8 billion and 
the Amman-based Arab 
Bank, with $14.4 billion. 


Moscow and Tokyo most 
expensive for business travel 


BRUSSELS (R) — Business 
travellers trying to keep 
down the costs should steer 
clear of Moscow, Tokyo, 
Buenos Aires and Hong 
Kong and head instead for 
Belarus and Albania, a sur- 
vey on business travel 
showed Tuesday. 

Hie survey, conducted by 
European Union-supported 
Eurocost-Luxembourg, 
found Russia's capital to be 
the most expensive city in the 
world for business travellers 
with a day and a night costing 
an average of $543. 

Tokyo was a dose second 
at $516, followed by Buenos 
Aires at $468 and Hong Kong 
at $450. Copenhagen, round- 
ing off the top five, was the 
Europe Union's most expen- 
sive city, costing $427 for a 
day and a night stop off. 

At the other end of the 


scale, the survey indicated 
that plenty of deals awaited 
the truly cost consdous busi- 
ness traveller in Belarus, 
Albania, Armenia, Lithuania 
and Western Samoa. 

A day and a night in Minsk 
costs just $125, the survey 
said, $1 less than in Tirana. 
Yerevan ($132), Vilnius 
($138) and Apia ($140) com- 
pleted the bottom five run of 
cheap cities. 

. Eurocost said it had pub- 
lished its “Business Travel 
Expenses Guide” to help 
companies establish a reliable 
system of checking on travel 
costs. The guide costs 350 
European Currency Units 
($400). 

“(Businessess) can either 
use the data to grant ex- 
penses before a business trip, 
or to set a maximum limit to 


which expenses will be reim- 
bursed,” it said. 

To come up with figures 
for 114 dties. Eurocost said it 
collected the prices for a 
night in a four-or five-star 
hotel, lunch, dinner, taxi 
fares, telephone calls, drinks 
in a hotel bar. laundry of one 
shirt and a daily newspaper. 

Hotels, not surprisingly, 
were the main factor in cost, 
with a four- or five-star cost- 
ing $390 a night in Moscow, 
$359 in Tokyo and $341 in 
Buenos Aires. 

Cities with the cheapest 
hotels — Vilnius ($73). Apia 
($93) and Gambia's Banjul 
($95) — had something of an 
unfair advantage as, accord- 
ing to Eurocost, they have no 
four-or five-star hotels. 

Eurocost also noted that in 
Tblissi, Georgia, a night in 


the city's “magnificent" but 
only business hotel costs just 
($264) — including a candle 
as there is rarely electridty at 
night. 

Dinner — main dish, de- 
ssert, coffee and half a bottle 
of wine — was most expen- 
sive in Copenhagen at $68 
followed by Oslo ($63), Seoul 
($59), Moscow ($56) and 
Tokyo ($55). 

It was cheapest in Yere- 
van. at $5. 

Overall costs for a day and 
a night in well-known dties 
included: Beneva ($384), 
Berlin ($376), Brussels 
($356). London (S352), New 
York ($342), Paris (S328), 
Beijing ($323), Sydney 
($315), Cape Town and Mex- 
ico City ($303), Bangkok 
($300), Kiev ($286), Rome 
($274) and Barcelona ($218). 


Investments in GCC 
bourses exceed $25b 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
More than 250 joint-stock 
companies trade their shares 
in Arab Gulf states, with 
their capital exceeding $25 
billion at the end of 1995. an 
offidal report has said. 

The total joint-stock firms 
in the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) stood 
at 343, of which 254 trade 
their shares in the stock mar- 
ket. Their paid-up capital was 
estimated at $25.7 billion at 
the end of 1995. 

Saudi Arabia, by far the 
biggest GCC member, 
accounted for more than half 
their capital, with 76 com- 
panies and investments of $15 
billion, according to the offi- 
dal Emirates news agencv 
WAM. 

Kuwait had 41 companies 
with a capital of $5.9 billion 
■and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) had 34 firms 
with a capital of $2. 1 billion. 
The rest are based in the 
remaining members — 
Oman, Qatar and Bahrain. 

WAM, quoting a report by 
the Kuwait-based Arab Cor- 
poration for Investment 
Guarantee, put the combined 


capital of all GCC joint-stock 
companies at $31 16 billion, of 
which more than half is own- 
ed by governments. 

The capital of the firms 
trading their shares is far 
lower than their market capi- 
talisation of around $80 bil- 
lion. This is due to a steady 
increase in the prices of 
shares of most trading institu- 
tions over the past few years. 

Despite such a high capital, 
turnover in the GCC bourses 
has remained as low as $300 
million a week, most of which 
is recorded in Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait . 

Dealers said the low tur- 
nover was because govern- 
ments do not trade, dealing is 
confined to nationals in most 
exchanges, and traders tend 
to keep shares as a long-term 
investment to ensure a fixed 
income. 


ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

Internationa! company has an immediate 

opening for an assistant to the president. 

Excellent work environment. We are seeking an 

experienced female assistant committed to 

continuity of employment. 

Job Requirements : 

• Excellent command of English language 
spoken and written. Prefer individual who 
has English as their native language. Arabic 
an asset. 

• Strong secretarial skills including use of 
computer: Windows, Excel. 

• Sufficient previous experience essential. 
Position requires experienced individual 
capable of taking independent action in 
president's absence. 

• Competitive salary based on experience. 

Hours 8:30 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. , 3:30 - 6:00 p. m. 

Saturday through Thursday. 

For information/interview, please contact: 
Ghada Taha 
Tel: 661836 / 668397 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 684311/ 
699634 


THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 
1 El— ,TX 
5 "Woe is mef 
9 Zagreb native 

14 Touched down 

15 Savoir-faire 

16 Actress Hope 

17 Thaw 

1 6 Mah-jongg piece 

1 9 Aquatic animal 

20 Emulated Julia 
Child? 

23 Bill of fare 
2>* Pasture 
25 Main/Kilbride 
movie 

31 Formal dresses 

32 The Boston — 

33 Degree for ABA 
members: abbr. 

35 Take — it 
comes 

36 Strain at the — 
36 Speaker's stand 

39 ' — Miserables" 

40 Clairvoyant 

41 To be" go- 
between 

42 USA 

46 Varnish 
ingredient 

47 Flatfish 

48 Short-lived 

55 Indolence 

56 Indonesian 
island 

57 Type of school, 
briefly 

59 Blender product 

60 a man with 
seven wives. 

61 Adm. Zumwalt 

62 Ranked 
contestants 

63 Meeting abbr 

64 Crucifix 

DOWN 

1 Jack of clubs 

2 Guinness 

3 Farm structure- 

4 Cushioned 
footstools 

5 Minister to 

6 Incapacitated 

7 Rights gp. 

8 — in (intervene) 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved 


9 Where skeletons 
are kept 

10 Drumbeat 

11 Hip 

12 Ripening factor 

13 Time in office 

21 Berry and Wahl 

22 Hebrew letter 

25 Sacred song 

26 Overflowing 

27 Separately 

28 Ring results 

29 S.A. plain 

30 T.S E. name 

31 Hodges of 
baseball 

34 Time zone 
letters 

36 Parasite 

37 Moray- . 

38 Cola alternative 

40 Hits heavily 

41 Make eyes at 

43 Tickled pink 

44 Tropica! fibers 

45 — .no runs, no 
errors 
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48 Egyptian vipers 

49 Chimney 
passage 

50 Traditional 
knowledge 


51 Heron kin 

52 Title 

53 Guthne 

54 Verne character 
58 Group of seals 


THE BETTER HALF 




By Glasbergen 





“I must have buns of steel. 
Steel is a lot heavier than skin." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hariri Arnold and Mika Andrian 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


DYGUP 


lit: 

ONKIHM* MMi S*vto 

Hit 


HIEWI 

_ 



LC 


J 


BAACAN 


□ 

r Y 

□ 

□ 


ALMSBA 


~rm 

_ 
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Your pressure Is as 
high as your weight 



WHERE OVER 
EATING CAN 
LEAVE VDU. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : IN ' Y Y ^ T T Y Y* 

^■A , A A k.A A.A A > 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CABIN DROOP AVOWAL UNUKE 
A stadium can turn Into this when the home 
team loses — A BAWL PARK 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



SHOULD 
I SOTO 

woraoj 

TWB,PErp 


M 

?J 


W3RK/THEY TREAT \tXl S 
UKE DIRT/ WORK KXJ LIKE 
A SLAVE, AMD WHAT DO •>OJ 
bet for rrpMON&y 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, JANUARY 31, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Do not follow the advice 
of friends who are dramatic 
and do not have their feet on 
the ground, and avoid getting 
into trouble. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Although outside duties 
may seem annoying to you 
today, be sure to handle them 
wisely and avoid trouble. 

GEMINI: ("May 21 to June 

21) You are anxious to get off 
to some new kind of pleasure 
today but you would find that 
it is very disappointing. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You are temp- 
ted to disagree with a higher- 
up or dispute over some busi- 
ness deal, but this would be 
wrong for you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Although you do not like 
what an outside partner is 
doing, don’t take to task as 
yet but watch development 
carefully. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is not a 
good day to make changes in 
routines, so cany on as qsual 
and you accomplish a good 
deal. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You feel like 
dashing off to some pleasure 
today, but this could cost you - 
a great deal in more ways 
than one. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 ) When you are 
at home, show kin more de- 
votion, and don't try to be 
selfish. Try not to invite a 
guest in who could cause you 
trouble. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21 ) You may 
receive a message which 
could drive you mad, but 
take it easy and you win the 
game. Be careful in motion 
while on the highway. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Take care in 
handling financial affairs or 
you could lose quite a bun- 
dle. Avoid one who has an 
axe to grind. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Try not to be 
different so that others will 
not criticise you. Don’t lam- 
bast one who is not doing 
things right. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be more optimis- 
tic about those problems you 
have; handle them objective- 
ly, and they are soon behind 
you. 

Birthstone of January; Gar- 
net — Rose Quartz 
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Transport operators gear up to start Jordan-Israel traffic 


Hammamat Ma ’in struggles to avoid 
liquidation as a result of large losses 

☆* ACCUMULATED LOSSES of the Jordan Tourism 
and Spa Complex Company (Hammamat Ma'in) have 
reached JD 9.37 million after recording a JD 575.000 loss in 
fiscal 1994. The loss in 1993 was JD 528,000. The 
accumulated losses are exposing the company for obliga- 
tory liquidation in accordance with the Companies’ Law 
which stipulates such an action whenever losses at any 
company reach double its capital. Fighting to avoid such a 
fate, the board of directors submitted a study to the 
minister of finance to remedy the company's situation but 
discussions with officials from the ministry did not produce 
any solution. Another study was conducted by an audit 
firm, at the request of the minister, and after debating it by 
a committee that was formed for finalising a report on the 
company, a set of recommendations were agreed for 
implementation. The suggestions involved various expan- 
sions and upgrading of facilities as well 3S improved 
services and maintenance. The company's total indebted- 
ness at the end of 1994 stood at JD 14.5 million of which JD 
6.3 million were due to the Ministry of Finance which, as a 
guarantor for the company, had to repay loans which the 
company could not settle due to cash problems. The 
indebtedness also includes JD 7.3 million of loans guaran- 
teed by the Ministry of .Finance (Al Ra'i + A1 AswaqV 

Industrial Development Bank boosts 
net profit by 118% to JD 4.8m 

■CrCr EARLY RESULTS indicate that the Industrial ! 
Development Bank (IDB) boosted net profit after alloca- j 
tions by a record 1 IS per cent to JD 4.8 million last yeaT. ' 
Net profit at the end of 1994 was JD 2.2 million. IDB , 
General Manager Rajab Al Saad said this large increase ; 
was due to higher income, which grew from JD 4.7 million 1 
in 1994 to JD 7.3 million in 1995, and to rationalisation in 
spending which reduced administrative and general ex- 
penses from JD 2.2 million in 1994 to JD 1.9 million in 
1995. The bank's total assets increased from JD 124 million 
in 1994 to JD 135 million in 1995 due to credits to industrial 
and touristic projects rising from JD 91 million to JD 101 
million. Shareholders' equity grew from JD 16 million (in 
1994) to JD 28 million last year due to higher reserves and 
the increase in capital. 

Ther IDB extended 137 loans amounting to JD 21 
million last year. Of the loans, 97 totalling JD 15 million 
were to finance industrial projects, 22 totalling JD 5 million 
were to finance touristic projects and 18 loans totalling JD 
1 million were to finance service projects related to the 
industrial and tourism sectors. Mr. Saad indicated that the 
projects would cost JD 63 million to be set up and that they 
would generate JD 25 million in added value to the national 
income. The projects would provide 1 ,250 job opportuni- 
ties, Mr. Saad added. He noted that rhe IDB extended JD 
400.000 through 53 loans to craftsmen and other small 
workshops throughout the Kingdom (Al R3'i). 

Housing Bank generates JD 9 AS 
million net profit from 1995 operations 

PRELIMINARY FIGURES show that the Housing 
Bank generated JD 9.45 million of net profit last 89 
per cent or JD. 4.4 million more than the figure in>!994. 
Totala deposits at the end of 1995 amounted to JD 884.3 
million about JD 62 million higher from the total atthe end 
of 1994. Loans and credit facilities surged from JD 524.2 
million at the end of 1994 to JD 604.3 million at the end of 
1995. The bank’s total assets grew by 14 per cent to JD 
1.108 million. An official source at the bank said the 
Housing Bank has become the first among Jordanian banks 
in terms of shareholders’ equity which jumped from JD 
43.9 million in 1994 to JD 77.8 million at the end of last 
year. As such, the reserves have reached more than double 
. the bank’s capital of JD 25 million. The Housing Bank has 
117 branches throughout the Kingdom (Al Dustour). 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Transport oper- 
ators in Jordan and Israel are 
gearing up to start operating 
direct air and land routes 
between the two countries in 
March, when the transport 
accord signed by them in 
January takes effect. 

The Council of Ministers 
endorsed the agreement this 
week, and officials are await- 
ing a Royal Decree approv- 
ing the accord to give the 
green signal to private sector 
companies poised to start bus 
and taxi services and at least 
one Israeli and one Jordanian 
airline companies to launch 
shuttle flights between Am- 
man and Tel Aviv. 

The agreement stipulates 
that actual transport opera- 
tions could begin in 30 to 45 
days after the Royal Decree 
is issued approving the 


accord, which also opens the 
door for Jordanians and 
Israelis to drive private vehi- 
cles into each other's terri- 
tory. 

Jordan and Israel have 
opened two direct border 
crossings, the Wadi Arabs 
point in the south and the 
Sheikh Hussein Bridge in the 
north, but passengers now 
have to change vehicles at 
both frontier posts, a process 
that often takes up to an 
hour. 

The quick moves to intro- 
duce direct transport be- 
tween the two countries are 
seen as reflecting the two 
government's keen interest in 
developing close ties as 
opposed the cold relationship 
between Egypt and Israel de- 
spite the signing of a peace 
accord, between them 17 
years ago. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 


mon Peres recently described 
the transport agreement in 
. particular as revolutionary in 
that it is one of the keys to 
increased flow of people and 
goods between the two coun- 
tries and contribute to trade, 
tourism and close interaction 
between Jordanians and 
Israelis. 

Royal Jordanian, the King- 
dom's flag-carrier, has taken 
the initiative to set up the 
new Royal Wings company, 
which hopes to launch five- 
times weekly shuttle flights 
between Amman and Tel 
Aviv. 

Details of the equity divi- 
sion and the type of aircraft 
the company would operate 
were not immediately avail- 
able, but the firm expects to 
start Amman-Tel Aviv op- 
erations by April. 

The Amman-Tel Aviv 
flight will take about 20 mi- 
nutes. a dramatic cut-down in 
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the nearly four hours it now 
takes for an overland trip 
across the northern Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge over the Riv- 
er Jordan. 

Arkia, a privately owned 
Israeli airlines, is also prepar- 
ing to start Amman-Tel Aviv 
flights around the same time, 
said Shalom Touregman, 
second secretary at the Israeli 
embassy in Amman. 

However, the focus will be 
on land transport, said Mr. , 
Touregman. “The one ques- 
tion that every Israeli is 
asking is “when can we drive 
our own cars across the bor- 


der to Jordan'?” he said. 

Israeli businessmen are 
also “looking forward to in- 
creased movement of 
goods,” Mr. Touregman 
added, referring to the clause 
in the Jan. 18 accord for 
direct transport of cargo- 
bearing trucks between the 
two countries. 

Mohammad Rashid, a 
senior official at the Amman- 
based Arabella Transport 
Company, said hundreds of 
private operators had applied 
for licences to ply on direct 
bus routes between Jorda- 


nian and Israeli towns such as 
Amman and Tel Aviv, Am- 
man and Nazareth, Irbid and 
Haifa, and Aqaba and Eilat. . 

The flood xaf applications 
led to a compromise that all 
the operators get together 
and form one public share- 
holding company with a 
capital of JD 10 million. 

At least two other local 
companies, in addition to the 
Jordan Ex press Tourism’ 
Transport (JETT), are also 
expected to launch direct bus 
services between Amman 
and Israeli cities. 


Israel’s Teva in accord 
to acquire Biocraft 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel’s Teva Phar- 
maceutical Industries took a 
big step forward in its over- 
seas expansion Monday, 
announcing it had reached an 
agreement to acquire U.S. 
generic drug maker Biocraft 
Laboratories Inc in a stock 
swap. 

The acquisition will boost 
Teva. Israel’s biggest drug 
company, to eight per cent 
from five per cent of the U.S. 
generic drug market. Teva’s 
U.S. subsidiary Lemmon Co. 
and Biocraft together would 
have annual sales of $390 
million. 

Biocraft shareholders will 
receive 0.461 Teva American 
depositary shares (ADS) for 
each share of Biocraft com- 
mon stock. 

Based on the closing price 


of Teva’s ADS on Jan. 26, 
Biocraft shareholders would 
get a value of $20.86 per 
share of Biocraft stock. 

Biocraft shares jumped 
5 3/8 to 19 in morning trad- 
ing. 

Completion of the transac- 
tion , which has been 
approved by the boards of 
directors of both companies, 
is subject to regulatory 
approval and the approval of 
Biocraft shareholders. 

Ron Weisberg of IB! In- 
vestment House in Israel said 
this was a positive step for 
Teva, “It shows that Teva's 
management knows exactly 
what it wants and it does 
everything to expand activ- 
ity,” said Mr. Weisberg. 

Sharon Korman of Societe 
General Strauss Turnbull 
Securities in London noted 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 
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that Biocraft’s earnings fell 
from $6.1 million in 1994 to a 
loss of $2.4 million last year. 

Teva officials told analysts 
the stock swap, expected to 
be completed in the second 
quarter, will not dilute com- 
pany earnings in 1996. 

“Teva's acquisitions have 
always been extremely 
thought out. They don’t take 
risks,” Ms. Korman said. 

She said (here was little 
overlap between products, 
noting Biocraft has a large 
share of the generic antibio- 
tics market. 

Teva paid about twice 
Biocraft's 1995 sales of 
$140.9 million, she said. 

Biocraft's main stockhol- 
ders, Harold and Beatrice 
Snyder and certain trusts set 
up by the Snyders, have 
already agreed to vote their 
shares in approval of the mer- 
ger. The Snyders and the 
trusts own about 60 per cent 
of Biocraft common stock. 

The combined U.S. opera- 
tions will be heded by Wil- 
liam Fletcher, Lemmon pres- 
ident and chief executive 
officer. 

“We believe that the ac- 
quisition of Biocraft will 
broaden our product line, ex- 
pand distribution, increase 
manufacturing capacity, par- 
ticularly of antibiotic raw 
materials, thereby streng- 
thening Teva's competitive 
position in the growing worl- 
dwide generic pharmaceutic- 
al market" Mr. Fletcher said. 
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Magic Johnson rejoins Lakers 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Basketball star "Magic" 
Johnson returned to theLos 
Angeles Lakers Monday at 
age 36. saying he is raring to 
play and unbowed by the 1 
HIV virus that sidelined him 
in 1991 

“I'm in full tilt," Johnson 
told reporters after a practice 
session with teammates. "No 
matter what happens I'm in 
here all the way. This is it. 
There ain't no going back, no 
turning back." 

He will reportedly earn 
$2.5 million dollars for a con- 
tract that runs through the 
1996 season. 

After learning he had con- 
tracted the virus which causes 
the deadly affliction AIDS. 
Johnson retired from the 
Lakers in 1991. a step which 
he grew to regret since his 
heart never left the game. 

In the years since he step- 
ped down from the Lakers, 
reports of his returning to the 
powerful team have been as 
frequent as Elvis sightings 
and Johnson confessed to 
wanting to take the step a 
long time ago. 

"I have been disappointed 
and frustrated I didn't do it 
before, because l have been 
playing so much since then 
anyway." said Johnson. 
■‘Now I'm happy. I'm back 
and I'm doing what I love to 
do. I am peace with myself." 

Johnson — five years older 
and a muscular 27 pounds 
heftier — will don his familiar 
jersey number 32 when he 
play’s his first Natioal Basket- 
ball Association game since 
June 1991 on Tuesday here 
against Golden Stare. 

Johnson, who led the Lak- 
ers to five league crowns, 
played on the 1992 Olympic 
Dream Team and in the 1992 
NBA All-Star Game. A com- 
eback bid was shelved when 
other players complained he 
put them at risk for getting 
the AIDS virus. 

He has played without inci- 
dent for years now. but was 
barred from playing in 
Taiwan in October because 
of the HIV virus. 

NBA Commissioner David 
Stern has sought to educate 
players and the public about 
the real risks and now, John- 
son said. Stern's work is 
done. 

“I'm not worried. Every- 
body is educated now." John- 
son said. "They don't have to 
think all of those crazy- 
thoughts. It's lime to go to 
work now.” 

"I should have been back 
fin the league) a long time 
ago. I think the time is right. 
The Lakers are playing well 
right now. 1 think they are 
doing a tremendous job.” he 
said "of the reasons for his 
return. 

"But the main reason. 1 
think, is that Cookie and I 
have prayed on it. and God 
has been blessing me. So it’s 
time to come back. 

“1 don't think I went out 
the way 1 wanted to go out 
before. And that's the reason 
I’m back.'' 

But he was quick to note 
that he comes back at the 
invitation of his teammates at 
a rime when the Lakers are 
strong and winning and with 
the knowledge that he is not 
the same player he once was. 

"I don't have to be the 
greatest player. That's in the 
past. It's four years later... I 
know I'm five steps slower. 
But he hook shot's still there. 
I've got power. I know what 
to do. I know what not to do. 

"I'm not coming back 
thinking I am going to be 
Magic Johnson at the age of 
26. 25. 1 would be stupid. But 
I am coming back with re- 
spect that I still know how to 
play this game.” 

Also, he said, he know his 
role has changed, and that he 
has gone from passer to 
guard, to team coach and 
now to "point forward." 

A chronological look at the 
life and basketball career of 
Magic Johnson, who returned 
to the Los Angeles Lakers on 
Monday after retiring in 1991 
with the virus which causes 
AIDS: 

/959 — Bom on August 14 
in Lansing. Michigan. 

1979 — Guided Michigan 
Stale University to the O.S. 
collegiate national cham- 
pionship: turns professional 
after sophomore season; 
selected by the Los Angeles 
Lakers with the first overall 
choice in the National Bas- 
ketball Association draft. 

19SU — Magic Johnson 
plays every position in the 
deciding game of the NBA 
finals. Feuding the Lakers to a 
sixth-game victory over Phi- 
ladelphia for the title. He 
scored 42 points, pulled down 
15 rebounds and passed out 
seven assists and sealed his 
place in history' by becoming 
the only rookie ever to be 
named the NBA Finals Most 
Valuable Player. 

November IS. suffers tom 


Earvin “Magic” Johnson shoots during a 
workout with the Los Angeles Lakers. Johnson 
said he will rejoin the Lakers' January 30 


against the Golden State Warriors (Reuters 
photo) 


Earvin “Magic” Johnson is surrounded by return bo play for the Los Angeles Lakers 
reporters and cameras during a January 29 (Reuters photo I 
press conference announcing that he will 


cartilage in his left knee and 
is sidelined for 45 games. 
Lakers go 28-1 7 without him. 

1981 — Magic sets club 
record with 3.45 steals a 
game, which leads the 
league. On November 19. Pat 
Riley replaces Paul West head 
as coach of the lakers. 

1982 — Lakers beat Phi- 
ladelphia four games to two 
for Johnson's ' second NBA 
crown. 

1983 — Johnson leads 
NBA with 10.5 assists a game 
and is named to All-NBA 
team, but Lakers are swept 
by Philadelphia in NBA fin- 
als. 

1984 — Johnson averages a 
club- record 15:1 assists a 
game to lead the league, with 
a club record of 12 in one 
quarter against Seattle on 
February '21. On May 15. 
Johnson sets an NBA playoff 
record with 24 assists in one 
game against Phoenix. The 
Lakers lose to Boston in a 
seven-game NBA final. 

1985 — Johnson sets an 
NBA record by averaging 1 7 
assists in one playoff series, 
helping the Lakers breeze 
past Portland on their way to 
heating Boston 4-2 in the 
NBA finals. . 

1986 — Johnson leads 
NBA with 12.6 assists and 
becomes the first man to re- 
ceive one million votes in 
All-Star balloting. 

1987 — Johnson named 
Most Valuable Player of reg- 
ular season and finals, lead- 
ing the Lakers to 4-2 victory 


over Boston in NBA finals. 

I98S — Lakers become 
first club to win three straight 
seven-game series on their 
wav to the little, beating De- 
troit in seven in the finals. 

1989 — Johnson becomes 
only player to Lakers' history 
to lead the NBA in free 
throw percentage, hitting 
91. 1 per cent, and earns NBA 
MVP honors. But a ham- 
string injury slows him in the 
playoffs and the lakers are 
swept by Detroit in the finals. 
On November 19. he sets a 
club record with 24 assists 
against Denver. 

1990 — Johnson named 
All-Star Game Most Valu- 
able Player but Lakers ousted 
by Phoenix in second round, 
earliest playoff departure 
since 1981. 

1991 — Johnson becomes 
NBA all-time assist leader 
with 9.888. Lakers fall to 
Chicago 4-1 in NBA finals. 
Johnson plays his final NBA 
game June 12. 

November 7; Johnson 
announces his retirement af- 
ter being diagnosed with 
HIV. the i irus that causes 
AIDS ■ Lakers win a season- 
best nine games in a row after 
his announcement. 

1992 — February 9: Scored 
25 points in NBA All-Star 
Game, named its Most Valu- 
able Player after helping 
VVe.sf to 153-115 triumph. 

Was a member of the U.S. 
Olympic "Dream Team " that 
won a gold medal at the 
Barcelona Games. 


Made a comeback attempt 
with the Lakers, but prorescs 
from other players helped 
convince him to end his best 
and remain retired. He 
joined NBC as a television 
analyst. 

1993 — Worked as a televi- 
sion analyst and assembled 
an all-star team that made 
U.S. and world tours. 

1994 — Replaced fired 
Randy Pfund and interim Bill 
Bertka as coach of the Lak- 
ers. Johnson guided Lakers 
to 5- 1 1 finish to 33-49 season. 
Ends TV commentary duties. 

June 27: Becomes vice 
president and minority owner 
of rhe Lakers. 

1995 — Tours again with 
all-star selects, although 
Taiwan bars his entrv over 
HIV status. He tells USA 
Basketball he vants to he 
part of the 1996 Olympic 
team. Agent Lon Rosen de- 
nies report he will return 
after he is noticed practicing 
with the Lakers. 

1996 — January 26: Report 
breaks that Johnson will re- 
turn within a week. 

January 29: Johnson makes 
it official, selling his five per- 
cent stake in team and sign- 
ing a half-season deal worth a 
reported S2.5 million to make 
his NBA return. 

January 3<>: Scheduled re- 
turn game for Johnson at 
home against Golden State. 
He is scheduled to face 
Michael Jordan and the Chi- 
cago Bulls at home on Fri- 
Jav. 
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Wilander and Novacek begin legal fight 


LONDON ( AFP f — . 
Sweden's triple French Open 
tennis champion Mats Wilan- 
der and Czech Republic’s for- 
mer world number eight 
Karel Novacek confirmed on 
Monday they are to take the 
London based Inter natio nal 
Tennis Federation {ITT) to 
court, over allegations the 
pair tested positive for 
cocaine at last year's French 
Open. 

According to British Sun- 
day newspaper The News of 
the World, both men tested 
positive for cocaine at the 
1995 French Open, but are 
fighting a legal battle with the 
sports' ruling bodies to have 
the test results dismissed. 

The two players issued a 
joint statement "through their 
lawyes staring: “Following 
the even ts of last week when 
the lit acted in ways un- 
acceptable to our clients... 
proceedings have now been 
issued in the High Court 
against the ITF seeking in- 
junctions against them. 

“It is hoped that there will 
be a hearing in Court on 
Thursday or Friday of this 
week when the players’ grie- 
vances will be dealt with by 
the court. A full and early 
trial will be sought." 

ITF general secretary De- 
borah Jevans stayed tight- 
lipped about the revelations, 
and would only comment: 


Sweden's Mats Wilander kicks the ball after losing a point (File photo) 


“At this point in time, the 
ITF position in terms of the 
rules of procedures is that we 
cannot comment — what 
other people say is up to 
them." 

The reports claimed that 
both Wilander. Novacek, 
their lawyers and Jevans met 
at a hotel near Heathrow 
airport last week to discuss 
the allegations and also inti- 
mated that the ITF kept de- 


tails of the test secret for 
eight months. 

Asked whether the meet- 
ing with Wilander and 
Novacek took place, Jevans 
replied: "I personally cannot 
confirm or deny that. 

“I can say that there will be 
some form of announcement 
once the full process of a 
hearing, if any. and any 
appeal has been gone 
through." 


Billy Ryan, Wilan der' s 
lawyer, claimed the ITFs 
handling of the case was 
“scandalous," accused the in- 
formation of being leaked 
and said the former French 
Open champion had not seen 
the documents he requested, p 
“M ats h as done everything 
they ( ITF) asked him to do. 
but they have not done aii 
they should have done," said 
Ryan. 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South Africa, Tunisia. 
Zambia and Ghana reached 
the last four of the African 
Nations Cup at the weekend 
and each team has a different 
motivation to take the title. 

A victory for hosts South 
Africa, who beat Algeria 2-1 
on Saturday, will unite the 
nation in scenes reminiscent 
of their 1995 rugby World 
Cup win on home soil. 

But apart from the political 
advantages for the nation, it 
would give South Africa 
utmost respect as a football- 
ing country, which only re- 
turned to the international 
fold in 1992. 

Against Algeria, Mark 
Fish scored first for South 
Africa. Tarek Lazizi equal- 
ised. before “Shoes” 
Moshoeu hit home the win- 
ner at the FNB stadium. 

Unfortunately. Leeds Un- 
ited’s Phil Masinga picked up 
a second yellow card to rule 
him out of the semi-final 
against Ghana at Johannes- 
burg on Wednesday evening. 

Ghana's incentive is to 
clinch an unprecedented fifth 
African Nations Cup title, 
and their first since 1982. 

Ismael Kurtz's side showed 
the most class in the group 
stages, but their 1-0 quarter- 
final win over Zaire was not 
of the same standard. 

10-man Zaire were deter- 
mined to kick Ghana off the 
pitch, though Masinga's 
Leeds teammate Anthony 
Yeboah's 23rd minute winner 
gave Ghana the last laugh. 

Shortly before the goal. 
Zaire defender Nzelo Lembi 
was sent off in a culmination 
of Zaire's roughhouse tactics. 

Lembi headed a ball near 
the centre circle and as he 
came down he kicked Tori- 
no's Abedi Pele in the back 
and was immediately dismis- 
sed. 

Lembi's dismissal was the 
third of, the tournament after 
Burkina Faso defender Has- 
sane Kamagate and Mozam- 
bique keeper Rui Alves. 

Meanwhile Tunisia's 4-1 
win on penalties against 
Gabon, following a 1-1 
scoreline after extra rime, 
helped make up for Tunisia’s 
disappointment on home soil 


two years ago when (hey lost 
in their group. 

Seldom in the 39-year his- 
tory of the Cup has a host 
nation been so humiliated, 
with the local media blaming 
preparations which concen- 
trated on European rather 
than African opposition. 

Tunisia have a great incen- 
tive. therefore to take the 
title, quieten the detractors, 
and beat their previous best 
performance of second spot 
in 1965. 

Zoubeir Beya scored first 
for Tunisia in the 10th mi- 
nute. before skipper Brice 
Mackaya notched up an 
equaliser from a free-kick six 
minutes later. 

Tunisian keeper Chokri El 
Ouaer performed heroically 
in the shootout by saving two 
penalties and scoring the win- 
ning kick. 

A Zambian victory would 
also be a fitting memorial to 
the players who died in a 
plane crash in April 1993. 

Kalusha Bwaiya. the 
tournament’s top scorer with 
five, was in Europe at the 
time, and escaped the acci- 
dent which wiped out virtual- 
ly the whole Zambian squad. 

Zambia have looked very 
impressive so far, scoring 12 
goals in four marches, which 
included a 9-0 draw against 
Algeria. 

They scored three goals in 
a 20 minute period in their 
quarter-final on Saturday to 
oust Egypt 3-1 at Bloemfon- 
tein. 

Egypt's Samir Kamouna 
had earlier struck just before 
the break, but Zambia took 
advantage of a tactical blun- 
der of Elijah Litana, Vincent 
Mutali and Dennis Lota all to 
score. 

Egypt's Dutch coach Ruud 
Krol brought on defender 
Fawzi Gamal in place of 
striker Aly Maher in the 56rh 
minute in a tactical man- 
oeuvre to preserve their lead. 

But, Krol's strategy badly 
misfired as Zambia scored 
three goals in the next 20 
minutes. 

Bartlett excited at appear- 
ance: South Africa's Sean 
Bartlett, the striker to be 
called up instead of Phil 


African Nations' Cup factfiles 

FactfiJes of African Nations' Cup semi-finalists South 
Africa, Ghana, Zambia and Tunisia: 

☆ South Africa 

Previous resutls — Cameroon 3-0. Angola 1-0. Egypt 0-1, 

Algeria 2-1. 

Scorers — John ‘Shoes' Moshoeu, Mark Williams 2. 

Philemon Masinga. Mart Fish. 

No previous appearances. 

Rankings — 5 Africa. 29 world. 

Coach — Clive Barker. 

Nickname — Bafana Bafana (The Boys). 

☆ Ghana 

Previous results — Ivory Coast 2-0. Tunisia 2-1, Mozambi- 
que 2-0, Zaire 1-0. 

Scores — Abedi Pele 3. Anthony Yeboah 2. Charles 
Akonnor. Felix Aboagye. 

Previous appearances — 1963 winners. 1965 winners. 1968 _ a . 

runners-up. 1970 runners-up. 1978 winners. 1980. 1982 win- \ o ■ ' . N 
ners. I9S4. 1992 runners-up. 1994. 

Rankings — 1 Africa, 19 world. 

Coach — Ismael Kurtz (Brazil). 

Nickname — The Black Stars. 


☆ Zambia 

Previous results — Algeria 0-0. Burkina Faso 5-1. Sierra 
Leone 4-0, Egypt 3-1. 

Scorers — Kalusha Bwaiya 5. Dennis Tota 2. Kenneth 
Malitoli, Mordon Malitoli. Johnson Bwaiya. Elijah Litana. 
Vincent Mutale. 

Previous appearances — 1974 runners-up. 1978. 1982 third. 
1986, 1990 third. 1992, 1994 runners-up. 

Rankings — 4 Africa, 23 world. 

Coach — Roald Poulseen (Denmark) 

Nickname — Mighty Zambia. 


Tunisia 

Previous resutls — Mozambique 1-1. Ghana 1-2, Ivory Coast 
3-1. Gabon l-l (4-1 penalties). 

Scorers — Imed Ben Younes 3. Zoubeir Beya. Abdelkader 
Ben Hassen. hadi Ben Rekhissa. 

Previous appearances — I%2 third. 1963. 1965 runners-up. 
197S fourth. 1982. 1994. 

Coach — Henri Kasperczak (Poland). 

No nickname. 


Masinga, who has received 
two yellow cards, looked for- 
ward to starting Wednesday's 
semi-final against Ghana, 
“I'm excited about the 
game." Bartlett said at Mon- 
day's training. “It's just a pity 
Phil has to miss out." 

Pteim elding backs Sooth Afri- 
ca: 

South Africa received the 
backing of Ivory Coast coach 
Pierre Pleimelding. who 
thought they would win the 
event if they beat Ghana. 

"South Africa have En- 
glish fighting spirit mixed 
with skill which is very rare 


these days," Pleimelding 
said. “They have key players 
in important positions, he 
added, picking out Neil 
Tovey, Mark Fish and Eric 
Tinkler as accomplished ball- 
winners. 

Ghana prefers fish to meat: 
Ghan’s Anthony Yeboah 
gave South Africa’s Mark 
Fish a tounge-in-cheek com- 
pliment at training when he 
was asked to pick out South 
Africa's best players. “South 
Africa have some good play- 
ers, especilly the Fish — he's 
very good, better than 
meat!" said Yeboah. 


IOC 
awards 
rights 
toEBU 

GENEVA (R) — The Inter- 
national Olympic Committee 
(IOC) has awarded the exclu- 
sive European rights to 
screen the winter and sum- 
mer Olympics between 2000 
and 2008 to the European 
Broadcasting Union (EBU) 
for a total of $1,442 billion, 
an EBU statement said on 
Tuesday. 

The IOC rejected a com- 
peting higher bid, valued in 
news reports at $2 billion, 
from a consortium backed by 
Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corp, in favour of the 
Geneva-based EBU. 

The agreement covers: The 
2000 games in Sydney for 
$350 million, the Winter 
Games in 2002 in Salt Lake 
City for $120 million, the 
2004 Games I $394 million), 
the Winter Games in 2006 for. 

($135 million), and the 2008 
Games ($443 million). 

D 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince congratulates athlete 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday received in his 


leaders Newcastle in the New Year, has been 
plagued by injury since he joined Munich 
from AC Milan in 1994. 


office at the Royal Court Mohammad Falah Christie Will run in the Olympics 
who won the bronze medal in the 12th 
International Tae Kwon Do Championship 
held in the Philippines last November. In 
congratulating the winner, the Crown Prince 
urged the Jordanian Tae Kwon Do Federa- 
tion to exert further efforts in promoting this 
martial art in the Kingdom. Federation Chair- 
man Issa Reimouni and the federation's 
Secretary General Majed Mansour were pre- 
sent at the meeting. 


LONDON (AFP) — Sprint champion Linford 
Christie's claims that he will not defend his 
Olympic 100m title later this year were 
laughed off by chief rival Donovan Bailey on 
Tuesday. Bailey, who won the world title in 
Gothenburg last year, is convinced the British 
sprint star will be at the start line in Atlanta 
despite repeated denials. The 28-year-old 
Canadian said: "He's running. We all know 
he s running. 


Papin faces ankle operation Boro dismiss Branco rumours 


MUNICH (AFP) — Bayern Munich French 
international striker Jean-Pierre Papin faces 
an ankle operation in Marseille on Saturday, 
it was reported here on Tuesday. A Bayern 
Munich spokesman said: “It's a just a small 
marter. It will be up to the doctor whether he 
can be back in time when the league program- 
me resumes on February 11. "Papin was 
injured before Christmas in a training acci- 
dent with Lothar Matthaeus. Last week he 
seemed fine but suddenly he developed a pain 
in his right ankle." Papin, linked with a 
million pound move to English Premiership 


MIDDLESBROUGH (AFP) — Middles- 
brough dismissed fresh reports here on Tues- 
day that Brazilian defender Branco could be 
joining his compatriot Juninho at the ambi- 
tious Premiership Club. Full-back Branco is a 
free agent, after buying his own contract and 
is understood to be keen to move to the 
Riverside Stadium. Boro rejected the alleged 
interest as “sheer speculation” and chief 
executive Keith Lamb has raised doubts as to 
whether 31-year-old Branco would meet the 
guideliness laid down by the government — 
even if Boro did want to sign him. 


African Nations’ Cup 

Semifinalists have different motivations f 
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Doug Edwards of the Vancouver Grizzlies (right) tries to steal the ball from Philadelphia 76ers* Jerry Stackhouse in the 
second period of NBA action in Philadelphia (Reuters photo) 


Anderson lifts Hornets over Cavs 


CHARLOTTE, North Caro- 
lina (R) — Kenny Anderson- 
made a running 13-footer 
with six-tenths of a second 
left to lift the Charlotte Hor- 
nets to the .500 mark for the 
first time in 10 weeks with an 
88-86 victory Monday over 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Larry Johnson had 20 
points and a season-high 17 
rebounds and Matt Geiger 
added 18 points as the Hor- 
nets (21-21) levelled their re- 
cord for the first time since 
November 15. 

“I was very excited," said 
Anderson after his game win- 
ner. “We let the dock run 
down to five seconds. It ws 
playground style. That's what 
I learned on the playgrounds 
in New York.” 

Anderson, who came to 
—^Hornets earlier this month in 
; a big trade with the New 
"Jersey Nets, had 16 points 
‘•and six assists as the Hornets 
shot 48 per cent (33-for-69) 
from the field. 

“We've always said that 
once we reach the .500 mark, 
we’re just going to keep 
going from threre," said 
Charlotte swingman Glen 
Rice, who had nine points 
and eight rebounds. 

“We had extra motivation. 
Geveland is a team we are 
fighting for a playoff spot." 

Terrell Brandon scored 15 
of his 22 points in the first 
quarter and had seven assists 


'for Geveland (22-20). 

Antonio Lang, who scored 
14 points, made a layup to 
give Geveland its last lead, 
86-84, with 1:01 left. 

Johnson made a layup to 
tie it with 45 seconds- to go. 
Brandon missed a jumper 
with 21 seconds left and 
Michael Cage missed a tip 
before Dell Curry grabbed 
the rebound and the Hornets 
called timeout to set up the 
final play. 

“It was a tough loss for us 
tonight,” Cavs coach Mike 
Fratello said, whose team 
made just 16 of 25 free 
throws. 

In New York, Patrick Ew- 
ing had 35 points and Hubert 
Davis added 12 of his 19 in 
the fourth quarter as the 
Knicks beat the Miami Heat 
94-85. 

Ewing also grabbed nine 
rebounds for the Knicks, who 
have won three straight 
games and five of their last 
seven. It was New York’s 
third victory against Miami 
and former Knicks coach Pat- 
Riley this season. 

- “He (Ewing) has great 
games against Miami because 
he gets single coverage and 
late double coverage," New 
York coacb Don Nelson said. 
“He works hard in the mid- 
dle.” 

Rex Chapman scored 23 
points and Alonzo Mourning 
added 21 and 13 rebounds for 


Miami, losers of 10 of their 
last 13. 

At Utah, Karl Malone had 
his third 40-point game of the 
season as theUtah Jazz con- 
tinued their domination of 
the Detroit Pistons with a 
106-97 victory. 

John Stockton added 19 
points for the Jazz, who have 
won six of their last seven 
games in extending their win 
streak against Detroit to nine 
straight. 

“Karl had a big game, and 
he kind of bailed us out 
again,” Utah coach Jerry 
Sloan said. “He's done that a 
few times in his career.” 

Grant Hill scored 34 points 
for the Pistons, who con- 
cluded tbier four-game road 
trip with two losses after wins 
at San Antonio and Dallas. 

In Portland, Frank Brick- 
owski scored 10 of his 16 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Seattle Supersonics ral- 
lied past the Portland Trail 
Blazers 92-88 for their fifth 
straight win. 

Gary Payton added 21 


points for Pacific Division- 
leading Seattle (31-11), while 
Gifford Robinson scored 25 
points to lead Portland, who 
have lost three of its last four 
games. 

Arvydas Sabonis pulled 
Portland (21-22) even at 85- 
85 with a 10-footer with 2:37 
to play. Brickowski gave 
Seattle the lead for good with 
a three-pointer from the right 
wing 20 seconds later. 

In Philadelphia, Jerry 
Stackhouse scored 29 points 
and Sean Higgins added 27 as 
the Philadelphia 76ers snap- 
ped a nine-game losing streak 
by holding on for a 103-92 
victory over the expansion 
Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Clarence Weatherspoon 
added 23 points for the 76ers. 
who avenged a 103-102 over- 
time loss at Vancouver ear- 
lier this month. Philadelphia 
still has the worst record in 
the league at 8-34. 

Greb Anthony scored 18 
points and rookie Bryant 
Reeves added 16 for the 
Grizzilies (10-33). 


RESULTS 


Charlotte 

88 

Cleveland 

86 

New York 

94 

Miami 

85 

Philadelphia 

103 

Vancouver 

92 

Utah 

106 

Detroit 

97 

Seattle 

92 

Portland 

88 


Dear JSFA member and guest. 

Under the Patronage of Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Raad Bin Zeid and 
Princess Majda Raad, the Honorary 
Presidents, and on the occasion of Arbor 
Day, we are glad to inform you that the 
Tree Planting event will take place on 
Friday February 2nd, 1996 at 11:00 am 
at the Scandinavian Forest. 


Above is subject to weather conditions. 



THE Alternative Venue 

TURINO IS OPEN AS USUAL ! 
TRY luring 

An extraordinary place that boasts / 
Mediterranean culture in food, drinks and fun. 


Turino Restaurant 
Cheers Elite Cafe 9 
At TURINO Suites Hotel, Sweiftyeh Dial Now 863944 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCK 

Tnsri, M* W Sennort. he 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. I - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4kA J 9 2 77 2 :AJJ063 *K 8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1C- 2* 27 Pae* 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A - Shame m you if thought we 
were trying to trap you! Partner 
could easily have a mojor-two-auit- 
er, and no bid other than two 
spades should even be considered. 

Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q109 32 TK9 6 OAJ93 *Q 


The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
14 Pass 1* Pus 

1NT Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A - With your 12 points and five- 
card suit, you certainly want to 
press on to game, especially since 
you have a valuable card in part- 
ner’s suit. However, if partner has 
three spades, it might be better to 
play in the major suit. Jump to 
three diamonds to hear again from 
partner — two diamonds is not forc- 
ing! 

Q. 3 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*4 7K10 5 vA Q 10 9 2 4AQ95 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
lO 1* 27 Pan 

What do yoti bid now? 

A - An already good hand has been 
improved by the auction, and no 
heart raise will do it justice. Start 
by cue-bidding two spades, then 
support hearts at your next turn. 
Partner should get a pretty good 
picture of your bolding. 

Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: t 

«AKB873 7AQ9 0J92 *5 

TTie bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Paul 27 Pom 

7 . 

What do you bid now? 

A - If you choose to stress your 
spades by rehidding them now, you 
will never convince partner of the 
quality of your support for his suit 
later in the auction. The hand 
should be much easier to bid if you 
raise to three hearts now. 


Q. S - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KQ 7KQJ10B6 3 vKQ7 46 

Partner opdhs the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A - While it is barely conceivable 
that partner opened the bidding 
holding one ace, odds are that 
North has at least two. Ask for aces 
by bidding four no trump, then com- 
mit the hand to live or six hearts, or 
seven no trump, depending on how 
many aces partner shoves. 

Q. 6 - As South . vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*K J76 7AKJ83 vK Q 7 48 

Partner opens the bidding with four 
spades. What action do you take? 

A - Unless you play some method 
we don't know about, partner's 
opening preempt i yes, an opening 
four- spade bid is a preempt! denies 
two aces l Any hand with a good 
seven- or eight-cord suit and an 
outside ace is good enough for a 
one-bid.) Paso. 


‘Death threat made against Seles’ 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian tennis officials Tuesday 
refused to confirm reports that a death threat had been 
made against joint world number one Monica Seles last 
week, although police said they were investigating a threat. 

Melbourne's Herald Sun newspaper reported on Tues- 
day that Tennis Australia, organisers of last week's 
Australian Open, had received an anonymous telephone 
call last Friday during which Seles’ life had been 
threatened. 

Seles had not been told of the threat, the newspaper said. 

Seles defeated Germany's Anke Huber in the women’s 
singles final the next day. 

A statement from Victorian police said they had been 
alerted by Tennis Australia to a security threat made 
against an unnamed tennis player during the Australian 
Open. 

The brief statement said extra police had been assigned 
to tighten security around the player during the tourna- 
ment. 

Victoria police spokesman Kevin Loomes told Reuters 
that investigations into the threat were continuing. 

The Melbourne newspaper report said police had investi- 
gated the call and had stationed uniformed police officers 


at each entrance to the main stadium of the tournament 
venue, Melbourne's Flinders Park. 

Seles’ Australian Open win was her first Grand Slam 
victory since returning to tennis last August after being 
stabbed by an obsessed Steffi Graf fan ar a tournament in 
Hamburg in April, 1993. 

The Yugoslav-born American broke down and was 
unable to continue a post-match news conference on 
Saturday when she was asked if she thought she would ever 
be able to play in Germany again. 

The Herald Sun story quoted tournament director Paul 
McNamee as saying: ‘Any concerns that were there were 
handled low key. 

“Secrecy was critical because of possible ramifications 
bad Seles become aware of the threat to her on Saturday as 
she prepared for the singles final.” McNamee was quoted 
as saying. 

McNamee on Tuesday told reporters he could not 
confirm the report. 

Brenda Perry, a tour director with the WTA Tour, the 
governing body of women's tennis, told Reuters from 
Tokyo the WTA Tour was not aware of any threat being 
made against Seles. 


Hingis 
gives 
Sabatini 
a Tokyo 
beating 

TOKYO (Agencies) — Swiss 
teenager Martina Hingis 
caused the first upset of the 
$926,250 Toray Pan Pacific 
Open toumamnet on Tues- 
day by crushing three-time 
champion Gabriela Sabatini 
in the first round. 

The 15-year-old, a quarter- 
finalist at the Australian 
Open last week, relied on her 
powerful ground strokes and 
fine return of service on the 
fast indoor surface to score a 
6-3, 6-4 victory over the sixth- 
seeded Argentinian. 

Hingis, who received the 
WTA Tour Most Impressive 
New Comer Award last sea- 
son, made light of her win. 
She said: “Maybe it’s easier 
to play one of the seeded 
players in the first round. 
you have a chance, you have 
nothing to lose and you can 
play your game. I thought 
Sabatini would play better, 
she had so many double 
faults." 

Hingis at one stage led the 
first set 5=1. Her Yettim of 
service was so punishing that 
Sabatini, the winner here in 
1987, 1991 and 1992, was, 
forced to try and turn up the 
power, leading to seven dou- 
ble faults in the second set — 
three on her game points and 



Gabriela Sabatini 

one on a break point. 

The Argentinian forged a 
3-1 lead but Hingis broke 
back in the fifth and then 
broke again in the seventh. 

Seles to focus on singles 

Top seed Monica Seles, 
troubled by a shoulder in- 
jury, on Tuesday pulled out 
of the doubles event at the 
Pan Pacific Open women’s 
indoor tournament to con- 
centrate on singles play. 

Tournament organisers 
said Seles was worried by the 
same injury to her left shoul- 


der that she fought through 
to win the Australian Open 
singles title last weekend. 

Seles suffered a muscle 
strain to her left shoulder 
during an early round of the 
tournament. 

Seles' Australian Open win 
was her first Grand Slam 
victory since returning to ten- 
nis last August after being 
stabbed by an obsessed Steffi 
Graf fan at a tournament in 
Haamburg in April, 1993. 

Seles* first match in the 
Pan Pacific comes on 
Wednesday in the second 
round when she plays 21st- 


ranked Irina Spirlea of 
Romania who beat Lori 
McNeil of the United States 
'6-3, 6-0 in a first round match 
on Tuesday. 

The 22-year-old Seles had 
entered the doubles paired 
with world number six and 
hometown favourite Kimiko 
Date of Japan. 

In the early rounds of the 
Australian Open, Seles 
needed two hours of treat- 
ment a day on a groin injury 
and hired a physiotherapist 
for the duration of the two- 
week tournament. 


VOLVO FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid, 1983 Volvo 760 GLE 
automatic, A/C, great condition, silver, 
mileage 107,000 km. 

$ 4,000 or best offer . Must sell. 

Call 817563 after 6 pm. 


MERCEDES 500 sel 


FOR 

SALE 


DUTY UNPAID, MODEL 1986 
WHITE COLOR. FULL OPTIONS 
EXCELLENT CONDITION 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL : 821030 
643719 mornings or 678913 afternoons 


m AIRLINE WE CAN Ml BE PBOBB OF 

Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the youngest and most modern fleets, 
with a large destination list including key centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus 
Airways is among the world's Top 8 airlines according to a recent U.K survey. 

Cyprus Airways. Your airline Our airline. An airline we can all be proud of. 






■■Tithn.ifillii 




CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

UP THERE. WITH THE BEST. 

LARNACA, AMSTERDAM, ATHENS, BAHRAIN, BEIRUT, 
BERLIN, BIRMINGHAM, BRUSSELS, CAIRO, DAMASCUS, 
DUBAI, FRANKFURT, GENEVA, HAMBURG, HERAKUON 
JEDDAH, LONDON, MANCHESTER, MOSCOW, 
^ MUNICH, PARIS, RHODES, RIYADH, ROME, 

SALZBURG, KUWAIT, TEL A VTV, 
THESSALONIKI, VIENNA, ZURICH, 



AND KIW YORK 


\ t ,r lurtlhT Inform, illnii Do ~ nor lL-\i:,th ■ lo < 'onhnl Our (,.S. J In lon/un IT IK 1 IK 11 /./. ^ KH KIWI 

Tel • b~t)4J x ) - OVSWIl - l ux: OKl-Wl Or Your Trawl Agent 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA , 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE & 

C 1 N E M A/ TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


WESLEY SNIPES 
& YANCY BUTLER 
in 

DROP ZONE 

Shows: 1230. 3:00. 6:15, 850, 1030 p.m. 

Nabieleh Oubead/safiyah A1 
Omaree/Farouq Feeshawi 

in 

Ata befit Al Settat 

(ladie's Step) 
Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 2:15 .6:45. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “1" 

* ACE VENTURA ”2" 

CONCORD “2" 

Street Fighter 

Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Best of the Best 
"3" 

Shows: 12:30, 3, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

“Ahlan Tatbie”piay . 
Welcome Normalisation 
Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 









Post-nuclear 
Chirac seeks 
partner in U.S. 


PARIS (R) — President Jac- 
ques Chirac, fresh from de- 
claring an end to France's 
bitterly controversial nuclear 
tests, will propose an equal 
partnership with the United 
States in European security 
on a three-day state visit from 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Chirac will address a 
joint session of Congress on 
Thursday and discuss with 
President Bill Clinton what 
an aide called "the definition 
of European and trans- 
Atlantic security architecture 
for the 21st century, includ- 
ing the place of Russia." 

France has taken the im- 
portant first step under Mr. 
Chirac by moving back closer 
to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation's (NATO) 
military organisation, 30 
years after General Charles 
de Gaulle pulled French 
forces out of the alliance's 
U.S. -dominated integrated 
command. 

Aides say the new presi- 
dent, who calims De Gaulle 
as his mentor, realised in the 
Bosnia crisis that France was 
depriving itself of political 
clout by remaining semi- 
detached from NATO and 
could gain more influence on 
decisions by returning to the 
military committee and 
attending defence ministers' 
meetings. 

In return, Mr. Chirac 
wants Washington to accept a 
new balance in the Atlantic 
alliance, giving more weight 
to the European defence pil- 
lar and enabling the Euro- 
peans to use NATO assets in 


Syria to 

modify 

Lebanon 

water 

accord 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Damas- 
cus have agreed to modify a 
1994 accord and give Beirut a 
greater share of the waters of 
the Assi (Orontos) River 
which rises in Lebanon to 
flow through Syria into Tur- 
key, government sources 
said. 

Lebanese Minister of Hyd- 
raulic Resources Elias 
Hobeika was to hold talks 
Wednesday with Syrian offi- 
cials in Damascus, they said. 

The 571-kilometre-long 
Assi flows northwards from 
Mount Hermel in northeast 
Lebanon and into Syria until 
it ultimately reaches the 
Mediterranean through the 
Turkish territory of Antioch. 

It has a total flow of 400 
million cubic metres between 
Lebanon and Syria. It runs 
through 30 kilometres of 
Lebanese territory before en- 
tering Syria where it com- 
pletes most of its remaining 
journey. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, despite opposition 
from some members of his 
government, gave into 
Lebanese wishes that the - 
agreement be modified to 
give Lebanon more water. 3 
government source told AFP. 

On Monday Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri told repor- 
ters Lebanon had not rubber- 
stamped the September 1994 
accord and that Mr. Hobeika 
would go to Damascus to 
discuss the points of disagree- 
ment. 

The 1994 accord stipulated 
that Lebanon would obtain 
20 per cent of the waters of 
the Assi, or some 80 million 
cubic metres of water annual- 
ly- 

But Lebanon wants to ex- 
clude from the water-sharing 
agreement the flow of some 
of the springs which feed the 
Assi, namely the Labwe tri- 
butary which has a flow of 60 
million cubic metres. 

Otherwise Lebanon would 
be set to lose 4S million cubic 
metres of water each year, 
the government sources said. 

Lebanon also wants to en- 
sure that rain waters and 
other sources of water that 
flow into the Assi would be 
kept out the water-sharing 
agreemnet. 

Including them would set a 
“precedent which Israel 
could exploit to its own 
advantage" when the time i 
comes for the Jewish state to 
discuss sharing the region's i 
precious water resources with I 
Syria and Lebanon, the 
source said. 


operations which the United 
States chooses not to join. 

But U.S. officials said 
Washington, while welcom- 
ing Mr. Chirac's move, re- 
mains wary of any “Euro- 
pean caucus" that might seek 
to pre-cook decisions within 
NATO. 

The Pentagon is also con- 
cerned about the risk that 
letting European allies use 
NATO assets such as U.S. 
airlift or airborne surveill- 
ance for their own operations 
might draw Washington into 
a conflict against its will, they 
said. 

Mr. Chirac, the most pro- 
American French president 
and the first to speak fluent in 
English, will urge Congress 
to shun isolationism and pay 
a fairer share of development 
aid to the Third World. 

His call is timed to influ- 
ence the budget battle be- 
tween the Clinton adminis- 
tration and the Republican- 
dominated legislature, aides 
said, although the spectre of 
a U.S. default on government 
debt has been banished by a 
partial agreement. 

On Monday, Mr. Chirac 
put an end to France's final 
series of underground nuc- 
lear tests in the South Pacific, 
enabling him to go to 
Washington as an "apostle of 
disarmament advocating a 
total ban on all future tests, 
however small. 

The United States wel- 
comed the halt, ■ which fol- 
lowed Saturday's sixth and 
biggest test, saying it would 
help efforts to create a global 



Jacques Chirac 

test ban by autumn. 

"Today's announcement in 
Paris will provide new 
momentum to our efforts to 
conclude a Co mpreh ensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) that 
can be signed this fall," the 
White House said. 

Mr. Chirac will also call for 
reinforced cooperation be- 
tween Americans and Euro- 
peans to help solve regional 
problems, French officials 
said. 

He will urge the United 
States not to withdraw pre- 
maturely from Bosnia, where 
France and Britain are 
Washington’s major partners 
in a NATO-led peace imple- 
mentation force. 

He will seek a bigger say 
for France in Middle East 
peace efforts, pointing out 
that the European Union is 
the biggest aid donoT to the 
region and recalling tradi- 
tional French ties with Leba- 
non and Syria. 

On Friday. Mr. Chirac 
goes to Chicago where, in his 
second major speech, he will 
outline his vision of balanced 
economic cooperation be- 
tween the United States and 
Europe, pointing to the ma- 
jor role each plays in the 
other’s economy. 


Candidacy registration 
begins for Iran election 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Candi- 
dates began registering Tues- 
day for Iranian general elec- 
tions due in March officially 
launching campaigning for 
the polls to elect a 270-seat 
parliament. 

The election hopefuls have 
seven days in which to regis- 
ter in their electoral district 
and then all the lists will be 
sent to the Council of Guar- 
dians. a body established in 
1980 to supervise elections. 

The council will rule on 
Feb. 12 whether the candi- 
dates have met all the tech- 
nical and ideological criteria 
set out under the Islamic 
republic's election laws. 

Some 5. 1>X) candidates are 
expected to register, accord- 
ing to the Interior Ministry. 
But during the last polls in 
1992, one in three of the 
hopefuls was rejected by the 
Council of Guardians. 

Candidates must be over 
the age of 30 and less than 75. 
mentally stable, know how to 
read and write and not have a 
criminal record. 

They must also "believe in 
and actively engage in Islam 
and the Islamic regime." 
"support the constitution of 
the Islamic republic," and 
"have allegiance to the prog- 
ressive principle of velayet-e- 
faqih (the govememm of reli- 
gion)." or support para- 
mount leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

The council is made up of 
six religious leaders 
appointed by Ayatollah 
Khamenei and six legal ex- 
perts appointed by the parlia- 
ment. 

In the 1992 polls it rejected 
1.100 candidates for not con- 
forming to the electoral law. 
with many from the Islamic 
radical left-wing in the major- 
ity in the outgoing parliament 


being prevented from run- 
ning. 

It opened the way for a 
coalition of Islamic conserva- 
tives and moderates to come 
to power, leading to protests 
from the Organisation of the 
Mujahedeens of the Islamic 
Revolution which found itself 
sidelined. 

Officially the anti-Western 
group has said it will not be in 
the running in the March 8 
poll but several left-wing 
groups have said they would 
present candidates. 

The strongest 3nd most 
organised force is the Society 
of the Militant Clergy 
(SMC), the coalition which 
has dominated the country's 
political life for the past four 
years. 

It will field a list in Tehran 
and back candidates in all 
other districts, totalling 196. 

The "Group of Sixteen” 
which gathers moderate tech- 
nocrats close to President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani 
appeared on the political 
scene three weeks ago and 
announced it would put for- 
ward candidates in Tehran 
and other major cities. 

The group, set up around 
nine ministers, four vice pres- 
idents. the governor of the 
central bank and the mayor 
of Tehran, aims to challenge 
the SMC, which refused to 
include moderates on its lists. 

It has the backing of the 
Islamic left-wing and the pro- 
fessional associations which 
act as trade unions. 

The main liberal opposi- 
tion movement, the Libera- 
tion Movement of Iran, 
announced Monday that it 
would after all field indi- 
vidual candidates, reversing 
an earlier decision not to 
stand. 


Aegean 

dispute 

worsens 


ATHENS (Agencies) — 
Greece accused Turkey of 
violating its airspace and ter- 
ritorial wates as the dispute 
over an Aegean islet took a 
new turn for the worse on 
Tuesday. 

Greek Defence Minister 
Gerassimos Arsenis said 
Athens had lodged a formal 
protest with Ankara after "a 
Turkish frigate and a helicop- 
ter" had violated Greek terri- 
tory in the early hours of the 
morning. 

The iselt, "is Greek and it 
is the duty of Greek armed 
forces to defend it and are 
ready to do so,” the minister 
said. 

He added Greek forces, 
ranged from Evros in the 
north of the Aegean to the 
southeastern island of Castel- 
lorizo, "are in a state of 
complete readiness to coun- 
ter such a menace to Greek 
territory." 

The Turkish army im- 
mediately denied Athens* 
claims. “The Turkish army is 
carrying out its normal daily 
activities in airspace and in- 
ternational waters in the Ae- 
gean." a Turkish military 
official said. 

Turkey also demanded 
Greece withdraw its warships 
from around the disputed 
islet where navy vessels from 
both countries were re- 
portedly facing off. 

The Greek ambassacor to 
Ankara was called to the 
Foreign Ministry where Tur- 
key asked “for the immediate 
withdrawal of Greek ships" 
from around the uninhabited 
rock, the ministry said in a 
statement. 

The statement also called 
for the withdrawal of Greek 
troops which it said were on 
the islet, between the Turkish 
coast and the Greek island of 
Kalymnos. 

It gave no more details on 
the alleged troop presence. 

Greece and Turkey almost 
went to war in 1987 over 
mineral rights in the Aegean. 

Athens said earlier on 
Tuesday it had warned a tur- 
kish navy frigate away from 
waters around the islet, 
known in Greek as Imia .and 
in Turkish as Kardak. 

Mr. Arsenis was holding an 
urgent meeting Tuesday with 
Greek Prime Minister Costas 
Simitis and Foreign Minister 
Theodore Pan go! as to discuss 
the situation. 

The latest dispute between 
the traditional ly-hostile east- 
ern Mediterranean neigh- 
bours centres on who. owns 
the islet, about seven 
kilometres off the Turkish 
coast. 

The rocky islet is one of 
dozens assigned to Greece 
under a post-World War n 
accord — but its small size 
belies its symbolic image. 

Turkey claims the iselt is 
Turkish under an accord with 
Italy, signed in 1932. which 
stated all the Aegean islets 
situated within 18 kilometres 
of a coast belonged to the 
nearest country. 

Turkey is calling on Greece | 
to open negotiations on its 
ownership. 

At the weekend, Greek 
officials and Turkish journal- 
ists planted the flags of their 
respective countries on the 
islet one after another. 
Greece then sent a navy ves- 
sel there to re-hoist its flag. 

The war of words between 
Greece and Turkey over the 
issue hotted up on Monday, 
with Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller saying Ankara 
would take "every neces- 
saiy" step unless Athens pul- 
led its troops off the disputed 
territory. 






A Greek frigate leaves the Salamina naval base off the port of Piraeus, bound for 
the eastern Aegean on Tuesday amid rising tension with Turkey over a rock island 
in the Aegean (Reuter photo) 

Musevini accuses Sudanese of 
air raids, threatens retaliation 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Ugan- 
dan President Yoweri 
Museveni has accused Sudan 
of carrying out air raids on 
the bordering state of Moyo 
and warned that the Kampala 
government is installing mis- 
siles to shoot down Sudanese 
planes. 

Mr. Museveni told the in- 
ternational Arabic daily A I 
Hayat in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday that the junta 
in Khartoum was pursuing its 
violations of Uganda’s ter- 
ritorial integrity with raids by 
Russian Antonov planes. 

He also rejected the idea 
that the regime of General 
Omar Al Bashir and 
Sudanese fundamentalist 
leader Hassan Tourabi was 
really founded on “hardline 
Islamic tendencies."- 

"Bashir and Tourabi are 
simply two opportunistic 
politicians who use Islam to 
their political ends." Mr. 
Museveni said in the latest 
round of an ongoing war of 
words and mutual accusa- 
tions over military activity. 

“I’m not even sure they are 
Muslims but I consider that 
they use Islam to cling to 
power." he added, citing 
alleged support by the Khar- 
toum junta for fundamental- 
ist Christian rebels in Ugan- 
da’s Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA). 


Kampala broke off di- 
plomatic relations with Sudan 
early last year. 

Khartoum for its part ac- 
cuses Uganda of backing re- 
bels of the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 
who have been fighting since 
1983 to free the mainly anim- 
ist and Christian south from 
domination by the Islamic. 
Arabised north. 

Mr. Museveni again denied 
this charge in the interview. 

Following up on mutual 
threats of direct military con- 
frontation. Mr. Museveni 
said: “Bashir says he can 
recruit a million people. I've 
got two million militiamen 
who are already combat- 
trained." 

The U.N. Security Council 
meanwhile began discussions 
on a draft resolution deman- 
ding that Sudan haq^s over 
three militants suspected of. 
attempting to kill the Egyp- 
tian president. 

The draft resolution also 
notably urges Khartoum to 
desist from assisting ‘terror- 
ist'’ activities and from giving 
shelter to “terrorist" ele- 
ments. 

Diplomats said that the 
council was to continue talks 
on the resolution on Tues- 
day. following a meeting of 
non-aligned countries which 
have put forward the text 


with Egypt. 

The draft was submitted 
following a letter to the coun- 
cil from Ethiopia which is 
seeking the extradition from 
Sudan of the three suspects 
sought in connection with the 
assassination attempt against 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa. 

'Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Taha. who 
travelled to New York last 
week to urge the Security 
Council to drop the Ethio- 
pian complaint, told a Cairo 
newspaper on Monday that 
the council had refused to 
listen to Sudan's case. 

"While the council gave an 
opportunity to hear 
Ethiopia's viewpoint, it re- 
fused our request to receive 
the same treatment." he told 
the Arabic weekly Al Wasat. 

In other Sudan-related de- 
velopments: 

— Sudanese Agriculture 
Minister Ahmad Ali Gedaif 
denied a U.N. report that his 
country would need food aid 
in 1996. the government daily 
Al Engaz Al Watani said.’ 

"Sudan is not threatened 
by any food shortage and 
needs no food assistance.” it 
quoted Mr. Gedaif as saying. 

Mr Gedaif said reports of 
the upcoming need for aid 
were based on incorrect in- 
formation. 


Iraq woos key U.N. members 
with lucrative oil deal hopes 


DUBAI ( R) — Iraq is hoping 
the United Nations Security 
Council will be persuaded to 
lift sanctions against Baghdad 
by offering attractive oil con- 
cession rights to some perma- 
nent member states. Gulf- 
based analysts said on Tues- 
day. 

Russia, France and China 
have each been courted by 
Baghdad with contracts to 
rehabilitate and develop Iraqi 
oilfields, which cap be put 
into effect only when U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
since its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait are lifted. 

"All three countries have 
been very active in Iraq... the 
(oil) fields are a clear incen- 
tive for them to support 
Iraq’s determination to make 
the Security Council remove 
sanctions." a Bahrain-based 
analyst who declined to be 
named said. 

Iraq has the world’s second 
largest oil reserves and. un- 
like its Gulf rival Saudi Ara- 
bia, has invited foreign firms 
to develop more than 10 
fields under production- 
sharing and service contracts. 
Iraqi oil officials said. 

Baghdad is also hoping 


that the prospect of interna- 
tional oil firms earning a 
stake in Iraq’s oil potential 
may also lead to diplomatic 
support in talks next Tuesday 
at U.N. headquarters in New 
York on a special oil-for-food 
scheme, analysts say. 

Iraq and U.N. officials are 
due to discuss a plan under 
which sanctions would be 
partly lifted to allow Baghdad 
to sell $2 billion of its oil over 
six months to buy food, medi- 
cine and other necessities. 

“Russia and France are 
doing themselves no harm by 
showing support now for 
Iraq’s request to sell oil for 
humanitarian aid,” an analyst 
in the region said. 

Iraq's National Assembly 
has ratified a wide-ranging 
accord with Russia that will 
see Russian firms develop the 
massive West Quroa and 
North Rumaila oilfields when 
sanctions are lifted. 

Moscow is also being 
promised contracts to build a 
natural gas pipeline running 
between north and south 
Iraq, for the supply of equip- 
ment to existing but war-- 
damaged fields, oil refineries 
and export facilities. Iraqi 
officials say. 


The giant West Qurna field 
alone, located to the east of 
the southern city of Basra, is 
estimated ot have the poten- 
tial to produce more than 
700.000 barrels per day 
(bpd). 

West Qurna exports could 
help to pay off Baghdad's 
estimated $7 billion to Mos- 
cow. 

Russian Deputy Foriegn 
Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk 
was in Baghdad earlier this 
month and pressed the Iraqi 
leadership to consider the 
U.N. oil-for-food scheme in 
return for Moscow’s help on 
softening its implementation, 
diplomats said. 

French oil firm ELF 
Aquitaine began talks with 
Iraq in 1991 and has reached 
an understanding to develop 
the Majnoon oilfield when 
sanctions are lifted, although 
Iraqi officials stress that no 
formal agreement has yet 
been signed. 

Paris-based company Total 
S.A. has reached a similar 
position in regard to the Nahr 
Umar oilfield, while firms 
from Italy and Spain are also 
edging towards post- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Israel’s right turns left with eye on general elections 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
right-wiong oppositin. tom 
between its dream fo a “grea- 
ter Israel’’ and the new real- 
ity of Palestinian autonomy, 
opened the door Tuesday for 
a lunge toward the political 
centre ahead of elections. 

“If we take power. I’m not 
dreaming of sending our 
tanks to recapture Gaza City 
and Nablus,” Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the youthful 
leader of the Likud party, 
said in reference to the two 
biggest cities now under the 
control of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

"Israeli voters prefer the 
centre, and that’s where I’m 
planning to go," Mr. Netany- 
ahu, 46, told reporters. 

Such pragmatism has 
opened a rift in Likud, the 
main opposition to Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres' 
Labour Patty, between the 
new generation of pragmat- 


ists surrounding Mr. Netany- 
ahu and conservative hardlin- 
ers led by Benny Begin, son 
of the late Likud Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin. 

The split broke into the 
open late Monday during a 
stormy meeting of the Ukud 
centra] committee called to 
hammer out a platform for 
elections to be held by Octo- 
ber. 

Past Likud policy, pre- 
viously backed by Mr. 
Netanyahu, was to refuse rec- 
ognition of agrements 
reached between the Labour 
government and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) granting Palestinians 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and main West Bank popula- 
tion centres. 

But opinion polls showing 
both a solid majority of 
Israelis supporting autonomy 
and a big electoral lead for 


Labour over Likud, Mr. 
Netanyahu and his suppor- 
ters have changed tack. 

"The six cities handed over 
to Palestinians (in the West 
Bank) will remain in their 
hands, although the rest of 
the territory must remain 
ours.” he said Tuesday. 

"When Likud takes power, 
it will have to adapt to the 
new realities in Judea and 
Samaria (the West Bank) and 
in the Gaza Strip and to take 
up the negotiations (with 
PNA) where Labour left 
off." said Jersualem's Israeli 
mayor, Ehud Olmert. a close 
Netanyahu associate. 

His Likud partner in Tel 
Aviv city hall. Mayor Roni 
Milo, went further, admitting 
the legitimacy of the Palesti- 
nian elections on Jan. 20 in 
which "Yasser Arafat and his 
followers were the victors." 

"We must recognise them 
as partners and negotiate 


with them.” he said during 
Monday night's debate. 

"There has been a fun- 
damental change in the situa- 
tion that we can no longer 
ignore. Those who refuse to 
acknowledge Palestinian 
autonomy are running away 
from reality," he said. 

Such views infuriate the 

Likud old guard. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
“Arafat will always be Ara- 
fat.” insisted former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak ShamiT. 

“The assassination of Yit- 
zhak Rabin is not a valid 
reason for changing the 
Likud ideology." he said, re- 
ferring to the Labour prime 
minister who piloted the 
peace process before being 
felled by a Jewish extremist's 
.bullets in November. 

At Monday’s meeting. Mr. 
Begin set himself up as the 
“defender of greater Israel" 


running from the Mediterra- 
nean to ffie Jordan River. 

He joined three other 
Likud members of parlia- 
ment in declaring that they 
are ready to "return to Gaza" 
if elected. 

But they appeared in- 
creasingly isolated. 

Meir Shetrit, a leading 
Likud deputy, argued that "if 
the party doesn't change its 
platform lit will be the end of 
Likud.” 

“For the first time since 
Likud's creation 20 years 
ago, we have to change our 
ideas,” he said. 

Even Likud hawks like re- 
tired general Yitzhak Mor- 
dechair and Yossi Peled have 
softened their position, 
saying they will reconsider 
their views on Mr. Arafat if 
the PLO amends its charter 
to scrap calls for the destruc- 
tion of Israel. 


Mr. Arafat is committed to 
seek such a change in coming 
weeks under the terms of the 
autonomy accords signed 
with Mr. Rabin. 

Likud’s impending policy 
shift is causing deep concern 
for the party’s traditional 
supportes among the 140,000 
Jewish settlers living on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Some settler leaders have 
threatened to vote against 
Mr. Netanyahu if he runs 
against Mr. Peres for the post 
of prime minister, which will 
be elected directly for the 
first time in the upcoming, 
polls. 

The legislative and prime 
ministerial vote is scheduled 
for Oct. 29, although Labour 
officials say Mr. Peres will 
move the polls forward to 
June if current peace talks 
with Syria yield no significant . 
results within a month. 


Japan police 
reprimand boys 
linked to suicide 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japa- 
nese police have repri- 
manded three boys sus- 
pected of bullying a 13- 
year-old classmate who 
committed suicide in nor- 
thern Japan last year, a 
spokesman for the Niigata 
Prefectural Police said 
Tuesday. The spokesman 
said the three boys, two 13- 
year-old students and one 
1 2 -year-old from Kasuga 
Junior High School in. 
Joetsu, allegedly forced 
Hisashi Ito to undress on 
several occasions before he 
killed hims elf in Novem- 
ber. “Police believe these 
actions and the fact that he 
was ignored by other stu- 
dents contributed to the 
suicide.” the spokesman 
said. The three were repri- 
manded as children under 
the age of 14 in Japan can- 
not be charged with crimi- 
nal offences. Ito hung him- 
self in the garden of his 
home, leaving a suicide 
note which accused five 
classmates of bullying him. 
Japan saw a jump in 
teenage suicides linked to 
bullying towards the end of 
last year. Another two stu- 
dents committed suicide in 
separate incidents in south- 
ern Japan last week with 
both cases also linked to 
bullying at school. 

Cats sets record 
as longest running 
musical 

LONDON (R) — Cats, the 
Andrew Lloyd Webber 
show based on poems by T. 
S. Eliot, entered the record 
books Monday by becom- 
ing the world’s longest run- 
ning musical with 6,138 
performances. The musical 
that was first staged at the 
New London Theatre in 
London in 1981 and has 
been going ever since has 
earned more than £1 billion 
($1.5 billion) worldwide. 
Nine productions are run- 
ning. from New York to 
Tokyo. It surpassed the 
previous record of 6,137 
performances beid by the 
Broadway production of A 
Chorus Line. Cats is just 
one of a string of hits from 
the multi-millionaire com- 
poser including Phantom 
Of The Opera and Evita, 


Mother gives birth 
to Mexico’s 
biggest baby 

MEXICO CITY (R) — A 
28-year-old housewife has 
given birth to a baby 
weighing 15.S4 pounds 
(7.2 kg), said by doctors to 
be the biggest ever born in 
Mexico, a hospital official 
said. Jorge Gonzalez, 
director of the Morelos 
Maternity Hospital in the 
southern town of Chetu- 
mal, said that both mother 
and daughter were doing 
well despite the baby's 
size. “The two of them are 
well at home. They’re both 
fme,” he told Reuters. The 
baby was delivered by cae- 
sarean section at 0020 local 
time on Jan. 9. 


Relatives duel h; : 

over remains of V 
gunslinger “V- 

EL PASO, Texas (R) — 

. More than 100 years after 
his death, relatives and fans 
of the infamous wild west ‘'■llUfl.; 
gunslinger John Wesley . . "' ;l 
Hardin are setto slug it out / 
in court over where his . 
body should be buried. One * / 
side, made up of Hardin ./-c . 
descendants, want the “ 

bones taken from his cur- ■ r .. : 
rent resting place in a ; ';V/ : 
cemetery in El Paso to * 
Nixon. Texas, and reburied .■* 
next to his first wife, Jane. v :.L.‘-‘ 
“Ii's really a familv matter 
about where a body should r''\ 

be buried,” said Gene : 

Stevens, a Dallas lawyer : ' - 
representing the descen- 
dants. ‘The family should 
be allowed to call the .’ 

shots.” But the El Paso • 
Pistoleros, who re-enact - ^ y - 
gunfights, want Hardin’s o ! 
body to remain in the town - 
where he was shot dead. ' s C -- 
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